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Court blocks
citizenship
question, at
least for now

The WashingTon PosT

WASHINGTON — The Supreme
Court on Thursday put on hold the
Trump administration’s plan to
add a citizenship question to the
2020 Census form sent to every
household, saying it had provided
a “contrived” reason for wanting
the information.

Chief Justice John Roberts
wrote the splintered opinion in the
case, Department of Commerce v.
New York. In a section the court’s
liberals agreed with, he said the
Commerce Department must pro-
vide a clearer explanation.

Agencies must offer “genuine
justifications for important deci-
sions, reasons that can be scruti-
nized by courts and the interested
public,” Roberts wrote. “Accept-
ing contrived reasons would de-
feat the purpose of the enterprise.
If judicial review is to be more
than an empty ritual, it must de-
mand something better than the
explanation offered for the action
taken in this case.”

Roberts said a district judge
was right to send the issue back to
the Commerce Department for a
better explanation.

Whether the department has
time to come up with such an ex-
planation and get judicial approval
is unclear. The administration has
said a decision was needed by the
end of June to add such a question;

Justices say administration
must provide better reason
for addition to census, but
time may be running out

Gretna school faces tough balance with memorials

By erin Duffy

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

When tragedy strikes, schools
often face a tough dilemma: how
to honor students who are mourn-
ed and missed without glorifying
death or extending the grieving

process.
After four teenagers died last

week in a one-car crash, the Gret-
na Public Schools district is try-
ing to find that delicate balance.

Student-made memorials have
cropped up in the parking lot at
Gretna High School, where the

four girls had just finished their
sophomore year. They were Abby
Barth, 16, Alex Minardi, 15, Kloe
Odermatt, 16, and Addisyn Pfeif-
er, 16. A fifth girl, Roan Brandon,
15, survived the crash with seri-
ous burns.

Alex Minardi’s car is still
parked at the school, the wind-
shield covered in drooping bou-
quets of carnations and roses
and a beaded friendship bracelet.

Next to her car, a group of about
20 students spent hours in the hot
sun painting the asphalt in shades
of green, blue, pink, orange and
yellow, with the names and nick-
names of their four friends drawn
in flowing black script.

A fifth part of the display is
dedicated to Roan Brandon, the
lone survivor. It references a Bi-
ble verse, Revelation 21:4.

Painted parking lot among tributes, but school policy and
mental health experts discourage some public displays

ALL-N EBRASKAN PLATOON TO
REUNIT E A FTER 5 DEC ADES

Claude hates the
telephone, which is
why it shocked his
wife Nadine when he
started picking it up
this winter and dialing
every night.

When an aging man
answered, Claude al-
ways started the con-
versation the same

way.
Hi, this is Claude Frerichs. I don’t

know if you remember me, I was in
Platoon 3026 ...

A few times, the call ended abruptly.
“That damn Vietnam War experience,
I don’t want to think about it, don’t call
me again,” Claude says, re-enacting
how three or four calls went.

But dozens of times, the voice on
the other end said, “Well sure. Hi,
Claude!”

That’s when Claude would tell a
fellow Marine, a fellow veteran of
Platoon 3026, about the first-ever re-

union of their one-of-a-kind platoon.
He gave them the details on the re-
union for a group of 75 Nebraska boys
who battled through boot camp, went
their separate ways into the teeth of
the Vietnam War and then lost near-
ly all contact with one another for a
half-century.

Once the details were out of the
way, Claude and the aging man on the
other end of the line would talk.

Sometimes for 10 minutes. Or 20
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Prosecutors
show video
of Trail and
Boswell buying
saws, bleach
and other
items. Midlands

SUPREME COURT
Judges “have no license” to address
partisan redistricting, ruling says. 3A

See Census: Page 3
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Tensions flare
at dem debate
as candidates
talk race, age

MIAMI (AP) — Democratic divi-
sions over race, age and ideology
surged into public view in Thurs-
day night’s presidential debate, a
prime-time clash punctuated by a
heated exchange between former
Vice President Joe Biden and Sen.
Kamala Harris of California.

It was one of several moments
that left the 76-year-old Biden, who
entered the night as his party’s
fragile front-runner, on the defen-
sive as he worked to convince vot-
ers across America that he’s still in
touch with the Democratic Party
of 2020 — and is best-positioned
to deny President Donald Trump a
second term.

“I do not believe you are a rac-
ist,” Harris said to Biden, although
she described his record of work-
ing with Democratic segregation-

Harris and Biden clash
over his civil rights record
as he makes case that he’s
still a fit in today’s party

See Debate: Page 2
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At top left, the 75 members of Platoon 3026, an all-Nebraskan Marine platoon, on June 23, 1968, when they took their oath of enlistment at the
Nebraska State Capitol. At top right, Terri Lee Schmidt, Miss Nebraska 1967, helped send off the platoon members to boot camp in San Diego.
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