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Some states act to protect drivers
from highway ‘ice missiles’

Stateline.org

WASHINGTON — Bill Tay-
lor was driving home from work
in New Hampshire last January
when a chunk of ice the size of a
shoebox broke off the top of a stor-
age container hauled by a truck
ahead of him, crashed through his
windshield and hit him squarely in
the forehead.

A good Samaritan stopped and
called 911. An ambulance took
Taylor to the emergency room. He
had a 3-inch gash on his forehead

and broken glass embedded in his
hands and face. He received about
a dozen stitches.

“It could have been worse,” said
Taylor, 42, a road and bridge con-
struction inspector for the New
Hampshire Department of Trans-
portation. “I could have died if it
had hit me in the neck and throat.”

Taylor was the victim of an “ice
missile” incident, in which sheets
or blocks of snow and ice fly off
roofs or windshields of cars and

Sarpy fears OPPD solar farms may hinder sewer expansion

By reece riStau

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Sewers vs. solar power.
Efforts to build up both could

have big implications for Sarpy
County’s future. But those efforts
also have sparked a dispute over
land.

The Omaha Public Power Dis-
trict plans to build solar farms

in eastern Nebraska that by 2024
would generate 400 to 600 mega-
watts of energy a year. To do so, it
will need up to 3,000 acres of land.

As OPPD works to understand
more about the cost and scale of
the project, it has reached agree-
ments with landowners to poten-
tially purchase their land, some of
which is in Sarpy County.

That’s concerning to some offi-

cials of a county wastewater agen-
cy that’s in the early stages of a
$220 million plan to bring sewers to
the southern portion of the county.

After the first sewer lines are
installed, the agency plans to use
new sewer fees and new proper-
ty tax revenue to pay for future
phases of the sewer project. OPPD
doesn’t pay taxes because it is a
public entity, so any land it pur-
chases in the sewer agency’s juris-
diction, known as its growth area,
would not contribute to the sewer

County could miss out on new property tax revenue, fees
if utility buys land for project in sewer agency growth area

Shrinking pool
of substitute
teachers puts
schools in bind

By Joe DeJka

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

In the old days, a substitute
teacher might find a tack on her
seat.

Nowadays, she could find a
goodie bag.

And a little something extra in
her paycheck.

Some Omaha metro area schools
are offering gifts, prizes, bonuses
and higher pay to woo substitute
teachers amid a shortage in Ne-
braska.

School officials attribute the
shortage to the good economy, an
overall shortage of teachers and
retired teachers foregoing sub-
bing to take full-time jobs.

The shortage has been growing
steadily statewide for at least a
decade, reflecting a national trend.

It’s been hitting rural areas
hard, but some metro area dis-
tricts didn’t feel the pinch until
last year.

Subs have gone from competing
for jobs to taking their pick.

“There are so many that I could
easily work every single day
for the whole year,” said Shayla
Sheets, who subs part time in sev-
eral metro area districts.

Omaha Public Schools officials
report that on any given day, 30%
of sub requests can go unfilled.

Council Bluffs reports up to
15%, and Ralston up to 17%.

Mondays and Fridays are the
hardest days to fill, officials said.

Shortage here reflects
national trend; districts
raise pay and offer prizes
and bonuses to lure subs
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‘Very special thing’: Iowa Dems
outside state caucus tonight, too

SAN TAN VALLEY, Ariz. (AP) —
For Iowans, going to college out of
state, studying abroad or winter-
ing in Arizona used to mean giving
up quite a bit of power in picking
presidents.

But this year, the Iowa caucuses
won’t all be in Iowa. Nearly 1,300
Democrats temporarily away
from home will still attend the
crucial first-in-the-nation caucuses
from Paris or Palm Springs or doz-
ens of places in between.

It’s the first time the Iowa Dem-

ocratic Party is holding “satellite
caucuses” in far-flung locales to
allow more people to participate in
a process often derided as opaque
and exclusionary. Their votes will
be added to the complex formula
for divvying delegates among the
Democratic candidates seeking
their party’s nomination to take on
President Donald Trump.

“It’s nice to have that specific
influence that you get for being an
Iowa resident and being the first

A cold reality check
After groundhog’s prediction

and a nice day raise hopes of
an early spring, it’ll feel more
like winter today. Midlands

Weather
High: 33

Freezing drizzle
Low: 19

Details: 4A
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Substitute teacher Barbara Cole assists student Grace Colbert at Papillion-La Vista High School. That district plans to offer a cash bonus for subs
who work a certain number of days in March, April and May. Subs, generally, get no benefits like health or dental insurance.See Subs: Page 2

See Ice: Page 3 See Caucuses: Page 2


