
A young Gopher
team has grown

up in Year 3
with a new staff.

Huskers hope
to have similar
results. Sports

FORMER NU PRESIDENT

Consulting
deal draws
both praise
and concerns

By Rick Ruggles

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Hank Bounds resigned as the
University of Nebraska’s presi-
dent in August, saying that he was
tired and that his family wanted to
get back to the South.

But the NU system, with the
support of the NU Board of Re-
gents, has brought Bounds back
as a consultant and fundraiser
for some University of Nebraska
athletic department construction
projects.

Bounds’ pay as a consultant:
$250,000 a year in donor money
for up to three years. The recipi-
ent officially is One Team LLC, a
company Bounds has set up and
will manage. It’s not clear whether
other people will serve on his con-
sulting team. He didn’t return calls
or respond to a text late this week.

Bounds now works at the Uni-
versity of South Alabama, where
he is paid $110,000 a year as a pro-
fessor of educational leadership.

Some regents say it’s a win for
Nebraska to bring Bounds back
because he is a good fundraiser
who knows and cares about the
projects involved. Some observ-
ers say they are perplexed by the
amount One Team will receive,
and by the fact that Bounds will be
here at least part of the time while
NU selects a new president.

“I thought that was odd, why
they kept him around,” said State
Sen. Mike Groene of North Platte,
chairman of the Legislature’s Ed-
ucation Committee. “That doesn’t
happen in free enterprise. ... For
the common man, it don’t look
good.”

Groene is a sometime critic of

Bounds to make $250,000
a year to consult, raise
funds for athletic
construction projects

Taking care to preserve two Omaha
‘jewels’ in path of riverfront renewal

In a basement
corner of the old
Burlington Build-
ing downtown rests
a toolbox. Inside
that toolbox sits a
small machine. In-
side that machine
is very important
information, liter-
ally make-or-break

information.
The machine’s measures of

ground pulses will be crucial to
maintaining the integrity of this
140-year-old structure as the park
landscape around it gets remade.
Again.

The machine, about the size of
an old Big Mac container, is a vi-
bration monitor. Its job is to collect
the rumblings of a convoy of heavy
equipment headed east as part of a
$290 million “tri-park” project that
includes the reshaping of Gene Le-
ahy Mall.
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NOTE TO READERS
Tonight’s Nebraska
football game may
result in some delivery
delays Sunday as we
work to provide the
most complete Husker
coverage possible.
We appreciate your
patience with our
carriers tomorrow.

USE OF PUBLIC ASSISTANCE IN CROSSHAIRS

Judge blocks trump expansion of
disqualifiers for green card status

NEW YORK (AP) — A federal
judge in New York on Friday tem-
porarily blocked President Donald
Trump from implementing a plan
to deny green cards to many im-
migrants who use Medicaid, food
stamps and other government ben-
efits.

U.S. District Judge George Dan-
iels’ ruling came just four days be-
fore the Trump administration was
set to start enforcing new rules
that would disqualify immigrants
from getting legal U.S. residen-
cy if they were likely to become
a burden on public welfare pro-
grams.

The Trump administration has
said the new rules would ensure
that immigrants who are granted
residency are self-sufficient.

In his ruling, Daniels said Trump
was redefining immigration rules
that had stood since the late 1800s
with a new framework that had
“no logic.”

Allowing the policy to go into
effect now, he said, would have a
significant impact on “law-abiding
residents who have come to this
country to seek a better life.”

Almost simultaneously, a feder-
al judge in California also blocked

Bacon donates funds
Congressman gives donations
from Giuliani associate to two

charities. Midlands

Scripture brought to life
New exhibit at Joslyn explores
the Saint John’s Bible in word

and image. Living
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TICKET PRICES START AT $250,000

Meet the people willing — and
wealthy enough — to fly to space

The WashingTon PosT

When Lori Fraleigh unwrapped
the present her husband had giv-
en her for her 38th birthday, she
found a curious surprise: a model
of a spaceship. It was cool, sure,
but a toy would be better suited
for her young children, then 5 and
1, not her.

Then she noticed the ticket. It
took Fraleigh, a Silicon Valley ex-
ecutive, a moment to realize what
her husband had purchased for
her: a trip to space with Richard
Branson’s Virgin Galactic.

“I went through a lot of crazy
emotions, like, ‘Did you really buy

this?’ ” she recalled of the moment
in 2011. “ ‘Do we still have enough
money to remodel the kitchen?’ ”

Today, her children are 13 and
9. The kitchen remodel has long
since been completed. But Fra-
leigh is still waiting for her trip to
space.

For years, Branson has been
pushing a quixotic vision for
the future, where his spacecraft
would ferry passengers off Earth
as frequently as airplanes. But for
all the talk about a new Space Age
full of citizen astronauts, the jour-
ney has been fitful, and filled with

See Immigrants: Page 3 See Space: Page 2

Erin
Grace

COLUMNIST

Z L O N G / t H e W O r L d - H e r A L d

Maintaining the integrity of the Greenhouse, above, at 900-912 Farnam St.. and the
Burlington Building, top, at 1004 Farnam St., is key as the riverfront revitalization goes
on around them. Vibration monitors in the historic buildings’ basements are measuring
ground pulses from the project, which includes a makeover of the Gene Leahy Mall. See Grace: Page 2

See Bounds: Page 3
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Sunday, October 20, 2019
11 am – 2 pm

Register to attend at AAA.com/Events
Or call 402-951-2411

Embassy Suites La Vista
12520 Westport Pkwy in La Vista
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