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Meat plant
workers
speak out
about fears

By Erin Duffy anD nataliE SaEnz

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITERS

Dulce Castañeda knows what
her Mexican immigrant parents
have sacrificed — and what her
family has gained — by working at
the Smithfield Foods pork plant in
Crete, Nebraska.

Her mother stopped working at
the meatpacking plant when Dulce
was a girl, after the repetitive
hacking motions required to slice
pork injured her wrist. Her father
still works there after nearly 25
years, even as eight- and 10-hour
shifts on the production line leave
his back and hands aching.

“It’s been gruesome and hard
and difficult, but it’s something
he’s stuck with all these years,”
said Castañeda, 26. “I definitely ad-
mire him for that. Even being such
a back-breaking job, it’s gotten all
of his children to really live out his
version of the American dream.”

The steady employment and re-
liable wages have allowed her par-
ents to own their home in Crete.
Their children have been spared a
similar life working on or near the
kill floor — Castañeda and her sis-
ter went to college. Their brother
joined the military.

Life as a meatpacking worker

They and their families
worry about what to do as
the coronavirus continues
to plague their workplaces

A TRUE FISH TALE THAT MADE
FOR AN ANGLER’S DELIGHT
By Stu PoSPiSil

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Salmon caught in the Platte and
Missouri Rivers? Black bass and pick-
erel in the Elkhorn?

This fish story that dates to 1873 has
largely been lost to the annals of time,
and how it happened almost defies
logic — what are the chances? — but
trust us, it is true.

For almost a decade some of the
best freshwater fishing anywhere in
the country was in eastern Nebraska’s

waterways. What made for an angler’s
delight were a rainy spell, a railroad
trestle collapse between Elkhorn and
Waterloo and an aquarium car on a
Union Pacific train bound for Califor-
nia. That’s right. An aquarium car.

Our yarn starts in 1873, when the
California Fish Commission chartered

a Central Pacific Railroad fruit car to
be sent to New England to be fitted as
an aquarium. The mission: Stock Cal-
ifornia’s waterways with non-native
species. The man in charge: Living-
ston Stone of the United States Fish
Commission.

It was front-page news for the San
Francisco Examiner, which printed
a letter Stone wrote to the fish com-
mission and included this prophetic
excerpt:

How a railroad crash boosted
Nebraska’s fishing stock in

the late 1800s
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Virtual commencement
A UNL senior in cap and gown
watches graduation from the
comfort of home. Midlands
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CORRECTIONS

Staff, inmates
holding their
breath that virus
doesn’t attack

By Paul HammEl

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — The headlines
from prisons across the country
are alarming:

“Nearly 80% of inmates have
COVID-19 at two Ohio prisons”

“3 more inmates die at Chino
prison”

“Over 5,000 corrections officers
have contracted COVID-19”

In Nebraska, only eight staffers
had tested positive for coronavirus
as of Saturday and no inmates had
been confirmed infected. Three in-
mates who may have had contact
with an infected staffer were be-
ing tested as a precaution, officials
said Saturday.

At this point, according to an in-
mate, a corrections corporal and
a union official, it’s hard to tell if
that’s because of dumb luck or in-
creased vigilance.

While all three had some good
things to say about precautions be-
ing taken behind bars — increased
sanitizing, temperature checks,
wearing of masks and separat-
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Thank you to all the nurses who
take care of our community
Now, and always
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