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No team in the state has suf-
fered similar heartbreak as the
Papillion-La Vista South boys
soccer team over the past five
years.

After earning a trip to state in
2012 and 2013, the Titans have
lost in five straight district finals
bouts.
Each of those five loses have

been excruciating. The Titans
lost four of the matches in the
shootout round while losing the
fifth in overtime.
“The last five years there’s

been a lot of disappointments,
a lot of heartaches,” Titan coach
Dave Lawrence said.
“We’ve had some really good

teams, top five teams, that just
missed out. And we had some
teams that worked really hard
and played better than they
probably should have at the end
of the year but still just missed.”

Papio South has been one of
the better teams in the state over
the past five seasons despite
missing out on state. They’ve
won over 65 percent of their
matches since their last state
appearance, including having
teams go 14-5 (2017) and 15-4
(2015) in seasons while missing
out on state.

With district tournament
time here, the Titans are hoping
to not only get back to the dis-
trict final, but reverse the teams’
misfortunes.
“I’ve been there for the losses

two years in a row and it’s not
been good,” senior goalkeeper
Zach Selph said. “It’d mean the
world to make state for the first
time in a long time. We’re hop-
ing we can finally put it together
after having good teams that last
four or five years.”

One thing the heartbreak-
ing losses have accomplished is
bringing the Titan team closer.
The Titans have built a culture of
positivity that have helped them
handle the ups and downs of a
season.

“This year I feel like this team
the team is positive, there’s no
negative aspect to this group,”
Lawrence said. “It doesn’t mean
we’re going to play perfect
but we’re able to get through
things.”

That was evident in the team
working through a couple tough
losses during the season. The
Titans entered districts Monday
with an 11-5 record. Three of the
losses were against the top three
teams in the state in Kearney,
Omaha South and Creighton
Prep.

While disappointed with the
setbacks, the Titans felt like they
competed well and were able to
move past the losses. But in de-
feats against rival Papillion-La
Vista and Bryan, Papio South
felt like they didn’t play as well
as they could have.

“We had some downfalls
during the middle of the season
but we were able to come to-
gether and talk about and move
forward,” Titan forward Max
Lambert said.

Seeing his team rebound from
those losses was encouraging for
Lawrence.
“In previous years, I don’t

know if we overcome that as
easily,” he said. “There was
some anger after the matches,
but it was in a positive way and
a constructive way.”

More evidence of the close-
knit Titan team is their goals
this season. There have been 12
different Titans score a goal this
season with no one recording
more than six goals.

Sophomore Jack Redd and
senior Sean Kelly each have six
goals to lead the team and Max
Lambert leads the Titans with 14
points.

Quentin Bair, Alex Jacobs
and Connor Bonacci each have
four goals for the selfless Titan
offense.

“Our goals are really spread
out,” Lambert said. “It’s cool to
see that. It doesn’t matter who
scores it as long as we’re win-
ning.”

While Lawrence likes to see
his goals spread out, the Titans’
ability to create good shots has
been a worry on the season. Cre-
ating more shots is something
they’ve been working on and
will need to be improved in dis-
tricts.
“We’ll possess all the way up

the field and we’ll end the game

with 70 percent possession and
finish with six shots on goal,”
Lawrence said. “And that’s not
good enough. That’s kind of
been our Achilles’ heel.”

On the defensive end, the Ti-
tans have been sound with Selph
allowing 0.933 goals per match
and racking up 111 saves. Pap-
io South’s ability to possess the
ball makes it hard for opposing
teams to create scoring chances.

While the offense and defense
have both done its part this sea-
son, the way the units work to-
gether is what makes the Titans
so special.
“There’s not one part that’s

the most important part,” Selph
said. “It all just flows together
and we need to work as one to
get wins.”

The Titans are hoping Thurs-
day’s District A-7 championship
will be the end of their district
final struggles. But in a twist of
fate, their likely opponent will
be crosstown rival Papillion-La
Vista.

The Monarchs edged Papio
South 1-0 on March 25 and the
Titans are excited to get another
shot at the Monarchs.
“They’re a really good team

but I feel like last game we just

couldn’t get the ball in the net
and came up just a little short,”
Selph said.

The last time the two pro-
grams met in a district final was
2012, when the Titans claimed
a 2-1 overtime victory to reach
state for the first time in pro-
gram history.

Lawrence remembers how

great the atmosphere was for
that game and would love to
have another all-Papio district
final.

“It was like playing in state. It
was like a state game,” he said.

“We both have to take care
of business first but I’m excited
and I think it would be great for
the city.”

Papio South hopeful to end district finals heartbreak
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Zach Selph boots a goal kick for the Titans, who have an 11-5 record entering district play.
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Jack Redd leads the balanced Papio South team in goals with six entering
districts.

Learning from the lows

Year Opponent Result Score
2014 Grand Island Loss 1-0 (shootout)
2015 Millard North Loss 2-1 (shootout)
2016 Westside Loss 3-2 (overtime)
2017 Omaha South Loss 1-0 (shootout)
2018 Westside Loss 2-1 (shootout)

District finals setbacks
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3 HOME RUNS
BU’s JT Patterson became the first NAIA
player to have three games with three
home runs in the same season.NO
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5 NO. 1 SEEDS
Five area soccer teams earned top seeds
with the release of the district/subdistrict
pairings. 7 STRAIGHT WINS

The Platteview baseball team rattled off
seven straight victories to improve to
13-8 entering Monday’s action.

SOCCER
Gretna’s boys and girls soccer teams
both won EMC Tournament champion-
ships.. B2 (boys), B5 (girls.

BASEBALL
The Bellevue University baseball team
clinched the NSAA regular season title,
top seed in NSAA tourney. B4

TRACK AND FIELD
The Platteview girls track and field team
won their sixth meet title of the season at
Conestoga. B4


