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SEMIFINAL DATE AWAITS THUNDERBIRDS B3
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By Ron Petak
Executive Editor

Bellevue’s aggressive annexation pack-
age in the past six months that increased the
city’s population by approximately 8,000
people will bring about changes to Bellevue
City Council ward boundaries for the 2020
elections.

Regulations require that when a city an-
nexes it must reconfigure its voting wards
to maintain a population balance between
wards. To accomplish that goal, city officials
reached out to Metropolitan Area Planning
Agency to develop the revised boundaries
for Bellevue’s five wards.

According to Josh Corrigan, Geographic

Information Systems coordinator for MAPA,
approximately 9,500 Bellevue residents will
be voting in a different ward than in previ-
ous elections.

Wards 2-5 now each have more than
12,000 residents while Ward 1 has 11,602
residents. Each current council member will
continue to be in his or her current ward.

The MAPA breakdown by ward:
• Ward 1: 9,924 residents (old boundary)

/ 11,602 (new).
• Ward 2: 10,505 / 12,413.
• Ward 3: 10,941 / 12,264.
• Ward 4: 10,827 / 12,230.
• Ward 5: 10,602 / 12,355.
The proposed ward changes are based

on 2010 census figures, and Corrigan said

the city will need to address the issue again
when data becomes available from the 2020
census.

The City Council introduced Ordinance
3981 at its Nov. 5 meeting to revise the ward
boundaries, which have been in place since
2014. A public hearing on the matter takes
place at Tuesday’s council meeting, which
begins at 6 p.m. in the council chamber, 1500
Wall St.

By law, the new ward boundaries must
be submitted to the county election commis-
sioner by Dec. 11 for those boundaries to be
in effect for the May 12 primary.

For proposed boundary descriptions as
provided by MAPA, go to bellevueleader.
com.

City Council ward boundary changes coming
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By Hailey Stolze
Staff Writer

Master Sgt. Jared Norwood hates run-
ning.

But to honor Prisoners of War and
those Missing in Action, Norwood ran
for 24 hours straight in Offutt Air Force
Base’s remembrance run Oct. 6, totaling
more than 81 miles.

It wasn’t about pride, he said, it was
about remembering the sacrifices the
POW/MIA made for the country.
“I just wanted to find a way to put my-

self in a place where I could kind of give
back to them,” Norwood said.

“Running for 24 hours and running
81 miles in no way shape or form comes
anywhere close to what any of them did,
but … a little bit of solidarity for them
wouldn’t hurt.”

The Air Force Sergeants Associa-
tion organized the annual event, Offutt
spokesman Ryan Hansen said, where
military members took turns lapping the
Offutt parade field carrying the POW/
MIA flag.

At the end of each 30-minute time slot,
Norwood watched the units switch out
while he kept going.

To stay sane, he told himself, “one
more lap,” each time he finished the last.

Because he hates running, Norwood
said it was mentally challenging to
push through, with self-doubt running
through his head.

“That’s why I do it, because I hate it,”
Norwood said.

“For mental toughness. Set the exam-
ple for our troops.”

Norwood and one of his military men-
tors have a saying whenever they do
something positive for their unit — “Av-
erage work, average work.” He said he
heard that saying echo through his head
during the run.

The month before, Norwood prepared
himself the best he could. He ran or
rucked — walking with a weighted back-
pack — around 7–15 miles three times
per week and lifted weights twice a week.

The night before his wife loaded Nor-
wood with carbs by making him a “gi-
ant” bowl of spaghetti. He only slept for
six hours.

Norwood knew he’d need a good sys-
tem in place to keep track of how many
miles he’d run.

While his GPS watch counted the dis-
tance for him, he wanted a manual back-
up.

He counted every lap on a string of
beads normally used for land navigation.
When he got to six, he marked a tick on a
whiteboard setup on his campsite.

The campsite was conveniently placed
on the corner of the track closest to the
building Norwood’s squadron works in,
open 24 hours.

He set up chairs and sleeping bags and
left medical supplies and food in it.

Every 4.5 miles ran, Norwood took
one or two minutes to rest, eat and rehy-
drate. He tried to consume 200-300 calo-
ries per hour.

Run volunteers, co-workers and his
family cheered him on and brought
food. His wife and six children brought
two foods he said were particularly “life
saving” — breakfast burritos and peanut

butter and jelly sandwiches.
With their support, Norwood pow-

ered through each mile until he hit “the
wall.”

It was mile 51.
Having run marathons before, Nor-

wood was familiar with “the wall.” Nor-
mally it just made him tired, but this time
was different, he said, since he’d been
running at a slower pace.

Norwood’s feet started to really hurt.
He was in so much pain, he said it felt like
they were broken.

“It felt like someone smashed my feet
with sledgehammers,” Norwood said. “I
didn’t anticipate the amount of pain that
I would feel.”

He walked the next 20 miles, unable to
run through the throbbing pain. Eventu-
ally, in an attempt to relieve the discom-
fort, he slept for two hours.

It worked. After the power nap, Nor-
wood was able to finish what he started.

At 8 a.m. the next day — a full 24
hours later — Norwood had run for 81
miles, a bit short of the 100 mile personal
goal he set.

“To be honest, I felt a sense of accom-
plishment,” Norwood said. “But, at the
same time, the reason I did the run was
to remember the POW/MIA. It didn’t
change the fact of what the run rep-
resents — you still have Prisoners of War
out there. We still have people Missing in
Action.”

Exhausted, Norwood said he couldn’t
wait to crawl into bed and fall asleep.

His feet were sore and blistered the
following days. He thinks his left foot’s
arch collapsed, which he suspects was
from running in trail running shoes.

Still, he wants to complete his 100 mile
goal.

He plans to be back circling the track
around Thanksgiving time to try again,
but this time in running shoes.

Running to honor POWs/MIAs
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Master Sgt. Jared Norwood stands on Offutt
Air Force Base’s parade field track, where he
ran for 24 hours straight Oct. 6. Norwood
ran 81 miles during the base’s remembrance
run, which honored Prisoners of War and
Missing in Action.

By Brody Hilgenkamp
Staff Writer

The Bellevue City Council
and administration received
pushback Tuesday night during
a lengthy public hearing on pro-
posals to address misconduct of
elected officials.

Much of the testimony op-
posing the measure, including
two former Bellevue City Coun-
cil members and the current Bel-
levue Public Schools Board of
Education president, was in re-
sponse to the potential removal
of office of an elected official if
the misconduct is severe enough
to warrant such action. Each
said the function of removing an
elected official is the role of the
voters, not other council mem-
bers.
Testifiers also took umbrage

with other features of the pro-
posals such as council mem-
bers potentially serving as both
accusers and jurors, a lack of
separation of governance duties
between executive and legisla-
tive branches, the role of the city
administrator in the discipline
process, the vagueness of the
definition of misconduct and the
mayor’s authority to appoint the
replacement should a council
member be removed from office.

The proposals would add a
range of sanctions for miscon-
duct from written reprimands to

Council gets
pushback on
misconduct
proposals
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