
Today’s voyage to Maryland marks the final
Big Ten frontier NU has visited. Sports

County is not liable for assault of woman after 911 calls, judge rules

By Christopher BurBaCh

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

A judge has ruled that Douglas
County is not liable for damages
in a horrific case of domestic vi-
olence in which a woman was as-

saulted by her ex-boyfriend after
he fatally shot her two brothers,
and it took 40 minutes for 911 to
pinpoint the location in west Oma-
ha.

Julie Edwards sued the county
for damages from the 2016 assault

by Kenneth Clark. He attacked her
after shooting her brothers, John
and Jason Edwards, as they were
removing her possessions from
Clark’s house. John Edwards sur-
vived long enough to call 911 on
his cellphone from the basement
multiple times, but he was unable
to provide the address.

Clark held Julie Edwards hos-
tage for almost four hours, then

continued a standoff with law en-
forcement officers for eight more
hours before fatally shooting him-
self.

Julie Edwards’ attorneys had
contended that Douglas County
Emergency Management Depart-
ment personnel had a duty to use
reasonable care in handling the
911 calls and the response to them
and that they breached that duty,

which resulted in her being as-
saulted.

But Douglas County District
Judge Leigh Ann Retelsdorf ruled
this week that the county had no
such legal duty under current state
law. She issued a summary judg-
ment in favor of the county Thurs-
day. The case was to have gone to
trial Wednesday, but Retelsdorf

She was attacked by ex-boyfriend after he fatally shot her
two brothers; it took 40 minutes to pinpoint her location

Missouri River releases will drop starting today
By NaNCy Gaarder

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

After months of extraordinari-
ly high releases from upstream
dams, the U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers on Saturday finally begins
cutting back.

The releases have contributed to
high levels on the Missouri River
along the Nebraska-Iowa border
southward. And those high levels

have kept water from draining
from still-flooded and damaged
portions of the valley.

And that’s kept life on hold for
some in the bottomland along the
river. Some families haven’t been
able to get back to their homes,

some roads remain damaged or un-
derwater, and in some areas, elec-
tricity has yet to be restored.

On Saturday, releases from
Gavins Point Dam drop to 75,000
cubic feet per second, down from
80,000 cfs. Gavins Point is the far-

thest downstream of six massive
dams on the upper Missouri. To-
gether, they comprise the largest
reservoir system in North Ameri-
ca.

By mid-December, releases are
expected to be down to 22,000 cu-
bic feet.

That means that releases, which
have been running more than 200%

Cutbacks at Gavins Point Dam will significantly
reduce river’s levels that have been high for months
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FAA offers little direction on
e-cigarettes, a fire risk on planes

the WashiNGtoN post

When an e-cigarette battery
started smoldering on a flight to
Los Angeles, a SkyWest flight at-
tendant threw it into an ice bucket
before shoving it into a fire con-
tainment bag.

In Denver, a carry-on bag with
overheating vaping batteries
“caught fire on a boarding bridge,”
and firefighters were called to put
it out, according to the Federal
Aviation Administration.

In March, Southwest Airlines

baggage handlers had to pull a
smoking suitcase containing e-cig-
arette batteries from a plane in
San Diego. Adjacent bags were
damaged, as was the plane, which
was temporarily taken out of ser-
vice, according to the FAA.

E-cigarettes and the recharge-
able lithium ion batteries that pow-
er them have caused smoke or fire
incidents on planes or at airports
30 times in less than three years,
according to an FAA database.

Give gravy a starring role
Small steps can help you

cook up a show-stopper for
your Thanksgiving table.
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PABLO, Mont. (AP) — Attorney
General William Barr announced a
nationwide plan Friday to address
the crisis of missing and slain Na-
tive American women as concerns
mount over the level of violence
they face.

Barr announced the plan, known
as the Missing and Murdered
Indigenous Persons Initiative,
during a visit with tribal leaders
and law enforcement officials on
the Flathead Reservation in Mon-
tana.

Native American women experi-
ence some of the nation’s highest
rates of murder, sexual violence
and domestic abuse. The National
Institute of Justice estimates that
1.5 million Native American wom-
en have experienced violence in
their lifetime, including many who
are victims of sexual violence. On
some reservations, federal studies
have shown women are killed at a
rate more than 10 times the nation-
al average.

AG unveils plan to address crisis of
missing Native American women
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Ice-covered farmland near Honey Creek, Iowa. Releases from upstream dams have contributed to high levels on the Missouri River along the Nebraska-Iowa border southward.
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Before you send another check to
the nursing home, give us a call.

NEBRASKA ELDER PLANNING NebraskaElderPlanning.com
Not affliated with any government agency.

402-922-8815

Is your spouse or parent in a nursing home?


