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NEBRASKA PRIMARY
Full list of results. Page 9A

Mayor identifies first street projects
tied to approval of bonds. Page 4A

Voter participation sets state record,
beating 1972 primary. Page 4A

Dems brush
offAshford’s
snub of
Eastman

By Henry J. Cordes

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Kara Eastman and Nebraska
Democrats stumbled a bit out of
the blocks on day one of their gen-
eral election campaign against
Rep. Don Bacon, with one of East-
man’s primary rivals declining to
endorse her.

But Democrats argued that Ann
Ashford’s snub — which was based
both on policy and personal differ-
ences with Eastman — was not a
sign of a wider rift within the par-
ty’s ranks.

To the contrary, they say, the
party and its apparatus are far
more in sync with Eastman than
two years ago, when differences
among Eastman, state party lead-
ers and the fundraising arm of
House Democrats in Washington
contributed to Eastman’s narrow
loss to Bacon.

“I can say for certain that Ann’s
decision not to endorse Kara yet
— and I use the word yet, because
I’m confident it will come — is not
a sign of any rift in the party,” said
Jane Kleeb, chair of the Nebraska
Democrats. “We are moving to-
gether as a team, leaving anything
that happened in 2018 behind us.”

Bacon, the Republican seeking
a third term for the Omaha-area
House seat, said Ashford’s non-en-

Non-endorsement doesn’t
reflect a party split, leaders
say, but Bacon calls it a
sign of her ‘extreme’ views

Ricketts calls editorial critical of test effort ‘premature’

By Paul Hammel

and martHa stoddard

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — Gov. Pete Ricketts
announced some fixes to the Test-
Nebraska initiative on Wednesday
to address startup problems, and
he pushed back against a newspa-
per editorial giving the program a
“failing grade.”

“First of all, guys, it’s been a
week and a half (since the test-
ing began),” Ricketts said, when
asked about the editorial. “It’s a
brand-new program.”

“We rushed this to get it out
as quickly as possible,” he said.
“We certainly could have spent a
month or two testing this, but we
thought the better deal here was
to make sure we had more test-

ing.”
An editorial in the Grand Is-

land Independent on Tuesday said
TestNebraska had failed medical
providers in that central Nebras-
ka hot spot for COVID-19 because
the public-private testing collabo-
ration hadn’t shared positive test
results with public health officials
there since testing began. That
left doctors and nurses “flying
blind” in battling the highly con-
tagious virus, the newspaper said.

Ricketts said that the editorial
was “premature” because Test-

Nebraska data had been incorpo-
rated into the state’s coronavirus
data system by Tuesday night and
information was now being pro-

G.I. paper said TestNebraska didn’t share results with
health officials; that, other glitches fixed, governor says

MASS TESTING AT TYSON IN
MADISON FINDS 212 CASES

By erin duffy

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Increased testing at the Tyson
Foods pork plant in Madison, Ne-
braska, which temporarily shut
down last week for deep cleaning,
revealed that 212 workers had
COVID-19.

More than 1,400 workers, con-
tractors and vendors at the plant,
south of Norfolk, were tested by
either Tyson or local health care
providers at the beginning of May.

That means about 14.5% of the
entire workforce there tested
positive, according to the results
released jointly by Tyson and
the Elkhorn Logan Valley Pub-
lic Health Department, giving a
clearer picture of just one of the
meatpacking plant outbreaks in
Nebraska.

Seventy-four of those who test-
ed positive had no symptoms.

By Wednesday, 302 cases of
COVID-19 had been confirmed in
the Elkhorn Logan Valley health
district, which includes Madison,

Of 1,400 pork plant workers tested, 14.5% have virus; with
results and steps by company, limits eased in 4-county areaAs new clusters

emerge, WHO
warns virus may
be here to stay

BRUSSELS (AP) — New coro-
navirus clusters have surfaced
around the world as nations strug-
gle to balance reopening econo-
mies and preventing a new surge
of infections, while a top global
health official warned Wednesday
that COVID-19 could be around for
a long time.

Several countries that had loos-
ened restrictions were reimpos-
ing them after new clusters were
found.

“This virus may never go away,”
Dr. Michael Ryan, a top World
Health Organization official, said
in a press briefing Wednesday.
Without a vaccine, he said it could
take years for the global popula-
tion to build up sufficient levels of
immunity.

“I think it’s important to put this
on the table,” he said. “This virus
may become just another endemic
virus in our communities,” he said,
noting that other previously novel
diseases like HIV have never dis-
appeared but that effective treat-
ments have been developed.

Lebanon and South Korea have
resumed restrictions on move-
ment after a surge in cases.

Authorities in Wuhan, the
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Chill out and be kind during these fraught times. Randy Essex, Page 2A

As Iowa deaths surge, Reynolds further eases restrictions. Page 5A

Famous Nebraskans thank health care workers in video. Page 5A

Minor league teams, including Omaha’s, face harsh economic realities. Sports

MORE COVID-19 INSIDE
Shelved CDC guidance more
restrictive than the White House’s
plan. Page 11A
Prodded by the U.S., Mexico will
restart its factories. Page 12A

CORONAVIRUS CASES
Infections Deaths

Nebraska 9,075 107
Iowa 13,289 306
U.S. 1,364,061 82,246

*As of 10 p.m. Wednesday

See Virus: Page 4

See 2nd District: Page 4
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Tyson has not yet released test results from its beef plant in Dakota City. Disclosing case
numbers tied to meat plants has become a hot-button issue in Nebraska, and the health
agency that released results from Madison will hold off on releasing more Tyson numbers. See Meatpacking: Page 2

See Ricketts: Page 2


