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Ousted ambassador describes intimidation

WASHINGTON (AP) — In chill-
ing detail, ousted U.S. Ambassador
to the Ukraine Marie Yovanovitch
described to Trump impeach-
ment investigators Friday how
she felt threatened upon learning
that President Donald Trump had
promised Ukraine’s leader she was
“going to go through some things.”

Trump was unwilling to stay si-
lent during Yovanovitch’s testimo-

ny, focusing even greater national
attention on the House hearing
by becoming a participant. He
tweeted criticism of her, saying
that things “turned bad” every-
where she served before he fired
her — a comment that quickly was
displayed on a video screen in the
hearing room.

Rather than distract from the ca-
reer diplomat’s testimony, Trump’s

interference could provide more
evidence against him in the probe.
Democrat Adam Schiff, chairman
of the House Intelligence Com-
mittee, said Trump’s attacks were
intimidation, “part of a pattern to
obstruct justice.” Others said they
could be part of an article of im-
peachment.

The former ambassador testi-
fied on the second day of public
impeachment hearings, just the
fourth time in American history

Trump’s tweeted criticism of ex-envoy to Ukraine during
impeachment hearing may become evidence against him

Life stories
on toppled
headstones to
be told again

Kenneth Freed
walks through the
open gates of one
of the oldest Jew-
ish cemeteries in
Nebraska. He has
come to show the
damage — the larg-
est desecration to a
Jewish cemetery,
or any cemetery

for that matter — in Omaha in re-
cent memory.

In a place where 2,325 people
are buried, gravestones have been
overturned. Eighty-five of them is
the most recent count.

These once-vertical markers
have been pushed over, knocked
off their stone pedestals, and some
have broken. They lay face up or
face down, a fresh crust of snow
on this freezing November day ob-
scuring the engraved names and
dates and Stars of David and He-
brew words.

The snow covers the stories,
adding further insult here to this
82-year-old son of a Russian Jew-
ish immigrant. Freed spent a ca-
reer as a reporter, including at
The World-Herald, unearthing
stories. The Jewish faith teach-
es that each life contains a whole
world. Beyond that, Freed takes
this cemetery violation very per-
sonally. He has 10 family members
here in this piece of earth west of
the B’nai Jacob cemetery gate at
42nd Street and Newport Avenue.
He and his wife, Sandra, plan to be
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‘Ridiculous-looking’
inflatable turkeys
have onlookers
flocking to 2 Omaha
homes. Living

Wanted: A ‘friendly’ human face
to grace a global army of robots

The WashingTon PosT

Are you exceptionally fond of
your face?

More specifically: Are you so
fond of your face that you’d like
to see it plastered on a global fleet
of humanoid robots for years to
come?

If you answered “yes” to both
questions — which would hardly
be surprising in the “selfie” era —
a British engineering and manu-
facturing firm wants to hear from
you. That firm, Geomiq, claims it

has been hired by a mysterious
robotics company to put out a call
for photo submissions. The reason:
Said company has developed a hu-
manoid robot that is nearing com-
pletion but still in need of the right
visage.

The line between an epic ego
boost and a nightmare from a
“Black Mirror” episode, it seems,
has never been thinner.

In a statement posted online,
Geomiq says the robotics company

City may ground scooters
As pilot program ends, Omaha
will decide whether to move
forward with transportation

alternative. Midlands
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The headstones of Kenneth Freed’s father and uncle, both Jewish immigrants, were among those desecrated at Temple Israel’s cemetery
property at 6412 N. 42nd St., at top and right. Between Nov. 1 and Nov. 5, 85 headstones were turned over or damaged. There were no
calling cards of anti-Semitism. Freed, at left, calls the desecration “an affront. You feel like you’ve been attacked in some way.”
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By Julie anderson

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Ne-
braska has launched a new health
insurance option for individuals
and families in the state.

The insurer is billing the plan,
called Armor Health, as a more
affordable option aimed especially
at healthy people younger than 65
who might not qualify for a subsi-
dy to help cover the cost of cov-
erage on the federal Affordable

Care Act marketplace, also known
as Obamacare. It’s also an option
for small-business owners seeking
coverage for four employees or
fewer, according to Blue Cross.

Armor Health is what’s known
as a short-term plan, and it will
join other short-duration plans
available in the state. Nebraska
Insurance Director Bruce Ramge
said his department has approved
17 such plans for sale in Nebraska
in 2020.

blue Cross bills new short-term
plan as less costly option to ACA

See Insurance: Page 7

T H e A S S O C I A T e d P r e S S

Former U.S. Ambassador to the Ukraine Marie Yovanovitch testifies Friday.
A House panel also heard from a State Department official who said he
overheard President Donald Trump ask about investigations in Ukraine.See Hearing: Page 7
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Before you send another check to
the nursing home, give us a call.

NEBRASKA ELDER PLANNING NebraskaElderPlanning.com
Not affliated with any government agency.

402-922-8815

Is your spouse or parent in a nursing home?


