
90 arrested for failure to disperse or curfew
violations during weekend of unrest. Page 6A

433 members of Nebraska National Guard
have been called up to assist police. Page 6A

Some bars get an early start on first day back

By Kevin Cole and Will Bauer

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITERS

The manager of Neighber’s
Bar near Saddle Creek Road and
Leavenworth Street said Monday
that it was “good to be back to our
normal routine.”

“It’ll be good to see some famil-
iar faces, because I’ve been miss-
ing them,” Josh Bruckner said.
“We get a lot of the third-shift
workers from the hospital (the
nearby Nebraska Medical Center)
and Union Pacific.”

People who get off work early
in the morning could have a beer

and unwind starting at 6 a.m.
Monday when bars reopened for
the first time since the coronavi-
rus pandemic led to their closure.

But the situation also is inter-
secting with Omaha’s state of
emergency and nighttime curfew.
In downtown Omaha, businesses
closed early in anticipation of a
decision on charges in the death
of protester James Scurlock.

Bars were ordered closed
March 16 in an attempt to pre-
vent the spread of COVID-19, the
coronavirus disease. Nebraska
Gov. Pete Ricketts announced last
week that bars could reopen at

50% of capacity.
In early May, restaurants,

gyms and fitness centers, hair
and nail salons, barbershops, tat-
too parlors and massage studios
reopened in 89 of the state’s 93
counties. And in all the counties,
churches were allowed to hold
group services again, dentist of-
fices could reopen for regular vis-
its and elective surgeries could
restart.

Now, in addition to the reopen-
ing of bars, Ricketts has OK’d a
range of different events and cer-
tain low- and intermediate-con-
tact sports. The bar and event
changes apply in 89 counties, in-
cluding Douglas, Sarpy and Lan-
caster Counties. The sports re-
start applies statewide.

The Library Pub, which is south
of 90th and Fort Streets, opened
at noon Monday, but owner Mark
Smith was letting in regular cus-
tomers about an hour before that.

Smith said he felt “kinda crap-
py” to open with a curfew in
place, noting that he was frustrat-
ed with the curfew’s starting time
of 8 p.m.

Even though bars are allowed to

Closed since March 16, one midtown fixture welcomes
customers at 6 a.m., but curfew alters others’ big plans

NO CHARGES IN KILLING,
BUT CITY IS CALMER

By Todd Cooper

and alia Conley
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A handful of grainy and
graphic videos led Douglas
County Attorney Don Kleine
to conclude that a white bar
owner acted in self-defense
when he shot and killed a
22-year-old black Omaha man
Saturday night.

As a result, Jake Gardner,
owner of the side-by-side
Gatsby and Hive bars down-
town, will not face charges in
the death of James Scurlock.

A surveillance video from
Gardner’s bars, played Mon-
day at a press conference,
shows a group of young peo-
ple, including Scurlock, ap-
proaching Gardner.

Walking backward, Gard-
ner lifts his shirt to show a
handgun, then pulls it to his
side and continues backing

up. Two people from Scur-
lock’s group — a man and a
woman — tackle Gardner,
who ends up on his back in a
puddle in the street.

He fires twice into the air
— he characterized them as
warning shots in an interview
with Omaha police. The two
people run away from him.

Four seconds after that,
Scurlock rushes from the
sidewalk and dives on Gard-
ner. Kleine said Scurlock was
on Gardner’s back and had his
arm around the bar owner’s
neck. Gardner could be heard
on another bystander’s video
hollering, “Get off me, get off
me.”

His right arm pinned,
Kleine said, Gardner switched
the gun to his left hand and
fired over his shoulder. The
bullet hit Scurlock in the
shoulder-neck area, killing

Klein says all authorities agreed that
videos showed shooting to be justified
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Quieter night as police and protesters
share hugs and moments of unity

By reeCe risTau, aaron

sanderford MiKe sauTTer

and nanCy Gaarder
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On a night of tears, anger
and sorrow, there were also
moments of unity and hugs.

Many small actions among
law enforcement and protest-
ers led to less confrontation
Monday evening in Omaha’s
Old Market, the fourth night
of protests in the city.

A line of police officers and
Nebraska National Guard
members knelt in solidarity
with protesters after the pro-
testers asked them to. Said
one guardsman, explaining
his decision to take a knee:
“The Minneapolis police offi-
cer was in the wrong. I fully
believe that. To show people
that we are on their side, and
not against them, speaks vol-
umes.”

As the police and Guard
members rose, they were
greeted by hugs, cheers, some
tears and fist-bumps. Other
Guard members and officers
also knelt.

Protesters stayed on mes-
sage and voiced their pain in
the wake of Douglas County
Attorney Don Kleine’s deci-
sion not to charge the man
who shot and killed 22-year-
old James Scurlock, the latest
in a string of deaths of black
men that protesters talked
about Monday.

A crowd of more than 300
people filled the air with
chants about the need to val-
ue the lives of black people,
about the need to find justice
for Scurlock, and the need
to have police, the National
Guard and white residents of
Nebraska acknowledge their
pain and join them in taking
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CORONAVIRUS CASES
Infections Deaths

Nebraska 14,345 178
Iowa 19,552 534
U.S. 1,811,360 105,165

*As of 10 p.m. Monday

More COVID-19 inside
Beef plant in Dakota City reports

786 virus cases, but Tyson says the
numbers are declining. Page 5A

The virus has killed nearly 26,000
nursing home residents in the U.S.
— an incomplete count. Page 7A

Black-owned businesses, dispropor-
tionately hurt by the outbreak, fight

to stay afloat. Money, Page 8A

See Reopening: Page 5

MORE INSIDE
Trump calls governors

“weak” for not
cracking down on

protesters. Page 7A

Omaha bar owner
could still face gun
charges. Page 2A

Schmaderer pledges
more work to improve

police-community
relations. Page 3A

Eastman’s description
of Saturday night’s

killing draws a rebuke
from the county

attorney. Page 4A

Above, protesters
converged on

downtown again
Monday, the fourth

day of demonstrations
in Omaha. But many
small actions among
law enforcement and
protesters led to less

confrontation.
See Protests: Page 4
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See No charges: Page 2


