
2 weeks in jail for failure to report abuse

By Todd Cooper

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Former Fontenelle Elemen-
tary Principal Eric Nelson had
already pleaded no contest to a
misdemeanor over his failure to
report abuse by a teacher at the
Omaha school.

But that didn’t stop attorneys
from feuding during a sentenc-
ing hearing Monday over the va-
lidity of the charge.

In fact, the hearing took on
the tenor of a trial — albeit a
trial conducted via videoconfer-

encing software,
with Nelson and
his attorney,
Steve Lefler, ap-
pearing behind
surgical masks.

Before Nelson
was sentenced
to two weeks in

jail and one year of probation,
Lefler rattled off several defens-
es of his client’s failure to go to
authorities once two staffers
raised alarms about first grade
teacher Greg Sedlacek’s behav-

ior with little girls. Under state
law, adults, especially school and
medical officials, are required to
report if they have reasonable
suspicions that a child has been
abused.

“It’s all nonsense,” prosecutor
Molly Keane said of Lefler’s de-
fenses. “Excuse after excuse af-
ter excuse. If Mr. Nelson wanted
a trial on this matter, he should
have had a trial.”

It was a bit of a trial by broad-
band Monday. What no one dis-
puted: that Sedlacek was the
predator, having admitted to
molesting six first graders in his
short stint at Fontenelle. Sed-

Debate over charge continues at sentencing of former
OPS principal; teacher who molested kids is in prison

Tiny Dakota County now has second-most cases in state

By erin duffy

and nanCy Gaarder

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITERS

Dakota County, across the riv-
er from Sioux City, Iowa, and on
the South Dakota border, has only
about 20,000 people.

But it also has a massive Tyson
Foods beef plant in Dakota City

where 4,000-plus people work,
a plant that locals suspect is the
center of a major coronavirus
outbreak there.

Dakota County reported 608
coronavirus cases as of Monday,
and one death over the weekend,
eclipsing the 489 known coro-
navirus cases in Douglas Coun-
ty, which is home to Omaha and

about 571,000 people. Dakota
County’s per capita rate of coro-
navirus cases is 40 times higher
than Douglas County’s.

Dakota County now has one of
the highest numbers of corona-
virus cases in Nebraska, second
only to Hall County, where the
Grand Island area is battling its
own wave of infections. It joins a
number of other coronavirus hot
spots in Nebraska and across the
country, many of which are heav-

Its virus rate is 40 times higher than Douglas County’s;
like other recent hot spots, it has a large meat plant

LIKE PARK RULES, HE’S RELAXED
With city parks open again, Andrew Bodlak and his dog, Nyla, were able to enjoy a beautiful spring day at Elmwood

Park. Social distancing guidelines are still in place in Omaha parks, which closed April 8 because of the pandemic. The

state will allow Douglas County and 58 other counties to ease some restrictions next week. Find a rundown on Page 6A.
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Eastman, eyeing
Bacon rematch,
says progressive
ideas gain steam

By aaron Sanderford

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Omaha Democrat Kara Eastman
has sanded some of the edges off
her rhetoric and approach in her
second try for Congress after a
close loss in 2018.

She’s running a favorite’s race
in the 2020 Democratic primary,
looking past May 12 to the general
election. She has focused her fire
on GOP Rep. Don Bacon and large-
ly ignored the two Democratic
candidates she must defeat to take
him on — lawyer Ann Ashford and
restaurateur Gladys Harrison.

She’s reaching out early and of-
ten to Omaha-area political inde-
pendents.

And the way she talks about her
progressive policies has changed
since 2018. For example, she uses
the term “Medicare for all” less
often — even though she supports
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Ricketts tries to balance risks and benefits as he eases restrictions. Page 2A

Nebraska Crossing says some stores will reopen Friday. Midlands, Page 3A

Omaha wants Douglas County and the state to share their federal aid. Page 6A

CDC now lists headaches and loss of taste among symptoms of virus. Page 7A

See Eastman: Page 2

CORONAVIRUS CASES
Infections Deaths

Nebraska 3,358 56
Iowa 5,868 127
U.S. 957,875 53,922

*As of 10 p.m. Monday

MORE COVID-19 INSIDE
In a race against time, vaccine
testing expands. Page 7A.
Virus will likely increase meat prices
and decrease selection. Page 8A

Eric Nelson

See Nelson: Page 2

Nursing
homes are
still in ‘an
awful fight’

By MarTha SToddard

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — The coronavirus
pandemic has reached more than
one in 10 Nebraska nursing homes
and assisted living facilities, caus-
ing sickness and death among
some of the state’s most vulnera-
ble residents.

At least that’s the best estimate
from an industry representative.

Official tallies are unavailable
from the Nebraska Department
of Health and Human Services,
including the number of affected
facilities, number of cases among
residents and staff, and number
of deaths. Unlike some states, Ne-
braska also does not make public
the names of facilities with infec-
tions.

An HHS spokeswoman said offi-
cials are “currently compiling and
analyzing data” and “hope to have
that available in the future.”

But Heath Boddy, president and
CEO of the Nebraska Health Care
Association, which represents
both nursing homes and assisted
living facilities, said long-term
care homes are struggling to con-
trol outbreaks, maintain staffing
levels and find enough protective
equipment for workers.

“It’s still an awful fight, a war
of sorts with the virus,” he said. “I

Nebraska has provided
no count, but virus has hit
more than 1 in 10 facilities;
testing remains a challenge

See Nursing homes: Page 5

See Hot spot: Page 5

Shootings, homicides increase
Police chief thinks the uptick is a

side effect of the pandemic. Page 4A

NU lands offensive lineman
The 6-foot-7, 332-pound player likes
Huskers’ “insane” fan base. Sports
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