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NEW POSITION WEIGHED

County may
get juvenile
justice
overseer

By Christopher BurBaCh

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Douglas County is considering
whether to hire a person to over-
see the county’s juvenile justice
services and coordinate reform
efforts.

The county would create a new
position, a deputy county adminis-
trator for juvenile services, under
a plan being promoted by County
Board Chairman Chris Rodgers
and Patrick Bloomingdale, the
county’s chief administrative offi-
cer.

The person would supervise the
directors of the Douglas County
Youth Center and Juvenile Assess-
ment Center, the county’s dispro-
portionate minority contact and
compliance coordinator and lead-
ers of other services, Bloomingda-
le said.

The person also might oversee
the staff of Operation Youth Suc-
cess, a county initiative to keep
young people out of the justice
system while maintaining public
safety.

The new person also would lead
efforts to bring about the County
Board’s desired juvenile justice
reforms, Bloomingdale said. That
would involve bringing together
judges, prosecutors, defense attor-
neys, probation and detention cen-
ter leaders, as well as community
groups, he said.

The job likely would pay be-
tween $80,000 and $150,000 a year,

Critic Jim Cavanaugh
calls creating the position
‘adding another layer of
bureaucracy’

CHILD DEATHS ON STREETS
RAISE BIG QUESTIONS

I couldn’t take the
bickering any more.
So after the piano les-
son one recent day, I
stood outside our min-
ivan and invited my
two youngest children,
ages 11 and 9, to walk
home.

It was only a mile. It
was in a neighborhood

they know well. The weather was per-
fect. Kids have legs. Mothers don’t
need to hover. Etc.

But I have replayed this scene ev-
ery day for the past week after hear-
ing the nightmare news of two chil-
dren dying on metro area streets after
getting struck by vehicles.

Abby Whitford of Bellevue died
Aug. 22, two days after a car hit her
when she tried to walk across the
main street in downtown Papillion.
Jaycoby Estrada died Aug. 23 when a
semitrailer truck hit the bike he was
riding in Blair.

The back-to-back deaths highlight
an arguably hidden issue: More peo-

ple on foot and on bike are being killed
by cars.

“I feel beat down,” said Julie Harris
of Bike Walk Nebraska, after hearing
of two more children struck by cars
elsewhere in the Omaha area. Those
children turned out to be OK, but Har-
ris said she “can’t take much more of
this.”

Cars and people have had an uneasy
and, at times, fatal relationship. Car
accidents are a leading cause of death;
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La Vista police
officers cite
new husband
for ‘stealing’
woman’s heart.
Midlands

SOUTH OF BORDER

Trafficking of
u.S. guns fuels
much violence
across Mexico

the san Diego union-triBune

SAN DIEGO — The 21-year-
old who carried out a devastating
and racist rampage at an El Paso
Walmart a month ago chose a
powerful AK-style rifle to commit
what’s believed to be the deadliest
attack targeting Latinos in recent
U.S. history.

The weapon he used is also the
gun of choice of Mexican cartels,
and it’s used to kill hundreds if not
thousands of Mexican citizens ev-
ery week.

Each year, tens of thousands of
powerful assault rifles are illegally
trafficked from the United States
into Mexico, mostly by U.S. citi-
zens, where they are used to sup-
port cartel-related violence and
drug trafficking.

More than 33,000 people were

See Juvenile: Page 2

See Guns: Page 2

Dozens likely dead
after fire on boat
A blaze races through a
boat off the California
coast in which people
were sleeping below
deck. Page 5A
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A child is escorted by an adult across the intersection of 17th and Farnam Streets in Omaha. Pedestrian deaths are increasing in Nebraska.
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For Florida, just a handful of miles
may make a huge difference in Hur-
ricane Dorian’s slow dance with the
coast.

The National Hurricane Center
forecasts Dorian to be 40 to 50 miles
off the Florida coast on Tuesday and
Wednesday, with hurricane-force
wind speeds extending about 35
miles to the west.

Forecasting the storm’s path along
the coast — either just off the coast,
skirting it or moving inland with a
direct hit — is delicate and difficult.
Just a few miles west or east makes
the difference between devastation

As hurricane nears, Florida cuts it close

T H e A S S O C I A T e d p r e S S

Weston Lee watches stormy skies from the sand Monday at Vero Beach, Florida.See Dorian: Page 2
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