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In first public remarks, Mueller
says probe didn’t exonerate Trump

WASHINGTON (AP) — Spe-
cial counsel Robert Mueller said
Wednesday that charging Presi-
dent Donald Trump with a crime
was “not an option” because of
federal rules, but he used his first
public remarks on the Russia in-
vestigation to emphasize that he
did not exonerate the president.

“If we had had confidence that
the president clearly did not com-
mit a crime, we would have said
so,” Mueller declared.

The special counsel’s remarks
stood as a pointed rebuttal to
Trump’s repeated claims that he
was cleared and that the two-year
inquiry was merely a “witch hunt.”

They also marked a counter to
criticism, including by Attorney
General William Barr, that Muel-
ler should have reached a deter-
mination on whether the president
illegally tried to obstruct the probe
by taking actions such as firing his
FBI director.

Mueller made clear that his
team never considered indicting
Trump because the Justice Depart-
ment prohibits the prosecution of a
sitting president.

“Charging the president with a
crime was therefore not an option
we could consider,” Mueller said
during a televised statement. He

New trash plan: yard waste pickup, 3 carts

By AAron SAnderford

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Omaha Mayor Jean Stothert is
trying to revive a trash-hauling
contract that a clear majority on
the City Council once described
as dead on arrival.

The mayor’s latest plan ad-
dresses two of the public’s chief
complaints about the proposal:
the handling of yard waste and
the number of carts that people
get.

Under the new plan, residents
could put unlimited yard waste
at the curb on Saturdays for six
weeks each spring and fall. Those
clippings would be composted. In-
dividual property owners would
not pay more.

In addition, larger households
could request three carts, instead
of two, after 90 days at no addi-
tional charge to them.

The seasonal yard waste
changes would require bidding
out a new contract, separate from

the city’s next trash contract.
The city expects the program to
replace proposed spring and fall
yard waste drop-off sites and
to cost between $500,000 and
$600,000 a year.

Stothert, in an interview
Wednesday afternoon, said she
aims for the city to cover the cost
of the third trash cart for house-
holds of five or more. The city
would do so by changing a city or-
dinance that provides additional
trash pickup for families of eight
or more.

It was not clear how the city
or the selected trash contractor

With revisions, Stothert is attempting to revive a
contract that didn’t have support in the City Council

ON PAGE 6A
Stretches of Interstate 29 are again
closed because of flooding.

IN MIDLANDS
Don’t be too quick to file insurance
claims after Tuesday’s hail.

ON OMAHA.COM
Find the latest flood updates, as
well as more photos and videos.

‘We can only lose so much’: Fear and
sadness in Hamburg as rivers rise again

By erin duffy

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

HAMBURG, Iowa — With grim
determination, the Finnell fami-
ly emptied more inventory from
their downtown antique store
Wednesday as the small Iowa town
prepares for what could be Round
2 of flooding.

Several feet of water poured
into the Main Street store during
record flooding in March that left
a portion of Hamburg underwater.
Now, the rapidly rising Missouri
River threatens the town again.

Large amounts of rain, saturated
soil and runoff in the Missouri Ba-
sin are forcing higher releases of
Missouri River water from Gavins
Point Dam in South Dakota.

Gavins Point releases went from
65,000 cubic feet per second on
Tuesday to 70,000 on Wednesday.
A jump to 75,000 is expected Sat-
urday.

Discharges in a normal year are
around 30,000.

The releases and the recent
heavy rains in Nebraska and Iowa
are expected to worsen the flood-
ing problems in such downstream
Iowa cities as Hamburg, Percival

Hundreds remain
displaced and repairs
to breached levees are
ongoing after March floods
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Nebraska’s
Isaiah Roby
and Creighton’s
Martin
Krampelj will
remain in NBA
draft. Sports

School yearbooks with Christian
symbol on cover are reprinted

By Joe deJkA

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

An Elkhorn school that drew
national attention for a Christmas
controversy last winter recently
faced another religious-expres-
sion issue.

This time, it centered on the
school yearbook.

Fifth-graders at Manchester
Elementary School voted to put a
Christian symbol on the yearbook

cover: a cross.
It is not clear who designed the

cover art, if the students had oth-
er choices or who authorized its
printing.

But it ended up on the yearbook.
The board of directors of the

Parent Teacher Organization, in
charge of producing the yearbook,
subsequently reprinted the book
without the cross.

A spokeswoman for the Elkhorn
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Zoo’s herd grows by one
There’s a lot of logistics in moving
an elephant, but “this went pretty

darn smoothly.” Midlands
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Glenn Finnell, 78, lived through the floods in 1952, 1993 and 2011, but is considering not reopening his business after this year’s
flood in Hamburg, Iowa. Debris from the March floods can still be seen in the area: a tire off Waubonsie Avenue near the Interstate
29 overpass north of Thurman, and mattresses piled in front of the Hamburg Inn. If floodwaters rush in, that will all be washed away.
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