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55TH WING

Pullout from
Open Skies
Treaty would
idle Offutt jets

By Steve Liewer

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

The Trump administration is
believed to be preparing to pull
out of the 34-nation Open Skies
Treaty, a plan that would idle two
Offutt-based OC-135B reconnais-
sance jets and their crews.

The treaty, proposed by Presi-
dent George H.W. Bush following
the Cold War, allows member na-
tions to fly supervised photo-re-
connaissance flights over one an-
other’s countries. This week, the
U.S. and Germany are partnering
on an Open Skies mission over
Russia.

The planes are crewed and
maintained at Offutt by the 45th
Reconnaissance Squadron, which
is part of the 55th Wing. Several
dozen Offutt airmen are involved
in the program.

The Trump administration
hasn’t made public comments re-
garding withdrawal from the trea-
ty, but congressional sources say
there are strong indications the
administration wants to get out.

Some congressional leaders,
mostly Democrats, are trying to
head off the effort.

Rep. Eliot Engel, D-New York,
who chairs the House Foreign Af-
fairs Committee, warned against
taking such a “reckless action” in

Congressional sources
say there are strong
indications the Trump
administration wants out

Poverty up, but test scores stay about same

By Joe DeJka

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Wednesday was report-card
day for Nebraska public schools.

The Nebraska Department of
Education released test scores
and performance ratings for
more than 1,100 schools and 244
districts.

After a glimpse at the data,

here are six takeaways:

TEST SCORES DIDN’T MOVE
MUCH

The percentage of all students
scoring proficiently in English
language arts was up 1 percent-
age point. Same for math. Profi-
ciency in both subjects was 52%
— that means just more than half
of all students mastered the aca-

demic standards in each subject
area.

Science proficiency dipped
from 68% to 66%.

Students were tested last
school year using the Nebraska
Student-Centered Assessment
System.

Nebraska Education Commis-
sioner Matt Blomstedt has a cou-
ple of ideas on the static math and
English proficiency.

“I do think we’ve set an ex-
tremely high bar, and it can be
harder to move it up,” he said.

Poverty, meantime, has crept
up statewide over the past decade
and grown much faster in some
communities, he said.

“Generally we’re seeing in-
creases in poverty rates, increas-
es in diversity and other challeng-
es in our student populations,”

Nebraska Department of Education gives performance
ratings for schools and districts across the state

Downtown’s
forgotten
park to get
new look

By aaron SanDerforD

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Heartland of America Park may
be downtown Omaha’s most for-
gotten park.

Despite its picturesque foun-
tains and pristine views of the sky-
line, it’s hard to reach and its trail
often attracts more goose poop
than visitors.

But the City of Omaha and its
army of private donors envision a
bolder future for the 25-acre park,
which sits between the Conagra
campus and the Missouri River,
east of Eighth and Douglas Streets.

Construction begins this fall to
create a new and better destina-
tion, a place for people to walk,
run, bike, skate, shop, eat or re-
lax. Work on the project will carry
into 2023, with finishing touches in
2024.

The new plan is part of near-
ly $300 million in renovations of
three downtown parks, including
the Gene Leahy Mall and Lewis
and Clark Landing. The riverfront
project is largely privately fund-
ed, with the city providing $50 mil-
lion in bonds and about $3 million a
year for maintenance.

Early renderings highlight a
swath of new open spaces to host
everything from festivals and con-
certs to family reunions.

Heartland of America Park
will feature skating rink,
winter market, botanical
garden and more
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NORTHEAST SYRIA

u.s. moves
Islamic state
prisoners as
Turkey invades

WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi-
dent Donald Trump said Wednes-
day that the U.S. has moved some
Islamic State prisoners amid fears
some could escape custody as Tur-
key invades northeast Syria.

Turkey is attacking the U.S.-
backed Syrian Defense Forces,
a Kurdish force that battled the
Islamic State alongside American
troops and now is responsible for
guarding thousands of detained
militants.

But guarding those prisoners
is now expected to be less of a
priority for the Kurdish forces as
they rush to defend their territory
against the invading Turkish mili-
tary.

Trump told reporters at the
White House that some of the
“most dangerous” had been moved,
but he did not say how many or
where they had been taken.

“We’re putting them in different

See Open Skies: Page 2

See Scores: Page 2

RATINGS OF METRO SCHOOLS
Find details on the performance
reports for metro-area schools on
Omaha.com and in Sunday’s paper

Top, Farnam Promenade, a walkway
from Eighth Street east to nearly
the Missouri River’s edge, will be
flanked by a smooth concrete ribbon
for seasonal in-line skating and ice
skating. Middle, a water feature
and green space will lead toward
the Missouri River. Bottom, part of
Heartland of America Park’s lake will
be filled in for green space.
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