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Scooters are
unlikely to
zip around
city this year

By Reece Ristau

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Electric scooters probably aren’t
coming back to Omaha this year.

The City Council on Tuesday
voted 4-3 against operating agree-
ments with Spin and Bird, the two
companies that submitted propos-
als to serve Omaha during a sec-
ond pilot program this summer
and fall.

Had those agreements passed,
the first fleet of scooters could
have been reintroduced as early
as next Wednesday. That’s the day
a previously passed ordinance on
rules for riding scooters goes into
effect. The pilot was expected to
end in November.

But some council members had
concerns about rider safety, the
possibility of spreading the coro-
navirus and whether the city’s
infrastructure can safely support
riders.

Council President Chris Jerram
— whose district covers much of
downtown and midtown, areas that
saw heavy scooter use last year —
said he heard from many business
owners who found the scooters
to be a nuisance when they were
parked outside shops or speeding
by their front doors on sidewalks,
which wasn’t allowed.

Jerram said the city’s recently
passed ordinance on scooter rules

Council rejects deals with
Spin and Bird, citing safety
concerns and complaints
from businesses owners

State Dems ask Janicek to leave Senate race

By aaRon sandeRfoRd

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Nebraska Democrats are ask-
ing their U.S. Senate candidate to
quit the race after he sent staffers
text messages that the state party
described as “sexually inappro-
priate.”

Omaha baker Chris Janicek

sent a group message June 4 to
at least five people, including a
female staff member who sub-
sequently filed a complaint with
the Nebraska Democratic Party.
His text said they needed to “get
her laid,” referring to the female
staffer, who has since quit the
campaign.

Janicek has apologized and said

he’s staying in
the race.

“This is a mo-
ment in time
where I made
a terrible mis-
take in a text
message,” he
said.

The World-Herald obtained
copies of the text messages. Jan-
icek’s texts described lining up
multiple partners for group sex
with the staffer and suggested

that the “three guys” could be
paid.

“Thoughts?!money” he wrote.
Janicek said that his texts did

not come out of the blue, that his
messages reflected the tone of
an earlier office conversation he
overheard. A lawyer for the fe-
male staffer said no such conver-
sation involving her occurred.

The state Democratic Party is-
sued a press release Tuesday an-
nouncing that party officers had

Party goes public with candidate’s ‘sexually inappropriate’
texts to staffers; he apologizes but says he won’t quit

‘Every day is the 17th’ for moms of 4
Gretna girls killed in crash a year ago

By eRin duffy
and Reece Ristau

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITERS

Together, they will take
a deep breath and make it
through the first anniversary of
their daughters’ death.

Together, they are commit-
ted to keeping their memories
alive, through scholarships and
memorials and funny little sto-
ries about the time Kloe did this
or Alex said that.

Together, they got tattoos on
their hands, four small hearts to
represent the four best friends.

The mothers of the four
Gretna teenagers killed in a
late-night car crash one year
ago — Abigail Barth, 16; Kloe
Odermatt, 16; Addisyn Pfeif-
er, 16; and Alex Minardi, 15 —
have formed their own tight-
knit support group, forged out
of tragedy, grief and the shared
experience of suddenly losing a
child.

“It’s obviously terribly un-
fortunate to have this kind of
group,” said Wendy Pfeifer, Ad-
disyn’s mother. “It’s easier than

Four women whose daughters were inseparable have bonded in their
grief to keep the girls’ memories alive — ‘It’s easier than doing it alone’
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CORONAVIRUS CASES
Infections Deaths

Nebraska 17,031 231
Iowa 24,178 669
U.S. 2,137,707 116,962

*As of 10 p.m. Tuesday
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President Trump signs an executive
order on police reform. Page 8A
Children are only half as likely to get
infected by the coronavirus, study
finds. Page 9A

See Janicek: Page 2

Chris Janicek
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From left are Tonja Minardi, Julie Odermatt, Wendy Pfeifer and Amy Barth. Each lost a
daughter — Alex, Kloe, Addisyn and Abby, respectively — in a June 17, 2019, crash on
Platteview Road. At top, the four women show the tattoos they got Friday. The hearts are
drawn in each girl’s signature color — green for Addisyn, blue for Kloe, yellow for Alex and
orange for Abby. The heart for each mother’s own daughter is filled in. See Gretna: Page 6

utah firm that
provides virus
tests sued over
accuracy claims

By Paul Hammel

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — The Utah company
that provides the COVID-19 tests
used by the TestNebraska and Tes-
tIowa programs has been sued in
federal court, accused of pumping
up its stock price through mislead-
ing claims about the “100%” accu-
racy of its test.

The alleged “pump and dump”
scheme by Co-Diagnostics Inc.
of Salt Lake City cost investors
millions of dollars, according to
the lawsuit, filed by Cayman Is-
lands-based Gelt Trading Inc.

The investment firm alleged that
Co-Diagnostics executives misrep-
resented their Logix COVID-19
test as being “100% accurate.”
That claim, the lawsuit alleges,
was later proven to be false but
only after Co-Diagnostics stock
rocketed to a high of $23.42 a share
on May 13.

“This was quite an accomplish-

See Lawsuit: Page 2

See Scooters: Page 2


