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OPS PENSION FUND

Plan seeks
to share
pain from
debacle

By Henry J. Cordes

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Current Omaha Public Schools
retirees and employees would see
lower cost-of-living adjustments,
newly hired employees would get
less generous pensions and the
school district would kick in more
money annually under a new plan
for shoring up the district’s trou-
bled pension fund.

The proposal was hashed out
by a working group made up of
members of the district’s unions,
OPS leaders, retirees and others
who spent a year looking for ways
to reduce the system’s $800 mil-
lion-plus shortfall, which was the
subject of a World-Herald investi-
gation last year.

The group came up with a plan
that includes some pain for all but
is designed to put the retirement
system on the road to relative sol-
vency within 17 years.

“It’s a path we have to go down
to make sure the system is healthy
for everyone — our current retir-
ees, our current employees, our
future employees and our future
retirees,” OPS Superintendent
Cheryl Logan said. “Every constit-
uency group is a part of the solu-
tion.”

That includes the district and
its patrons. The amount OPS has
been paying annually to shore up
the fund would increase next year
from the current $21 million to
$35 million. Logan is hopeful the

Lower COLAs and less
generous pensions for new
hires would help tackle
$800 million-plus shortfall

UNMC project seeks big state commitment

By Paul Hammel

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — A massive $2.6
billion proposal to transform the
University of Nebraska Medi-
cal Center campus may hinge on
state funding, as well as commit-

ments from the City of Omaha
and Douglas County.

Medical center officials told
The World-Herald that they’re
asking for a $300 million commit-
ment from the State of Nebraska
— as well as hundreds of millions
from private donors and some

money from the city and county
— for a public-private partner-
ship able to win federal funding
of perhaps $1.5 billion.

The so-called NExT project
would generate an estimated
8,700 permanent jobs paying an
average of $74,000 to $75,000 a
year.

The proposed, 1,000- to 1,200-
bed complex of high rises would
combine a state-of-the-art teach-

ing hospital and federally funded
wings designed to enhance the
nation’s ability to respond to “all
hazards,” from national disasters
to environmental accidents and
highly contagious diseases.

In addition, $1 billion to $1.5 bil-
lion worth of private development
— in office buildings, hotels and a
power plant — is expected, bring-
ing total spending on the project

Huge expansion of research and inpatient care could
hinge on $300 million in Nebraska incentives

AN UNCERTAIN FUTURE
FOR LIBERAL ARTS

By riCk ruggles

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Hailey Thiem relishes art
museums, so it was natural
that she would follow her pas-
sion through college.

But since getting bachelor’s
and master’s degrees in art
history from Creighton Uni-
versity and the University
of Kansas, the road has been
bumpy. Thiem, 28, knocked
around for three years after
earning her graduate degree.

“Looking for jobs is so
hard,” said Thiem, who hoped
to work in an art museum.
“And I think sometimes it can
be disheartening.”

Concern over career pros-
pects and money has spurred

a decline over the past 20
years in the number of liber-
al arts degrees being pursued
by college students. The rising
cost of higher education has
put students on high alert to
the connection between col-
lege and career.

Thiem performed secre-
tarial duties, tried accounting
and worked in insurance. She
found a job with Girls Scouts
but feared there wasn’t po-
tential for growth. Thiem also
worked as a bartender and
still does, one night a week.

She has driven down her
student loan debt from $72,000
to $43,000. And last year she
found a job with Patreon in
Omaha, an international com-
pany that brings artists to-
gether with patrons online and
enables them to get a steady
income so the artists can pro-
duce art. It’s not exactly an
art museum and it doesn’t

Concern over career
prospects and money
has spurred a switch to
other fields of study
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Hailey Thiem, who holds an art history degree from Creighton University and a master’s degree in art history from the University of
Kansas, works in Omaha for Patreon, which brings artists together with patrons online. She had once hoped to work in an art museum.
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