
Nebraska moves up to No. 1 in the rankings
as it prepares for a national championship

rematch with No. 2 Stanford. Sports
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Slow to scoop
snow, many
paid through
the nose

By AAron SAnderford

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Omaha property owners who
failed to clear their sidewalks of
snow and ice last winter are dig-
ging out from big bills from the
city.

The city sent 184 property
owners bills totaling a combined
$174,117 for removing snow from
sidewalks, according to Public
Works Department records.

Most homeowners were charged
between $300 and $700 for snow
removal provided by a city con-
tractor. The owners of commer-
cial and industrial properties paid
more, with many receiving bills of
more than $3,000.

For a number of years, the city
has hired a private contractor to
clear sidewalks when property
owners fail to do it themselves.

But the cost of that contract has
quadrupled since 2013, and Public
Works and the City Council are
considering changes to reduce
the amounts property owners are
charged.

Last fall, only two contractors
submitted a bid for the sidewalk
work. The lowest bidder, DPS,
secured the contract, despite
charging fees of $6 to $10 a foot,
depending on the snow’s depth.
The other bidder, Bayshore Con-
tractors, bid $15 to $25 a foot.

The average bill for sidewalk
snow removal this past winter was
$950.

With bills that large, it would
have been cheaper for people to
hire a snow removal company, or
the neighbor kid.

The bid was approved by the
City Council in November after
some discussion.

Public Works officials say the
contractor must deal with snow
that hasn’t been cleared for sev-
eral days, leaving it hardened and
ice-packed.

Examples of this winter’s bills:
• A west Omaha homeowner

The city billed 184 property
owners $174,117 for failing
to shovel; homeowners who
didn’t clear walks faced tabs
of $300 to over $1,000

$85 million engineering hall at UNL
aims to meet industry, state needs

By rick ruggleS

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — Construction of a pri-
vately funded, $85 million engineering
building will help the state dig its way
out of a workforce hole, university and
business leaders said Monday.

The University of Nebraska-Lincoln
College of Engineering announced its
plan to erect the new building, called
Kiewit Hall, at 17th and Vine Streets.

The facility, boosted by a $20 million
donation from Omaha construction gi-
ant Peter Kiewit Sons’ Inc., is one of

several elements in the College of En-
gineering’s plan to supply more highly
skilled technical workers to the state.

“Kiewit Hall will attract the best stu-
dents to the University of Nebraska,”
UNL Engineering Dean Lance Pérez
said at a press conference and celebra-
tion concerning the announcement.

State and industry leaders have cit-
ed a shortage of technical workers
as a cloud hanging over Nebraska’s
future. They say an existing “brain
drain” of talented workers will hinder

Private funds, including $20 million from Kiewit, will cover
construction as Nebraska tries to boost highly skilled workforce
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Prisons in ‘vicious cycle’ as report stresses lack of staffing progress
By PAul HAmmel

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — Lingering prob-
lems at Nebraska’s state prisons
won’t be solved until facilities
are fully staffed, a leading state
senator on corrections issues said
Monday.

And that means better pay for

corrections workers, said State
Sen. Steve Lathrop of Omaha.

“It’s going to be a vicious cycle
until we fix the staffing,” he said.
“You can’t fix the culture, you
can’t fix the low morale, until you
have more people working at the
prisons.”

The comments came after a
prison watchdog reported Mon-

day that state prison workers
are working record-high over-
time hours to cover vacant posts.
Nebraska’s prisons — the sec-
ond-most overcrowded in the
nation — are as overcrowded as
ever, according to the annual re-
port by the Legislature’s inspec-
tor general for corrections.

The state spent more than $15

million on overtime for security
staff in 2018, which is about three
times as much as a decade earlier
and 23% more than the previous
year, the report says.

That was due, in part, to the
fact that the number of unfilled
security staff positions rose from

First decrease since 2014
Westside board votes to lower

district levy 0.18%, but valuations
will tell the tax tale. Midlands
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Omaha City Councilman Vinny
Palermo expects to stay on the
council after pleading guilty to
failing to file federal income tax
returns, his lawyer said.

Palermo, 46, entered guilty
pleas Monday for willful failure
to file income tax returns for 2012,
2013 and 2014, the U.S. Attorney’s
Office in Omaha announced.

He admitted in court that he
failed to file the returns within the

time required, which is a misde-
meanor under federal law.

Palermo referred questions to
his lawyer Monday. His lawyer,
James Martin Davis, said Palermo
has fixed the mistakes and paid
what he owed. He noted that Pal-
ermo filed the income tax returns
more than two years ago.

Court documents show that Pal-
ermo owed taxes on income from
his tree-trimming business, Vin-
ny’s Tree Service. Prosecutors say
he willfully failed to file tax re-
turns after receiving gross income

of $145,434 in 2012, $220,400 in
2013 and $129,612 in 2014, accord-
ing to court documents.

Palermo agreed to pay restitu-
tion for $21,209 in taxes owed and
take responsibility for the mistake,
according to the plea agreement.

“I failed to file my tax returns
several years ago in a timely man-
ner,” Palermo wrote in his petition
for a plea agreement. “They have
now been filed.”

Davis said it’s not uncommon
for new business owners to have

Palermo pleads guilty to not filing taxes, expects to keep council job
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The city was silent Monday on
Councilman Vinny Palermo’s future.See Palermo: Page 7
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New College
of Engineering
building

Lincoln
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UNL Chancellor Ronnie Green at Monday’s announcement that the College of Engineering plans to erect the building, to be called Kiewit Hall.
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