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AREA WRESTLERS PREPARE FOR STATE B1

By Brody Hilgenkamp
Staff Writer

Brenda and Kevin Sher-
man of Springfield like to
say they saw each other
for the first time under the
crotch of a Happy Chef
statue.
It was October of 1992,

and the two were meeting
at the since-closed restau-
rant, which stood near the
Interstate 80/Highway
370 interchange, before
heading to Vala’s Pump-
kin Patch for a Halloween
party arranged by one of
Brenda’s friends.
They didn’t realize it

at the time, but they were
standing in an awkward
location between the big
chef statue’s legs when
they formally introduced
themselves.
“At the moment, I think

we were probably pretty
nervous,” Kevin said.
The rest, as they say, is

history.
Twomonthsprior to the

Happy Chef incident, the
Shermans “met” through
a dating newspaper called
Country Connections —
think farmersonly.com,
but in newspaper form.
Bachelors and bachelor-
ettes subscribed for $50
a year, wrote profiles of
themselves and the paper
compiled the men and
women into newspapers
and sent them to members
of the opposite sex.
If a person’s profile

piqued another’s interest,
they could write each oth-
er letters through Country
Connections, which for-
warded them on to the in-
tended recipient.
Brenda grew up in

Treynor, Iowa, but was
living in Omaha at the
time. She wasn’t meeting
anyone and saw an ad for
Country Connections and
decided to join.
Kevin grew up and

was living around Lexing-
ton, Neb., which he said
played a role in his deci-
sion to subscribe.
“It’s a smaller com-

munity and there’s only

so many people and you
pretty much see the same
people all the time,” he
said.
Each of them wrote to

a few people early on, in-
cluding each other. After
writing a few letters to
Kevin, Brenda gave Kev-
in her number. She was
working for First Data at
the time and he was work-
ing for a cattle feeding
company. They’d talk in
the mornings before and
after work, she sitting in
her apartment talking on
a corded phone and he in
the farm house. They talk-
ed about family, what they
did growing up and life,
all the while not having
any idea what the other
looked like.
“You ask all the ques-

tions and there was no
concern about anything,
because I didn’t have to
domy hair or put on a nice
outfit or do my makeup,”
Brenda said.
“I would just talk to

him about stuff.”
They didn’t exchange

pictures of themselves,
but Kevin used an oppor-
tunity to do so to show his
sense of humor. He was
going to wear a “monkey
suit” — a tuxedo — to a
friend’s wedding and she
asked him to send her a
picture.
He sent a card with a

picture of a monkey on it.
“He has really good

dad humor,” Brenda said.
In a world where Tin-

der and other dating sites
encourage people to prior-
itize a person’s looks, the
Shermans say getting to
know each other over the
phone, without worrying
about appearance, worked
in their favor.
“Being married isn’t

easy for anyone,” Brenda
said. “You have to com-
promise. After you get
passed the lovey dovey
stage and you start raising
kids and trying to balance
kids and a job and a home,
that’s when you need
something deeper.
“With people wanting

instant gratification, they
expect that in a relation-
ship too.”
Six weeks of phone

conversations led to the
invitation to Vala’s and the
fateful meeting at Happy
Chef, which the Shermans
say gives their daughters a
kick.
The date went well,

they said, as they and their
friends enjoyed s’mores,
hot dogs and a hayrack
ride. Their personalities
even matched the voices
they got to know over the

phone.
They visited each oth-

er often over the next few
months, taking turns driv-
ing between Lexington
and Omaha, often driving
home late at night.
One of those rides

home stood out to Kevin
because three deer ran in
front of his car.
Kevin proposed to

Brenda in March of 1993,
but they waited to get
married until June the fol-
lowing year so they could
save up enough money to

pay for most of the wed-
ding themselves. They
now have four children
and are approaching their
25th anniversary.
The Shermans said their

advice for young couples
was to be committed and
work through times when
partners disappoint each
other.
“Some days you don’t

like each other very much
and you need to work
through that,” Kevin said.
Brenda adds that it’s al-

ways good to remember to

laugh.
“Laughter covers a

multitude of sins,” she
said. “It’s either that or
chocolate.”
When they think about

their story and the seem-
ingly antiquated way in
which they met, they see
the advantages of a more
simple, less swipe-driven
dating scene and struggle
to think of good advice for
singles.
“For single people, I

don’t know,” Brenda said.
“Good luck.”

Letters and a love story

Photo submitted by Brenda Sherman

A photo of Kevin and Brenda Sherman on their wedding day in 1994 and in the fall of 2017 at Vala’s Pumpkin Patch, where 
they had their first in-person date.

Photos by Ashley Quintela

Shawn Powell and his daughter Ainsley, 6, dance to “What Does the Fox Say?” Thursday night at the Papillion 
Landing Field House during the 14th annual Daddy/Daughter Date Night. The event, which had 175 people 
in attendance, offered dinner, dancing and a photo booth for all ages.

Trinity Allen, 12, and her dad Byron do the Cupid Shuffle Thursday 
night at the Papillion Landing Field House during the Daddy/Daughter 
Date Night.

May I have this dance?
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