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A Saturday open house welcomed the public to a new source of 
pride for Gretna city staff.

The event served to show off the city’s new Public Works facility, 
a project many years in the making.

The 38,400 square foot facility brings the City of Gretna’s street, 
water, sewer and parks departments together under one roof and 
features vehicle storage, an interior wash bay, administrative space 
and other storage over three levels.

The $5.5 million project sits on 10 acres and is designed to allow 
for future expansion. Designed in 2014, construction began in Feb-
ruary of 2018.

— Rachel George

Public Works 
facility complete
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Gretna city staff, city officials, engineers and Gretna Area Chamber of Commerce representatives come together for a ribbon 
cutting June 8 at the new Public Works facility.
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Vehicle storage takes up most of the space inside the new Public Works facility at 20090 Husker Drive.
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Members of Gretna Boy Scout Troop 363 raise the flag Saturday 
prior to a program held at Gretna’s new Public Works facility.

By Rachel George
Editor

Three local Cub Scouts recently practiced their 
building skills in an effort to help out another local 
organization.

Members of Gretna Cub Scout Pack 244 recent-
ly crafted two enrichment boards for Wildlife En-
counters snakes to climb.

After seeing a post on Facebook asking if a lo-
cal group might be able to make the boards, Kim 
Buethe mentioned it to her husband Chris Buethe, 
who serves as a den leader along with Chris 
Poutre.

Earlier in the year, den members Jaxin Buethe, 
Jake Bender and Easton Poutre had learned about 
animals. When the time came for the Scouts to 
complete a building project for a badge, the boards 

seemed a natural choice.
“Jaxin is really into animals and he wants to be 

a zoologist so I thought it was right up his alley,” 
Kim said.

The Scouts cut logs of different sizes before set-
ting to work screwing them into two boards. They 
deemed the project “Slinko,” because they looked 
like Plinko boards for snakes.

Jaxin and Chris then delivered the boards to 
Wildlife Encounters on behalf of their group.

“I was really excited,” Jaxin said. “We got to 
take a picture and hold a baby kangaroo.”

The boards will serve as an enrichment tool for 
the snakes and will also allow students to observe 
the snakes’ climbing skills.
“It’s always good when nonprofits can help

each other,” Chris Buethe said.

Scout project benefits Wildlife Encounters
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Noodle tries out his new climbing board.
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Jaxin Buethe, second from left, and Chris Buethe, far right, present their Slinko boards to Wildlife Encounters 
staff. The project allowed a few members of Cub Scout Pack 244 to try out their building skills while benefiting 
another local organization.
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