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OFFUTT RUNWAY

Upgrades
are delayed
10 months,
price rises

By Steve Liewer

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

The long-awaited reconstruc-
tion of the runway at Offutt Air
Force Base has been pushed back
10 months and will cost $46 million
more than earlier estimates, say
officials from the Air Force’s 55th
Wing.

The project had been sched-
uled to begin in December but is
now being pushed back to October
2020, with completion one year lat-
er. And the cost of the project, esti-
mated at $130 million when it was
announced in January, has now
jumped to $176 million, said Col.
Alan Dayton, who heads Offutt’s
55th Mission Support Group.

Dayton told The World-Her-
ald that the 35% price increase is
mostly due to extra elements that
have been added to the project.
For example, he said, reconstruc-
tion of the apron near the south
end of the runway and the “ham-
merhead” turnaround area at the
north end have been added at a
combined cost of $26.5 million.

The rebuilt runway will have
concrete touchdown areas, while
the center line and shoulders will
be made of asphalt. It will also be
narrowed from its original width,
and new lighting will be installed.

“It’s more than a full replace-
ment,” Dayton said.

The money is slated to come
from the Air Force’s “operations
and maintenance” budget.

The 10-month delay, Dayton
said, will better align construc-
tion work around Nebraska’s cli-
mate. The revised schedule will
allow demolition and earth-mov-
ing to occur before snow falls
and the ground freezes. Asphalt

Now expected to begin
in October 2020 and cost
$176 million, the revised
project has more elements

NEBRASKA COULD BE CENTER
OF BATTLE OVER WEEDKILLER

By Henry J. CordeS

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

COLERIDGE, Neb. — For a
third-generation farmer like Larry
Domina, it seemed like the biggest
labor-saver since the invention of
the tractor.

Agri-chemical giant Monsanto
in the late 1990s came out with ge-
netically modified corn and soybean
varieties that were resistant to the
company’s Roundup herbicide.

After planting these “Roundup
Ready” seeds, Domina and other
farmers could freely spray the
weedkiller all over their fields
without fear it would kill off their
crops, too. For Domina, it meant no
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in hosting first wave of

cases over roundup safety
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Larry Domina was diagnosed in 2012 with non-Hodgkin lymphoma, a type of cancer
that he blames on the weedkiller Roundup he used on his bean and corn crops near
Coleridge. His related lawsuit was among the first of thousands filed since 2016. See Roundup: Page 4

the Huskers were fast out of the gates, and then ...
Nebraska showed some

first-game jitters. But

while the Husker offense

didn’t have its finest per-

formance, the defense and

special teams atoned for

it. The result was a 35-21

victory over South Ala-

bama to open the season.
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DAILY KIOSK GAME
Take a shot every day to guess the location of
12 different ships on the kiosk game board.

Maximum of 4 turns for the kiosk game each day. Visit a Rewards Center Kiosk to swipe & play. Must be present to win for drawing.
Subject to IRGC approval. This promotion may be discontinued at any time. See Rock Star Rewards Club for complete details.

Must be 21 or older. If you or someone you know needs gambling treatment, call 800.BETS.OFF.

First person to sink the entire fleet will

WIN $5,000 CASH!
PLUS: Get a bonus prize for each ship you sink!
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