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JUVENILE COURT

Facing ethics
inquiry, Judge
Crnkovich
calls it quits

By Todd Cooper

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

After serving as a prosecutor in
juvenile court for nine years, col-
leagues say, Elizabeth Crnkovich
saw a juvenile court judgeship as
a dream job.

She suddenly stepped down
from that dream job in the past
week after she was informed that
she would be subjected to a judi-
cial ethics inquiry spurred by a
World-Herald article that revealed
she had kicked three attorneys out
of her courtroom, two courthouse
sources said.

In a telephone call Wednesday
afternoon, Crnkovich disputed
that her retirement was sudden.

“It seems like a last-minute
decision,” she said. “But it was
something that I had been thinking
about since I turned 65 in March.”

The two sources, who have
worked for years in juvenile court
and spoke on condition of anonym-
ity, said Crnkovich’s hand was
forced by an ethics investigation
that began after The World-Her-
ald reported that she kicked three
attorneys out of a courtroom
in March during a contentious
child-custody case.

Citing that World-Herald story,

Retirement wasn’t sudden,
she says; W-H report on
her treatment of lawyers
led to investigation

NYC FIRST RESPONDERS

SOME DISEASES LINKED TO
TOXIC DUST OF 9/11 ARE JUST

STARTING TO TAKE THEIR TOLL

The ChiCago TriBune

Like most first responders,
former New York City detective
Tom Frey is a master of under-
statement — even when it comes
to talking about the World Trade
Center terror attacks on 9/11,
the most devastating assign-
ment of his life.

“We were going down there,
just trying to find anyone who
was alive,” he said of the hours
and days that followed the col-
lapse of the towering skyscrap-
ers in Lower Manhattan. “We
were digging in, moving con-
crete with our hands, basically
just trying to find anyone, any-
body who was alive. I was never
lucky enough to find a survivor,

but we did all we could.”
Instead, Frey found himself

tending to the dead, and, later,
sifting through debris brought
to a Staten Island landfill looking
for any trace of evidence that
could shed light on the horrific
attack. He searched for plane
parts and human remains, all
parts of a landscape rendered
unrecognizable by pulverizing
destruction and a pervasive lay-
er of gray dust.

“On the job, I’ve seen plane
crashes, people jumping out of
windows, hanging themselves,
subways derailed — all sorts of
things. But you’re never pre-
pared for something like this,”

Pulmonary fibrosis, latest illness tied to Ground Zero exposure, can take decades to show itself
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‘NEIGHBORHOOD EYES’

Doorbell
cameras grow
more useful
for police here

By reeCe risTau
and BoB glissmann

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITERS

In the heat of a foot pursuit last
fall, La Vista police officers brief-
ly lost sight of the man they were
chasing. Fortunately, a resident’s
home security camera was rolling.

During the chase, a 25-year-old
man produced a handgun, which
prompted an officer to fire multi-
ple rounds at him. But those bul-
lets missed their target, and the
man took off, eventually forcing
his way into a home, where he was
subdued by the homeowner.

Officers later learned, after
viewing private security footage,
that the man had attempted to
break into a different residence
while on the run. He eventually
was convicted of two counts of
making terroristic threats and pos-
session of a firearm by a prohibit-
ed person.

Twisters hit Sioux Falls
Nine people were injured
and dozens of buildings

were damaged by three EF-2
tornadoes. Midlands
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Scooter renters will have to scan license

By aaron sanderford

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Scooter companies serving
Omaha scrambled Wednesday to
make it harder for people under
age 18 to rent an electric scooter.

Spin and Lime agreed to require
people renting scooters to verify
their age using a driver’s license,
as they do in some other cities.

The changes, which will be

in place for both companies by
Thursday, came after a 9-year-
old boy was seriously injured this
week on a Spin scooter on Florence
Boulevard.

Both companies faced the possi-
bility of losing access to the Oma-
ha market over concerns about in-
juries to underage riders.

After Tuesday’s scooter crash,
Councilwoman Aimee Melton

asked the City Law Department to
see if there was a legal way out of
the city’s scooter agreement.

Melton said she hoped to talk
to other council members and the
mayor about possibly quitting the
pilot program before its official
end in November.

A final decision rests with May-
or Jean Stothert, who said she met
Wednesday with the police chief,
fire chief, city attorney, planning
director and manager of parking
and mobility about the scooter pro-
gram. All agreed that they want

Lime, Spin agree to the change after injury to 9-year-old
rider led councilwoman to explore ending pilot program

At an Omaha observance, a man worries that the 9/11 attacks and heroic responses will be forgotten. Midlands, Page 6B
A heritage of grief has been handed down to a new generation of survivors of the worst terrorist attack on U.S. soil. Page 4A

T R I B U N E N E W S S E R V I C E

Smoke and ash engulf Lower Manhattan
on Sept. 11, 2001. At top, President Trump

speaks at a Pentagon ceremony marking the
18th anniversary of 9/11. First responders
continue to die from exposure to the dust,

smoke and chemicals of Ground Zero.
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See 9/11: Page 4

See Doorbell: Page 2See Scooters: Page 2

See Judge: Page 2

Spaten Optimator Malt Liquor
and

Spaten Premium Lagwer
• Brats • Pretzels

• Roast Chicken • Sauerkraut
• Spaetzle

Tickets are $5 in advance
or $10 at the door
Tickets available at
The Keystone Kafe
7am-2pm
or by calling 402-571-0393Special Guests
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