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OPS PENSION FUND

Amid dissent,
trustees keep
travel money
in new budget

By Emily NitchEr

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

The trustees of the troubled
Omaha Public Schools pension
fund will continue to travel to ed-
ucational conferences and work-
shops, despite some members’ ob-
jections.

The trustees of the Omaha
School Employees’ Retirement
System (OSERS) had budgeted to
spend about $38,000 in fiscal year
2018 for attendance at workshops,
conferences and meetings. That’s
less than the $46,000 spent in fiscal
year 2017.

At their meeting early this
month, the trustees reduced the
budget for continuing education to
$30,000 for the 2019-20 fiscal year,
according to information provided
by OSERS. The vote on the entire
2019-20 budget, which included
the money for travel, was 4-3.

Trustees Donald Erikson, Rog-
er Rea, Lance Purdy and James
Ripa voted to approve the budget.
DeLayne Havlovic, Scott Herch-
enbach and OPS Superintendent
Cheryl Logan voted no.

The $30,000 is only a small por-
tion of OSERS’s overall budget.
And minuscule compared to the
pension shortfall of $812 million.
But some trustees and others feel
that spending anything on travel
sends the wrong message when
the school district budget is being
cut to shore up the fund.

Supporters of continuing to fund
trustees’ travel to workshops said
it is important for members to be
educated about pension issues.

Earlier this year, The World-Her-
ald ran a series looking at the roots
of the OPS pension shortfall. The
shortfall is forcing OPS to slash
its budget to make additional pay-
ments to bring the fund back to
solvency.

Part of the series highlighted
how many of the OSERS trustees
consistently traveled to a pair
of national teacher retirement
fund conferences and workshops.
Though one of the nation’s small-
est school retirement systems, OS-
ERS would typically have among
the largest convention delegations.

OPS’s former and current super-
intendents have both criticized the
travel, with Logan noting that the

$30,000 for conference
trips is less than before, but
Logan, others fault optics
for fund in a deep hole
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Families displaced by March flooding
grow tired of ‘perma-camping’

By EriN Duffy

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Lacey Geer’s two kids grumbled
last year about their parents’ long
hours at work. Why didn’t they
have time to take them camping?

“It’s ironic,” Geer, 34, said. “Now
we’re perma-camping.”

Memorial Day weekend, weath-
er permitting, is usually a huge
camping holiday for Nebraskans
and Iowans eager to jump-start
their summers.

But this year, dozens of families
like Geer’s are camping — not so
they can roast marshmallows and
get a taste of the great outdoors
— but because they have no other
choice.

Jim Harvey, 59, and his family
are outdoorsy types. When spring
comes, he’s usually hunting the
woods for morel mushrooms.

But as the days drag on, every-
one’s starting to get a little sick of

Iowa park is home to 60
not-so-happy campers;
flooded-out Nebraskans
live in 25 RVs in Fremont
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IMPROVING ECONOMY, AGING POPULATION

Mexican migration to u.S. has
plummeted over past 20 years

thE WashiNgtoN Post

URUAPAN, Mexico — Not long
ago, it seemed as if every young
person in this city was heading
north, part of an exodus from Mex-
ico that sent millions of people to
the U.S. illegally.

But that flow has since slowed to
a trickle. Migration from Mexico
has dropped 90% over the past 20
years; this year, for the first time
ever, Guatemala and Honduras are
on pace to surpass it as the leading
sources of illegal immigration to
the U.S.

The young men and women of
Uruapan, which has grown to be-
come the world’s avocado capi-
tal, are doing something historic:

They’re staying here.
Thirty-three-year-old Jose Gar-

duno Hernandez works as an ag-
ricultural engineer, inspecting
avocado orchards that send their
vegetables to the U.S.

“Our parents saw no other op-
tion but to migrate,” he said. “But
for us, we see alternatives.

“If I go to the United States, it
will be as a tourist.”

The dramatic changes in mi-
gration flows from Mexico are
the product of multiple factors.
Among them: the growth of the
country’s economy, an aging pop-
ulation, more visas for temporary
work and increased U.S. border
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Kids living with their families at Waubonsie State Park include Tessa Schoville, above, and
A.J. Geer, at top. Tessa, 11, is pointing toward standing water near Percival, Iowa, where
her home was damaged by floodwaters. Ten-year-old A.J.’s family lost a home in Hamburg.
Now he, his three siblings and their parents share a camper with three dogs and five cats.

See Flood: Page 2

LONDON (AP) — Theresa May
ended her failed three-year quest
to lead Britain out of the European
Union on Friday, announcing that
she will step down as Conserva-
tive Party leader June 7, triggering
a contest to choose a new prime
minister who will try to complete
Brexit.

“I have done my best,” May said
in a speech outside No. 10 Down-
ing St. as close aides and her hus-
band Philip looked on, before ac-
knowledging that it was not good
enough.

As she concluded her remarks,
she struggled to contain her emo-
tions, and her voice broke as she
expressed “enduring gratitude to
have had the opportunity to serve

the country I love.”
Then she turned and strode

through the famous black door of
the prime minister’s residence.

May will stay on as a caretaker
prime minister until the new lead-
er is chosen, a process the Conser-
vatives aim to complete by late
July. The new party leader will be-
come prime minister without the
need for a general election.

She became prime minister in
July 2016, a month after the United
Kingdom voted to leave the Euro-
pean Union, and her premiership
has been consumed by the attempt
to deliver on that verdict.

May was brought down by Brex-
it, but her nemesis wasn’t the EU,

As May calls it quits, fervent Brexit
backer is likely to take her place

See May: Page 2


