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SUMMER READING GOES VIRTUAL 4

By Cheyenne Alexis
Staff Writer

The Bellevue Police De-
partment worked closely 
with the Omaha Police 
Department, assisting) 
during recent protests.

Several protests around 
the metro area were held 
in response to the May 25 
killing of George Floyd, a 
black man, by a white po-
lice officer, Derek Chauvin
in Minneapolis.

Andy Jashinske, 
spokesperson for BPD, 
said the department has 
stepped in when needed 
with Omaha, and around 
its own city.

“We’re constantly 
watching and identifying 
threats to the communi-
ty,” he said. “We’ve sent 
officers to Omaha, to 72nd
and Dodge streets and 
the Old Market, and we 
have officers working the
road.”

Jashinske said there 
were officers who assisted
at the southeast precinct 
at Deer Park Boulevard in 
Omaha.

“We are willing and 
able to assist in any way,” 
he said.

Bellevue also had a 
smaller protest on Galvin 
and Harlan roads May 31. 
The three-hour demon-
stration drew up to 100 
people throughout the 
evening.

“It went really well and 

it was an honor to be part 
of it,” Jashinske said. “Ev-
eryone was calm during 
the protest and it was ex-
citing to see the communi-
ty react.”

Howard Banks, the-
school resource officer su-
pervisor for BPD, said he 
was happy to interact and 
converse with Bellevue 
citizens during the protest.

“I support people 
peacefully protesting and 
standing up for what they 
believe in,” Banks said. 

“As a department, we 
wanted to show that we 
support and will stand 
with peaceful protesters 
against bad police officers.

“The conversations 
were great, they were 
peaceful, informative and 
challenged both sides to 
listen and empathize with 
one another. These type of 
conversations will help us 
strengthen our communi-
ty.”

Banks said he contact-
ed the protest’s organizer, 

Marcus Jarmon, to see if 
the officers could join the
protesters peacefully and 
support the community.

“For the most part, I 
believe that many of the 
citizens in Bellevue ap-
preciate the police depart-
ment’s efforts in trying to 
keep them safe,” Banks 
said.

Though Omaha and 
Bellevue both issued cur-
fews June 1 for 72 hours,
Bellevue lifted its a day 
early after finding “no

threat against the commu-
nity.”

“We had no issues,” 
Jashinske said. “We had 
some minor groups pop 
up at 24th and Cornhusk-
er, but it was a whole lot 
of nothing.”

Jashinske said in his 
20 years at BPD, the most 
protests the department 
has assisted with were the 
regular demonstrators at 
the CARE abortion clinic
in Olde Towne.

“We’ve never had pro-

tests here like this,” Jash-
inske said. “We’ve had 
national instances such as 
what happened in Balti-
more and Ferguson (Mis-
souri), and (there have 
been) protests in Omaha, 
but they haven’t reached 
Bellevue.”

Banks said he wants 
Bellevue residents to feel 
protected by the police de-
partment.

“As humans, we all 
have our own thoughts 
and opinions, and we 
should be able to peaceful-
ly express those thoughts 
and opinions to one anoth-
er,” he said.

“We all need to open 
up our hearts and ears and 
listen to one another and 
not take it personal if we 
disagree with one another. 
We may not agree, but we 
can try to empathize with 
where that person is com-
ing from.”

Jashinske said he was 
proud to join the Bellevue
demonstration, and said 
the community relation-
ship with Bellevue Police 
Department helped the 
protest remain peaceful.

“Nobody’s perfect, and 
no agency is perfect,” he 
said.

“We are so blessed here 
to have a supportive com-
munity, and we don’t take 
that for granted. We agree 
on justice and equality,
and our job is to keep ev-
eryone safe.”

BPD joins Bellevue protest
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Sgt. Howard Banks, the School Resource Officer supervisor for the Bellevue Police Department, hands out pizza to protesters 
May 31 at Galvin and Harlan roads. The crowd was protesting the death of George Floyd, a black man in Minneapolis who 
was killed by a white police officer.

By Hailey Stolze
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Around 200 protesters 
from the Omaha metro 
area stood along Wash-
ington Street in Papillion 
Thursday evening to sup-
port the Black Lives Mat-
ter movement.
Nic Caberos, of Papil-

lion, said he organized 
the protest after realiz-
ing there was a need in 
the community for a safe 
space to speak his mind. 
After seeing the turnout 
from a Papillion protest 
June 2, he knew others 
wanted to get involved as 
well.

“Papillion is made up 
of a majority of white peo-
ple who want to do some-
thing but don’t know how 
to do it, don’t know the 
place to do it,” Caberos
said. “They just needed
a comfortable setting to 
have a voice.”

The primarily white 
protest ran from 6 to 
8:30 p.m. It was peace-
ful, and Caberos said he
doesn’t support police 

“agitators.”
Caberos said his main

motivation to get involved 
was to call out police of-
ficers for using excessive
force. He said they need 
more accountability, and 
he expressed these con-
cerns to Papillion police 
when notifying them of 
the protest. He also sched-
uled an appointment to 
discuss the issue with Pa-
pillion Police Department 
Chief Scott Lions.

“We can’t have a riot 
every single time a police 
officer kills a black man,”
Caberos said. “There has
to be successful systemic 
change to unions and how 
our criminal justice system
works.”

Papillon Police and 
Sarpy County Sheriff’s
Office deputies were pres-
ent at the protest. Caberos
said they were kind to 
protesters.
Caberos said that as a

half-Hispanic man, he’s 
never experienced racism 
personally. He sees be-
ing half-white, as well as 
growing in Papillion, as a 

privilege that allowed him 
to not be exposed to it.

He organized the pro-
test not about himself, he 
said, but to support the 
Black Lives Matter Move-
ment.

Jeremy Williams, of 
Lincoln, was among the 
other protesters at the 
event. He said after see-
ing riots in the news, he 
was reluctant to protest. 
Eventually, he attended 
a demonstration in Lin-
coln, and after seeing 
how peaceful it was, he 
was inspired him to come 
out again in Papillion, his 
hometown.

Williams said this pro-
test isn’t only for George 
Floyd, but for everyone 
who has experienced rac-
ism like he has. While 
working in Lincoln as a 
ride-share driver, Wil-
liams, who is black, said 
people told him he “didn’t 
belong in the neighbor-
hood” and bashed his 
car. Since then, he’s been 
speaking up about racism 
to push for change.

That change he’s seek-

ing, Williams said, is black 
people being able to live 
life freely without the 
fear of getting targeted, 
including by police. He 
hopes police officers will
speak up when witnessing 
racism and hate crimes, 
as well as look at diverse 
groups of people as peo-
ple.

“We know that they’re 
not all bad,” Williams said. 
“I want them to know that 
we do love them and we 
stand with them too, and 
hopefully they’re standing 
with us.”

Lily Hybner, 16, came 
from Bellevue with her 
family. Hybner, who’s 
white, said people with 
a different skin color 
shouldn’t have to fight for
equality and safety.
“I want to just use my

privilege to come out here 
and support what they 
should just have in the
world,” Hybner said. “I 
hope that someday in my 
lifetime, really soon hope-
fully, I can see a world 
where everyone can live in 
harmony.”

Papillion demonstration draws 
200 metro area protestors
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From left: Noah Hadley, 18; Trent Fechtmeister, 17; and Alaric Schiltz, 18 hold up signs during Thursday evening’s protest 
in Papillion City Park. The three live in Gretna and came to Papillion to show support for the Black Lives Matter movement.
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One Pawnee teacher 
had always dreamed of 
becoming an educator 
since she was in the fourth 
grade.

D i a n a 
Styles, who 
has taught in 
Omaha Pub-
lic Schools 
for 40 years, 
is ending 
her tenure 
at Pawnee 

Elementary School, where 
she’s been the English as a 
Second Language teacher 
since 2001.

For 13 years, Styles 
taught special education 
for visually impaired stu-
dents. She also taught 
third and fourth grade be-
fore teaching English as a 
Second Language.

Styles said she wanted 
to become a teacher after 
volunteering in the special 
education classroom as a 
fourth grader at Field Club
Elementary in Omaha.

As an ESL teacher, 
Styles said she “loved” her 
position.

“With teaching ESL, 
I love learning about the 
students’ cultures,” she 
said.

“It’s really fun working 
with the families.”

After 40 years in the 
district, Styles said she’s 
loved seeing OPS grow 
with the times.

“OPS stays on top of 
new things that come 
out,” she said. “They sup-
port us in all we do, and 
they’re supportive in what 
we need in the classroom.”
The final semester has

been difficult, Styles said,
because she’s not face to 
face with her students due 
to the coronavirus out-
break.

“I didn’t get to say 

proper goodbyes,” she 
said. “But for now I’m still 
in touch with students.”

Styles said she hopes 
to substitute teach a bit at 
Pawnee after retirement. 
She also plans to trav-
el and volunteer at her 
church with her husband.

Styles said she’ll miss 
the people at Pawnee the 
most.

“The staff works very 
well together,” she said.

“I’ll miss the students 
and seeing their faces 
when something clicks.”

Below is a list provid-
ed by the school district of 
OPS teachers and staff re-
tiring after 15-plus years:

Charlene Brown, 17
years, Chandler View
Elementary vocal music 
teacher.

Luana Sue Hamilton, 
13 years, Bryan Middle 
School Gifted and Talent-
ed teacher.

Robert Ketterer, 20 
years, Bryan High School 
physical education teach-
er.

Shelley Knutson, 16 
years, Bryan High School 
Special Education teacher.

Larry St Hilaire, 22 
years, Bryan High School 
Industrial Technology 
teacher.

Diana Styles, 40 years, 
Pawnee Elementary En-
glish as a Second Lan-
guage teacher.

Jacqualine Wagner, 24 
years, Gilder Elementary 
first grade teacher.

Douglas Albers, 29 
years, Bryan High School 
licensed assistant custodi-
an.

Ingrid Furby, 19 years, 
Bryan Middle School 
paraprofessional.

Michael Simpson, 
28 years, Bryan Middle 
School head custodian.

Thinh Tran, 11.4 years, 
Bryan High School assis-
tant custodian.

Pawnee teacher 
retires after 40 years
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