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PERU STATE CASE

Keadle will
serve at least
35 years in
2010 death

By Paul Hammel

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

BEATRICE, Neb. — Joshua Kea-
dle will spend at least 35 years in
prison for the death of a fellow
Peru State College student almost
a decade ago.

Keadle, now 38, was sentenced
Wednesday to serve 71 years to
life for the second-degree murder

of Tyler Thomas, a
student from Oma-
ha who was captain
of the southeast
Nebraska college’s
dance team.

With good time
and time served in
jail awaiting a trial,
he would be eligible

for release on parole in 35 years.
Thomas family members ex-

pressed relief that someone had
been punished for the death af-
ter waiting and wondering if that
would ever happen. But Thomas’
mother, LaTanya also voiced re-
gret that the family still doesn’t
know exactly what happened.

“I had hoped through all of this
to find out where she is and what
he did to her,” the mother said.
“We still don’t know ... but I’ll take
this.”

Tyler Thomas’ mother had
hoped to learn ‘where she is
and what he did to her,’ but
sentence a relief to family

Lack of CDC leadership frustrates Pour

By Julie anderson

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Douglas County’s health direc-
tor voiced frustration Wednes-
day about the lack of leadership
at the national level in providing
guidance about safely reopening
schools this fall.

Adi Pour, director of the Doug-
las County Health Department,
said she and other health directors

across the state have been work-
ing with the Nebraska Education
Department to produce some com-
mon parameters for reopening
based on best practices.

The Health Department is al-
ready receiving near-daily re-
ports of cases of COVID-19 among
sports teams and other groups that
have resumed games, practices
and rehearsals.

Such cases could be a “pream-

ble” to what happens when stu-
dents return to classrooms, Pour
said. One difference, she said, is
that students in classrooms typ-
ically won’t have interactions as
close as those in contact sports.

Pour said the federal Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
has produced some documents on
school reopenings, but they’re rel-
atively broad. So on Wednesday,
she said, she sent a page of ques-
tions to an infectious diseases phy-
sician at the University of Nebras-
ka Medical Center seeking more

County health director turns to UNMC for advice on
opening schools ‘that we are not getting anywhere else’

POLICE OVERTIME DURING
PROTESTS COST $2.5 MILLION

By alia Conley

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

After two nights of protests, which started
peacefully but deteriorated into clashes between
protesters and police officers, Omaha Police
Chief Todd Schmaderer ordered an extremely
rare shift change.

From Sunday, May 31, to Sunday, June 7, the
entire Omaha Police Department was put on the
“Alpha Bravo” shift. That meant all officers were
scheduled to work every day, with 12-hour shifts
instead of the normal eight hours. Many officers
worked longer than 12 hours a day.

That schedule change, plus the hours logged by
officers who were called in to work on the first
two days of the protests, May 29 and 30, led to a
huge increase in overtime.

During the entire 10-day period, the city paid
its police officers a total of $2.5 million in over-
time pay and benefits.

The highest total came June 1, the day Doug-
las County Attorney Don Kleine announced that
charges wouldn’t be filed against Old Market
bar owner Jake Gardner in the shooting death
of 22-year-old James Scurlock. On that day, offi-

After initial unrest May 29 and 30, more than 850 officers, including those
called back from vacation, worked at least 12 hours every day through June 7

Daily OPD overtime and benefits pay

OPD OVERTIME PAY SKYROCKETS DURING PROTESTS
After protests began, Omaha Police Department shifts
increased from 8 to 12 hours and overtime and benefits pay
increased dramatically.

SOURCE: Omaha Police Department
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MORE COVID-19 INSIDE
Some countries start new health
checks at their borders. Page 5A

‘Tipping point’
in public health
debate? Walmart
requires masks

MIAMI (AP) — Arizona, Tex-
as and Florida together reported
about 25,000 new coronavirus cas-
es on Wednesday as restrictions
aimed at combating the spread of
the pandemic took hold in parts of
the United States.

The face-covering mandates,
lockdowns, health checks and
quarantine orders underscored the
reality that the number of infec-
tions is continuing to tick upward
and that a return to normalcy may
be further off than many leaders
had envisioned just weeks ago.

Walmart on Wednesday became
the largest U.S. retailer to require
that customers wear masks. Hours
later, Kroger, parent of Baker’s Su-
permarkets, said it would require
masks starting July 22. Best Buy,
Apple and Costco already required
masks.

Alabama will begin requiring
face masks after the state report-
ed a pandemic-high of 40 deaths
in a single day. In Texas, which
again set a record Wednesday for
confirmed new cases with nearly
10,800, Republican Gov. Greg Ab-
bott has increasingly emphasized
face coverings as the state’s way
out of avoiding another lockdown,

CORONAVIRUS CASES
Infections Deaths

Nebraska 21,979 291
Iowa 36,297 767
U.S. 3,478,017 137,106

*As of 8 p.m. Wednesday
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Omaha police officers at 72nd and Dodge on May 29, the first night of protests here in response to the death of George Floyd under a Minneapolis
officer’s knee. Omaha police logged 1,432 hours of overtime on that Friday, costing $116,822. Police overtime hours peaked three days later.
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