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By Eugene Curtin
Associate Editor

Residents of the flooded and con-
demned Paradise Lakes community June
18 were given until July 30 to tear down
their destroyed homes and dispose of the
debris.
The Bellevue City Council voted 6-0

June 18 to impose the deadline on the
understanding that if the homes were not
demolished by that date, the city would
contract the work at a total cost of $1.2
million with the cost likely recovered
from the owners.
With a number of Paradise Lakes res-

idents in attendance, City Administrator
Jim Ristow said the city is seeking bids
to demolish the 194 homes that were de-
stroyed by the flood and that the lowest
demolition bid so far received comes to
about $6,200 per unit.
Prior to the hearing, Chief Building

Inspector Mike Christensen narrated an
aerial video of Paradise Lakes taken in
March that showed the residences under
water almost to their roof lines. Closeups
showed howmold had invaded the prop-
erties after the water receded.
No resident suggested the homes

were salvageable, with most of those
who spoke saying they simply wanted to

put the disastrous incident behind them
and move on with their lives. One speak-
er asked the city to bear the cost of the
demolition and removal, even though the
homes were privately owned and sat on
private land.
Mayor Rusty Hike said the city sym-

pathizes with their difficulties and will
do all that it legally could within its re-
sponsibility to use tax dollars for public
purposes.
In other business, council members:
• Set Aug. 17 as the date of both the

Arrows to Aerospace Parade sponsored
by the Bellevue-Offutt Kiwanis Club, and
the RiverFest celebration sponsored by

the Greater Bellevue Area Chamber of
Commerce.
• Recommended that the Nebraska

Liquor Control Commission grant Skate
City a liquor license for events restrict-
ed to adult participation. Concerns that
the presence of alcohol would compro-
mise the safety of the children who are
Skate City’s primary customer base saw
the council divide 3-3 on the issue, with
Council members Bob Stinson, Paul Cook
and Pat Shannon opposed and Council
members Don Preister, Thomas Burns
and Kathy Welch in favor.
Hike broke the tie in favor of granting

the liquor license.

Council orders Paradise Lakes homes gone by July 30
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The annexation of an as-yet uniden-
tified set of sanitary and improvement
districts is expected to be on the Bellevue
Planning Commission’s July and August
agendas.
The two sets of annexations, if ap-

proved, will join two recent annexations
of approximately 350 unincorporated
parcels that added about 500 people to
the city’s population along with new
property valuation of more than $33.8
million, resulting in more than $206,000
in additional property tax revenues.
The identities of the SIDs to be con-

sidered for annexation have not been re-
leased, but their impact on the city’s pop-
ulation and tax valuation is likely to be
far greater than the unincorporated par-
cels, which consisted largely of acreages
occupied by single homes.
In a June 12 memo to Mayor Rusty

Hike and City Administrator Jim Ristow,
Planning Director Chris Shewchuk said
staff is compiling two SID annexation
packages, one to be placed before the
Planning Commission in July, the other
in August.
He said discussions have taken place

with representatives of the SIDs under
consideration.
Shewchuk added the July session is

likely also to include a presentation on
a multi-family residential complex pro-
posed for the Normandy Hills SID just
south of the city limits.
The commission will meet at 7 p.m.

July 25 and Aug. 22.
The current annexation push is the

largest since 2008, when the annexation
of 11 SIDs added more than 5,000 resi-
dents to the city and increased the city’s
property tax base by more than $315 mil-
lion.

Next round 
of annexation 

hearings 
in the works

By Cheyenne Alexis
Staff Writer

Light Up Bellevue hosted its first wine pull
Friday and plans to make it an annual event.
The event at Bellevue University’s Adminis-

trative Services Building, saw 110 bottles of wine
given away and many auction items for guests
to bid on.
Phil Davidson, director of community rela-

tions for the City of Bellevue, said more than 100
people attended the event, generating between
$4,000 and $6,000 for holiday lights displays, in-
cluding at the Bellevue Police Department.
All the wine was donated from patrons and

businesses around Bellevue. They were bagged
and numbered for guests when they first came
into the event.
Guitars for Vets performed for guests.
Joanna Hike, the mayor’s wife and co-chair

of Light Up Bellevue, said the group staged the
fundraiser to help fund a lighted tree at the Bel-
levue Public Schools Lied Center and erect lights
at Washington Park in Olde Towne and BPD.
Hike said Dave Compton, co-chair, has been

helping with electrical and lighting, and will
help with the Bellevue Public Schools’ Lied Ac-
tivity Center lights going up this week.
“We couldn’t do it without him,” she said.
Sarah Milligan, committee board member,

came up with the idea for a wine pull as it was a
first for Bellevue.
“I thought we would do something different

in the fundraising category as a fun, summer
event, Milligan said.
Along with the wine pull was the silent auc-

tion, with about 30 donated items available for
guests to bid on. Items included gift cards, art by
local artists, gift baskets and more wine-related
gifts.
“It’s been fun to go above just businesses and

get local crafters and people to donate,” Milligan
said.
Milligan said the event was a great way for

more people to learn about Light Up Bellevue
and what the group is doing.
“We’re truly here to help the community and

raise a fun environment — Light Up Bellevue is
going to be so much fun,” she said. “We want
people to see that there’s some change in the air.”

Light Up Bellevue gets boost
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Wendy Walker submits a bid at Light Up Bellevue’s Wine Pull event Friday at Bellevue University.
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Matt Ricchini uncorks his wine bottle Friday at Light Up Bellevue’s Wine Pull 
event at the Bellevue University Administrative Services Building.

By Eugene Curtin
Associate Editor

Stand-up comics, singers, musicians,
impressionists, magicians, dancing chick-
ens and any other act that might be con-
sidered entertainment is invited to au-
dition for the Bellevue Little Theatre’s
inaugural “Bellevue’s Got Talent” com-
petition to be held Aug. 17.
The event is part of Bellevue’s annual

Arrows to Aerospace festival to be held
Aug. 15-17.
Auditions for “Bellevue’s Got Talent”

will be at the theater July 13 from 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m., and July 21 from 4 to 7 p.m. The
audition limit is two minutes.
A panel of judges will select the acts to

perform Aug. 17 at 2 p.m. or 7 p.m.
Audition times may be reserved by

completing a form available at bellev-
uelittletheatre.weebly.com.
Questions may be answered by

emailing Marya Lucca-Thyberg, “Bel-
levue’s Got Talent” coordinator, at
luccathyberg@gmail.com.

Got talent? This 
show is for you


