
Site of old Pershing Center in Lincoln could
get a $54 million makeover. Page 3A

NU won’t
say whether
any athletes
have virus

By Chris heady

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

LINCOLN — Three weeks
into voluntary workouts, it is un-
clear whether any Nebraska stu-
dent-athletes who have returned
to campus have tested positive for
the coronavirus because unlike
some athletic departments, NU is
choosing not to say anything pub-
licly about COVID-19 testing re-
sults.

NU officials say only that they
are required to report any positive
test to the Lincoln-Lancaster Coun-
ty Health Department, which says
it can’t release any information
about what the university has re-
ported because of privacy require-
ments.

“It is up to the university to
share whether they have an ath-
lete test positive. We don’t provide
this information about any busi-
ness or organization,” said Diane
Gonzolas, director of communica-
tions for the Lincoln Mayor’s Of-
fice. “If a business or organization
wants to share information about

As some colleges report
outbreaks among players,
Nebraska and many others
won’t share testing results

Arctic’s extreme heat alarms scientists

MOSCOW (AP) — The Arctic
is feverish and on fire — at least
parts of it are. And that’s got scien-
tists worried about what it means
for the rest of the world.

The thermometer hit a likely
record of 100.4 degrees Fahren-
heit in the Russian Arctic town of
Verkhoyansk on Saturday, a tem-
perature that would be a fever
for a person — but this is Siberia,
known for being frozen. The World
Meteorological Organization said
Tuesday that it’s looking to verify
the temperature reading, which
would be unprecedented for the
region north of the Arctic Circle.

“The Arctic is figuratively and
literally on fire — it’s warming
much faster than we thought it

would in response to rising levels
of carbon dioxide and other green-
house gases in the atmosphere,
and this warming is leading to a
rapid meltdown and increase in
wildfires,” University of Michigan
environmental school dean Jona-
than Overpeck, a climate scientist,
said in an email.

“The record warming in Siberia
is a warning sign of major propor-
tions,” Overpeck wrote.

Much of Siberia had high tem-
peratures this year that were be-
yond unseasonably warm. From
January through May, the average
temperature in north-central Si-
beria has been about 14 degrees

Thawing of Siberian permafrost releases methane and
triggers a feedback loop with global consequences

NO CHARGES EXPECTED IN CAFE PROTESTS
Chief Schmaderer says he has found no criminal
conduct by demonstrators at 11-Worth. Page 2A

By reeCe ristau
and henry J. Cordes

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITERS

Omaha’s mayor and police
chief say they’ve watched and
listened over the last month as
Omahans have decried police
brutality and demanded change
in the wake of George Floyd’s
death while being arrested by a
Minneapolis police officer.

On Thursday, the two city
officials with the most power
to shape the Omaha Police De-
partment announced changes
to the department’s use of force
policy and other efforts to beef
up training, seek public input on
officers’ actions and improve di-

versity within city government.
“We have been listening, and

we’ve been learning over the
past several weeks, and now
it’s time to take some action,”
Mayor Jean Stothert told The
World-Herald in a joint inter-
view with Chief Todd Schmad-
erer.

Omaha officers are now pro-
hibited from using their knees
to pin someone’s neck to the
ground, as the officer did to
Floyd. That method to detain
someone has never been part
of the department’s training,
Schmaderer said, but it’s now
expressly forbidden. Floyd died

Omaha officers will be barred from using their knee to pin someone’s
neck to the ground; they will also have a ‘duty to intervene’

Z L O N G / T H E W O R L D - H E R A L D

Omaha police officers are now forbidden from using a knee on a neck to pin someone, Mayor Jean Stothert and Police Chief Todd Schmaderer
announced Thursday.
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Nebraska’s experienced offensive line is ‘big-
time’ right now, coach says. Sports

Prison crowding
to trigger July 1
‘emergency,’
with little effect

By Paul hammel

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — State law says
Nebraska must declare a “pris-
on overcrowding emergency” on
Wednesday.

But state officials said the emer-
gency won’t result in many chang-
es in prison or parole policies,
though building a new state prison
would help.

“We’ve been underbuilt (in
prisons) as a state for at least 40
years,” State Corrections Director
Scott Frakes said Thursday. “Ne-
braska needs a new prison.”

A state law passed in 2015 re-
quires the automatic declaration
of an overcrowding emergency on
July 1, 2020, if Nebraska’s prisons
are above 140% of capacity. On
Thursday, state prisons were at
151% of capacity, holding about
1,900 more inmates than they were
designed to house.

Nebraska’s prisons — the sec-
ond-most overcrowded in the na-

CORONAVIRUS CASES
Infections Deaths

Nebraska 18,346 260
Iowa 27,292 696
U.S. 2,418,570 124,355

*As of 10 p.m. Thursday

See Prisons: Page 4

Now just The Chicks
The Grammy-winning country
stars The Dixie Chicks drop

the word Dixie from their
name. Living, Page 8B
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COVID-19 INSIDE
Some states pause reopening

as cases surge. Page 7A
One million relief payments
totaling $1.4 billion went to

dead people. Page 8A

See Athletes: Page 2

T H E A S S O C i A T E D P R E S S

A thermometer showed 30 degrees
Celsius (86 Fahrenheit) Sunday in the
Arctic town of Verkhoyansk, Russia,
where it hit 100.4 F the day before.
Scientists are working to verify that.See Climate: Page 4
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OPD OFFICER-INVOLVED SHOOTINGS

SOURCE: Omaha Police Department T H E W O R L D - H E R A L D
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See Police: Page 2
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