
StratCom dedicates $1.3 billion headquarters
as new leader takes command. Midlands

One guilty, one not in case that arose from O’Neill immigration raid

By Paul Hammel

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — Tears of joy mixed
with tears of sadness in a federal
courtroom Monday after a split
verdict in a trial stemming from
an immigration raid in the O’Neill,

Nebraska, area a year ago.
Mayra Jimenez, a secretary at

a tomato greenhouse in O’Neill,
wiped tears after a jury found her
guilty of harboring illegal immi-
grants and conspiring to harbor
illegal immigrants.

Family members of John Glid-

den, the manager of two hog con-
finement complexes, teared up in
thanks after Glidden was found
not guilty of three charges. He was
accused of harboring and conspir-
ing to harbor illegal immigrants,
as well as conspiring to employ il-
legal workers.

The verdicts followed a com-
plicated two-week trial. It was
the only one to result from an Au-
gust 2018 immigration raid in the

O’Neill area that led to the deten-
tion of 130 workers and company
managers. All other defendants
pleaded guilty, and 40 of those
detained were granted deferrals
from deportation after providing
information to federal agents.

The raid uncovered a multimil-
lion-dollar scheme led by Juan
Pablo Sanchez-Delgado and his
family to provide dozens of undoc-
umented workers for local com-

mercial farming operations. They
skimmed off part of the workers’
paychecks and didn’t pay state and
federal taxes, using the money to
buy an O’Neill restaurant, ranch
and home, as well as four residenc-
es in Las Vegas.

The foreman of the jury of 10
men and two women said the evi-
dence showed that Jimenez knew
that one of the workers provided

Jury convicts Mayra Jimenez, a greenhouse secretary,
and acquits hog confinement manager John Glidden

Durham
will have a
‘Big Blue’
Christmas

By Kevin Cole

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

“Big Blue,” a 45-foot-tall blue
spruce, was getting too big for its
owners in northwest Omaha. But
they wanted the tree to go out in
style.

“We thought that if he goes out
being the Christmas tree for Oma-
ha, it doesn’t get much better than
that,” said John Flores, who, with
wife Dianna, donated the tree to
the Durham Museum.

The couple, who live near 142nd
Street and Hillsborough Drive,
first offered the tree to the muse-
um three years ago. It wasn’t quite
big enough at the time, said muse-
um spokeswoman Jessica Brum-
mer, so the tree went on a waiting
list.

“Big Blue” met the museum’s
requirements this year, so after a
crew took down the symmetrical

Couple’s 45-foot spruce,
planted in 1993, finally
grew into role of a lifetime
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Judge rules that warrant for yale
Park inspections was invalid

By erin Duffy

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

On the eve of the City of Oma-
ha’s criminal trial against the land-
lord of the Yale Park Apartments,
a judge ruled that the search war-
rant used to inspect the complex
last year was invalid, meaning that
evidence of code violations gath-
ered during the inspections cannot
be used in court.

Douglas County Judge Grant
Forsberg ruled in favor of landlord
Kay Anderson on Monday, grant-

ing his lawyer’s motion to quash
and exclude all evidence tied to the
Sept. 20, 2018, inspections that re-
sulted in a mass evacuation of the
100-unit apartment complex near
34th Avenue and Lake Street. That
includes photos, notes and any tes-
timony regarding code violations
that inspectors discovered.

“This guy really got treated
wrongly and contrary to the Con-
stitution and the laws,” said Jason
Bruno, Anderson’s attorney. “He

Huskers need a win
Winning for the first time

in over a month could help
Nebraska get some of its
“swagger” back. Sports
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By Julie anDerson

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Omaha’s Gretchen Swanson
Center for Nutrition has been se-
lected by the U.S. Department of
Agriculture to lead a four-year,
$31 million effort to provide eval-
uation, technical assistance and
training for 22 nutrition incentive
programs across the country.

It’s the largest-ever grant for
the independent, nonprofit re-
search center, established in 1973.

The 22 incentive programs all

are intended to help those who
participate in the Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program,
or SNAP, increase the amount of
nutritious fruits and vegetables
they purchase for themselves and
their families. SNAP formerly was
known as food stamps.

Examples are Double Up Food
Bucks programs that double the
value of SNAP dollars spent on
fresh produce at participating
grocery stores and markets and

usDA taps Omaha nonprofit to
lead $31 million nutrition effort

See SNAP: Page 4

Police escort the Durham’s Christmas
tree down I-480 on Monday. Union
Pacific workers, including Scott
Casey at top left, installed the blue
spruce at the museum. The tree is
from the northwest Omaha yard of
John and Dianna Flores. The couple
offered “Big Blue” to the museum
three years ago, but it wasn’t big
enough. It was added to the waiting
list and was picked this year.
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See Durham: Page 2

See Yale Park: Page 4

See O’Neill: Page 2
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AvailableWednesday, Nov. 27
12:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. at select area locations

Visit Omaha.com/BlackFriday
for complete details and directions.

1) DOWNTOWN: OmahaWorld-Herald
2) SOUTH: Bellevue Leader (Ft. Crook Rd.)
3) CENTRAL: Crossroads Mall (72nd & Dodge)

4)WEST CENTRAL: Harvey Oaks Plaza (Center Rd.)
5)WEST / ELKHORN: Family Fare (204th & Pacific)
6) SARPY CO / PAPILLION: Family Fare (84th & Giles)

A SPECIAL FREE OFFER

fficial rules visit: omaha.com/blackfriday

Register to win a
$200 VISA Gift Card

Entry form will be in the
Thanksgiving Day Edition.

can be found inside the
Thanksgiving Day Edition!
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