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Fourth graders at Gretna Ele-
mentary School recently kicked 
off their in-depth study of Ne-
braska history by learning about 
the various regions of Nebraska: 
the Sandhills, High Plains, Great 
Plains and Till Plains.

Students then selected a region 
of their choosing to highlight in a 
travel brochure, researching and 
sharing what’s special about the 
region, places of interest, agri-
culture information, fun facts, 
animals and more.

“We do it every year,” said Chris 
Vos, fourth grade teacher at GES.

Through the brochure, the 
history and geography lesson be-
comes so much more, Vos said.

Researching ties in with tech-

nology class through appropriate 
researching and using the inter-
net,” Vos said. “It ties in writing 
skills by making it something 
exciting and inviting to read. It 
ties in art by making pictures and 
designs that attract someone to 
want to pick it up. It ties in gram-
mar. It’s a multi-disciplinary type 
of activity, too.

“It just takes their learning to a 
different level. To read about it is 
great, but this way, they’ve owned 
their learning because they’ve de-
signed something based on the 
knowledge and information they 
have.”

Upon completion, GES Princi-
pal Andrew Rinaldi serves as judge 
each year, selecting the top three 
brochures based on a grading cri-
teria.

“This year, it was really, really 
tough. Because all the kids did 
such a good job, he had to pick 
some honorable mentions, too,” 
Vos said.

By bringing Mr. Rinaldi in to se-
lect winners, it gets the students 
even more excited to participate.

“We kind of make a big deal out 
of it,” Vos said. “It’s tough when you 
don’t win. We talk about that, too, 
how to accept that gracefully and 
celebrate with the people that were 
selected. They all did a great job.”

The winners were Emalyn Gils-
dorf, first; Lilah Kowaleski, sec-
ond; Jake Whiteing, third; Alex 
Moats, honorable mention; and 
Zoe Khalili, honorable mention.

“It’s a fun activity,” Vos said. 
“The kids love it and it takes it to 
a different depth of learning.”

Fourth graders showcase regions 
of Nebraska in travel brochures
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Fourth graders at Gretna Elementary School recently created brochures 
showcasing the different regions of Nebraska, kicking off their study of 
Nebraska state history. GES Principal Andrew Rinaldi selected winning 
brochures, based on the classroom criteria. Winners are pictured from left: 
Emalyn Gilsdorf, first; Lilah Kowaleski, second; Jake Whiteing, third; Alex 
Moats, honorable mention. Not pictured: Zoe Khalili, honorable mention.

TRUNK OR TREAT 
Gretna American 
Legion Post 216 
hosts community 
Halloween event

Above left: Easton Irvin 
chooses a piece of candy 
Saturday at the Trunk 
or Treat event at Gretna 
American Legion Post 216.

Above right: Metro Mopar 
Addicts hosted a Trunk or 
Treat on Saturday at Gretna 
American Legion Post 216. 
Children were invited to 
trick-or-treat as parents 
got to check out cool cars 
decorated for Halloween.

LEFT: Brielle, left, and 
Olivia Nickerson trick-or-
treat Saturday during the 
Metro Mopar Addict’s Trunk 
or Treat event at Gretna 
American Legion Post 216.
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