
Panhandle group works to revive trout fishing
by building a stream from scratch. Midlands

BENEFITS OF BAGHDADI MISSION
Captured men, raid video may be
useful in other operations. Page 2A

Hagel: Trump
pullback in
Syria ‘just
shameful’

By Joseph Morton

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

WASHINGTON — Former De-
fense Secretary Chuck Hagel of-
fered a blunt assessment of Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s decision to
pull U.S. troops from northeastern
Syria.

That move gave a green light
for Turkey’s offensive against the
Kurds, allowed the Russians to
step into the resulting leadership
vacuum and undermined Ameri-
can credibility on the world stage,
Hagel said in a World-Herald in-
terview last week.

“The Russians have taken over
the very positions that we left,”
Hagel said. “If that’s not humiliat-
ing and embarrassing to the Unit-
ed States of America, I don’t know
what is. If Americans don’t quite
get it or understand it — or want to
understand it — everybody else in
the world does.”

Hagel said he bases the last
part of that assessment in part
on a recent 10-day trip across Eu-
rope, where he delivered speeches
in Germany and England. Hagel
spoke with officials and diplomats
from across Europe and the Mid-
dle East who wanted to know just
what is going on with America that
it would abandon the Kurds who
helped fight against Islamic State
extremists.

Back from 10 days in
Europe, he says officials
there are ‘shocked’ by
abandonment of Kurds

California a ‘tinderbox,’ from north to L.A.

SANTA ROSA, Calif. (AP) —
Firefighters battled destructive
wildfires in Northern California
wine country and on the wealthy
west side of Los Angeles on Mon-
day, trying to beat back flames
that forced tens of thousands to
flee their homes.

California’s biggest utility, Pa-
cific Gas & Electric, cut off power
to an estimated 2.2 million people

in the northern part of the state
over the weekend in yet anoth-
er round of blackouts aimed at
preventing windblown electrical
equipment from sparking more
fires. PG&E said its power lines
may have started the fire in Sono-
ma County, as well as two smaller
fires over the weekend in the San
Francisco Bay Area.

The blaze that broke out last

week amid Sonoma County’s vine-
yards and wineries north of San
Francisco exploded to at least
116 square miles, destroying 123
buildings, including at least 57
homes, and threatening 90,000
more structures, authorities said.
About 156,000 people were under
evacuation orders, mostly from
the city of Santa Rosa.

In Southern California, the Los
Angeles fire erupted before dawn
Monday and roared up slopes
into well-to-do neighborhoods,

Fires prompt evacuation of tens of thousands; scores of
homes burn, thousands threatened; 2 million lack power

Schools consider late starts in hopes
of keeping snow days from piling up

By Joe DeJka

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Students in some metro area
school districts may need to
conjure some extra strong voo-
doo to win a snow day this win-
ter.

Several districts and Omaha
Archdiocese schools will con-
sider delaying the start of the
school instead of just canceling
classes.

That’s a break from the way
metro area schools typically
handled storms in recent years.

At most districts, snow days
have been an all-or-nothing
proposition: School has either
been in session or called off.

But after a brutal winter last
year, when districts piled up
more snow days than normal,
several are adding late starts
as an option.

After last year’s brutal winter, several metro area districts have another
option: delaying instead of canceling classes when storms hit
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A bus on 29th Street in March 2018. Millard, Elkhorn, Papillion-La Vista, Springfield Platteview and Westside will consider late starts this winter.

OMAHA.COMTuESDAy, OCTOBER 29, 2019 • SuNRISE EDITION • REAL. FAIR. ACCuRATE.

GOOGLE MAPS’ IOS APP

For good or ill,
iPhones can now
show speed traps
and checkpoints

the Washington post

Users of iPhones who want to
avoid the police can now hit up Goo-
gle Maps before they hit the gas.

Google is rolling out the ability
to report speed traps, crashes and
slowdowns in real time to its Maps
iOS app, making the new feature
available to about 1 billion existing
users worldwide. It was already
available on Android phones, as
well as on Google’s other map app,
Waze, which has a fraction of the
users.

U.S. law enforcement officials
have been critical of using this
type of technology to report check-
points to identify those under the
influence of alcohol or drugs, and
other types of police presence,
something they say heightens
safety risks on the road.

“Revealing the location of
checkpoints puts those drivers,
their passengers, and the general

Young Huskers find voices
Frost and some freshmen are

challenging veterans to strive for
a higher standard. Sports
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Kids and parents wait in the cold for a school bus at Railroad Avenue and Emiline Street in
November. Metro area districts declared more snow days than usual last winter.
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