
January 29, 2020  •  Volume 24  •  Number 5 $2.00

MONARCHS COMPETE AT NEBRASKA PREP CLASSIC B4

 Covering the cities of Papillion  •  La Vista  •  Springfield

The Papillion Times • Covering the cities of Papillion • La Vista • Springfield CONTACT US 
News 402-505-3613  
Delivery 402-733-7500  
Advertising 402-444-1248

CHECK IT OUT @PAPILLIONTIMES.COM 
www.facebook.com/papilliontimes or on Twitter @papilliontimes

By Ron Petak
Executive Editor

The name is synonymous with Catho-
lic education in Papillion, but who exact-
ly was St. Columbkille?

According to the parish website, St. 
Columbkille is considered one of the 
three great saints of Ireland and was the 
first missionary to Scotland.

Born in 521 in Donegal, Ireland, to a 
family connected to kings and princes, 
Columb was a gifted man, who wrote po-
etry and music, established churches and 
monasteries, preached the Gospel and 
painted manuscripts.

His family sent him off to study at 
Clonard Abbey, where he surrendered 
his princely claims, became a monk and 
was ordained. He spent the next 15 years 
preaching and teaching in Ireland. By the 
time he was 25, he had founded 27 Irish 
monasteries, including those at Derry, 
Durrow and Kells, as well as some 40 
churches.

In 563 at the age of 42, he left Ireland 
with 12 companions and landed on the 
island of Iona off the coast of Scotland, 
where he built yet another monastery. 
Iona became the heart of Celtic Christi-
anity.

His work for the Church gained 
him the addition of “kille” to his name. 
Columb means “dove” in Gaelic and kille 
is “church”, so he came to be known as 
the “church’s dove”.

St. Columbkille died in 597. His feast 
day is June 9. To read more on the life of 
St. Columbkille, visit the parish website 
saintcolumbkille.org/about-us/who-is-
st-columbkille.

Who is St. 
ColumbkilleBy Ashley Quintela

Staff Writer

When Alissa Olson 
walked out of St. Columbkille 
Catholic School more than 20 
years ago, she never imag-
ined she’d end in the same 
place she was once a wide-
eyed student.

In 1999, Olson graduated 
from St. Columbkille and in 
2012, she became a teacher.

“When I came back, it felt 
like home,” Olson said.

Ever since she was little, 
Olson said she’d dreamed 
about standing in front of a 
classroom helping students 
achieve their full potential.

“When we went to the 
store, my mom would ask if 
I was sure I didn’t want dolls 
and I would just be like, ‘I 
want paper and crayons,’” 
she said.

After earning a teaching 
degree from the University 
of Nebraska—Lincoln, Olson 
went on to teach for Lincoln 
Public Schools. But wanting 
to be a little closer to home, 
she applied for a position 
with Omaha Public Schools.

Then she got a call to in-
terview at the school she was 
all-too familiar with.

“I didn’t hesitate. When 
I got the position, it just felt 
like this is what I was sup-
posed to do,” she said.

“It just felt like it was God 

calling me to be here at the 
time.”

Olson taught kindergarten 
for five years and for the past
three years she’s been a third 
grade teacher.
When she first started, Ol-

son said it was strange call-
ing her former teachers col-
leagues, but it was a change 
she feels privileged to expe-
rience.

Olson said she had many 
great teachers who inspired 

her to become an educator.
“They made sure we knew 

they cared about us and that 
was really important to me,” 
she said. “I’ve just learned so 
much from being here.”

One of her favorite aspects 
of working in a Catholic 
school, she said, is being able 
to practice her faith openly.

“Being able to talk about 
my faith and sharing that 
with the kids has been real-
ly important to me,” Olson 

said. “You get to talk about it 
and it’s amazing because you 
don’t have to hide how you 
feel.”

She also loves watching 
her students talk about Jesus, 
Olson said.

“The kids love talking 
about Jesus. We can pull Jesus 
in just about every lesson,” 
she said. “Getting to watch 
kids engage in in-depth con-
versations of how they feel 
about it has been amazing.”

As a Catholic school teach-
er, Olson said she often re-
minds her students the sac-
rifices their parents make so
they can attend St. Columb-
kille, especially during Cath-
olic Schools Week.

“It’s really a week where 
we get to be thankful for 
coming to a Catholic school,” 
she said. “We make sure they 
understand that and it’s defi-
nitely a privilege to come to 
a Catholic school because you 
get to talk about Jesus and 
express your faith whenever 
you want.”

Even on the days teaching 
is hard, Olson said there’s no 
place she’d rather be.
“There are definitely hard

days, but I always want to 
come back,” she said. “It’s 
who I am.”

Olson said she looks for-
ward to seeing her students’ 
faces every morning.

“It’s why I do it,” she said.

Faith draws Olson back to St. Columbkille
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Third grade teacher Alissa Olson teaches her students about 
Martin Luther King Jr. Friday at St. Columbkille Catholic School.

By Brody Hilgenkamp
Staff Writer

Until recently, Maddie Ahlers 
lived above a bar in a metro 
downtown area and could walk 
to her job at a boutique clothing 
store.

But it wasn’t in a trendy 
Omaha area like Blackstone or 
the Old Market. It was in down-
town Papillion.

If the city’s plans to redevel-
op city-owned property come 
to fruition, living arrangements 
like that of Ahlers and others 
who reside above businesses 
will be a prominent feature of 
the area’s identity.

Multiple buildings in down-
town Papillion have residences 
above them. Ahlers lived above 
Twisted Vine, a wine and craft 
beer bar on Washington Street 
(84th Street), for about a year 
before she moved out in Decem-
ber.

There are also units above a 
shoe repair store down the block 
and across the street above a cof-
fee shop, to name a few.

She works at Kajoma’s Bou-
tique, a nearby clothing store. 
Her mother, Kim Ahlers, owns 
Kajoma’s and used part of the 
space above Twisted Vine as 
a warehouse for her inventory 
while Maddie lived in the apart-
ment.

“It was a cute little place,” 
Maddie Ahlers said.

Maddie has lived in Papillion 
her whole life and liked how 
she could walk easily to work 
and other downtown business-
es, that she didn’t have to deal 
with lots of noisy neighbors like 
she would in a large apartment 
complex and could hear music 
coming from Twisted Vine.

“That’s a really cool place to 
go if you’re wanting more of a 
night out,” she said.

More diverse eating options 
would be a welcome addition to 
downtown Papillion, she said.

“It would be nice for some-
one to invest in a maybe a cute 
brunch or breakfast place be-
cause we don’t really have any-

thing like that down here,” she 
said, adding a Mexican restau-
rant would be nice as well.

Summer Stanton and Justin 
Hanig live in one of four units 
above a daycare one block to the 
east on Jefferson Street. There 
are also units above a lawyer’s 
office next door.

The couple has lived there for 
about four years — Hanig has 
lived there a total of six — and 
enjoy how downtown Papillion 
is quiet and safe, and communi-
ty events like Papillion Days and 
Winter Wonderland are cen-
tered just a few steps away, even 
if parking becomes difficult.

“It’s really nice to have a 
bunch of community events and 
the city invest in its own down-
town there,” Hanig said.

Even though their apartment 
may be smaller than units in oth-

er complexes, delivery compa-
nies sometimes have a hard time 
finding the front door and there
is no garage, they like how af-
fordable the space is and suggest 
developers should keep housing 
options diverse and accessible.

“There’s all these new real-
ly fancy apartment places, but 
we’re not going to do that right 
now,” Stanton said.

“Everyone is catering to the 
higher-end apartments, but this 
is a safe area, just make it pretty 
nice.”

Stanton said she would add 
a local bank branch to any de-
velopment in downtown, and 
Hanig said mom-and-pop din-
ing options and areas like First 
Street Plaza that foster commu-
nity engagement would add to 
the area.

“If they’re taking it that kind 

of way — the homey, local kind 
of way — that definitely sounds
really, really appealing,” he said.

Raymond Hulett lives across 
the hall and has lived in Papil-
lion for two years. He moved 
from Wichita, Kansas, for work 
and his wife joins him in Papil-
lion a couple weeks a month, he 
said.

His wife likes living in down-
town because Sump Memorial 
Library is close, he said, and 
they enjoy the downtown dec-
orations around the holidays. 
When their granddaughters vis-
ited, they took them to a nearby 
park and Papio Fun Park, Hulett 
said.

The redevelopment propos-
als sought by the city are similar 
to ones that are popular in Wich-
ita, he said.

“It’s gone over pretty big,” he 

said. “People like it.”
Hulett said more restaurants, 

a dry cleaning business, a small 
theater or small grocery would 
be nice to have within walking 
distance.

“I’ll pay a little more for the 
convenience of not having to 
go to a Hy-Vee or Baker’s if it’s 
right here,” he said.

John Werthmann has lived 
in downtown Papillion since 
1995, he said. He lives above the 
Jefferson Street law offices of
former Papillion Mayor James 
Blinn, and he likes living in the 
area and walking to local stores, 
a coffee shop and restaurants.

He is also able to walk to City 
Park, the local American Legion 
post and Papillion Days.

“Living in downtown Papil-
lion is very handy for me,” he 
said.

What is it like to live in downtown Papillion?
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Justin Hanig, right, and Summer Stanton live above a daycare in downtown Papillion. Hanig works in Omaha and Stanton is in graduate school at 
College of St. Mary.


