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Spiders and hornets and wasps.
And bird nests.
All these were encountered by crews who last week began restoring 

the steeple that adorns the historic First Presbyterian Church on Frank-
lin Street.

Dennis Swoope, a member of the team conducting restoration work 
on the church, said Thursday several birds had established nests in the 
church steeple, along with nest of hornets and wasps and many spiders.

He said the comings and goings of the birds and insects had allowed 
rain to enter and rotted out the very top of the spire, which a portion 
has been replaced. The whole steeple will receive new siding.

“I was up there yesterday,” Swoope said. “There were a bunch of 
nests, hornets, wasps and lots of spiders. They’ve been there a long 
time.”

The church roof will be re-shingled, he said, and windows and aw-
nings repaired and restored as necessary. In addition, the whole struc-
ture will be repainted.

The work is expected, weather permitting, to be completed before 
the end of the month.
The cost of the work, to be performed by KenBrooke Roofing of Pa-

pillion, is $88,889. The cost will be paid by the City of Bellevue, which 
owns and maintains the building.

The historic First Presbyterian Church, which was built between 
1856 and 1858, is believed to be the oldest surviving house of worship 
in Nebraska.

It was added to the National Register of Historic Places in 1970.

Church renovation under way 
despite hornets and wasps
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Crews repair the steeple on the historic First Presbyterian Church on Franklin Street. Birds, hornets, wasps and 
spiders, it turned out, had damaged the top of the steeple.

Here’s the 
church, 

there’s the 
steeple
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The Highway 370 bridge over Fort Crook Road 
is “a maintenance nightmare and a headache” and 
should be replaced by an intersection with traffic
lights or a roundabout, said Jeff Roberts, public works 
director for the City of Bellevue.

Roberts told the Bellevue Leader Friday he will 
wait until a study by an Omaha engineering firm is
complete before making a final recommendation on
what ought to happen at the intersection, but he has 
long believed maintaining the existing bridge will 
prove a drain on the city’s resources.

He said the bridge is secure and in no danger.
“There’s nothing critical, it’s just a lot of mainte-

nance,” he said.
Roberts said he is not opposed to installing a 

roundabout at the intersection, a proposition that 
drew a few dozen critical comments on the Bellev-
ue Leader’s Facebook page, although several others 
posted in support of the traffic circles.

“There’s nothing wrong with them,” Roberts said. 
“You never have to stop, you can just keep right on 
moving.”

The Bellevue City Council agreed unanimously at 
its July 2 meeting to hire the Omaha engineering firm
Alfred Benesch & Company to offer recommenda-
tions on the future of the bridge.

The bridge became the property of the City of Bel-
levue in June 2014 after the State of Nebraska relin-
quished to the city all of Highway 370 east of Arbore-
tum Drive to the Bellevue Bridge.

Roberts says Highway 
370 bridge a 
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It was the early hours of June 2, a 
Sunday, when Bellevue firefighters
Dustin Maw and Mark Armstrong 
received a call for help.

Some areas of the city were still 
dealing with the aftermath of the 
historic March floods, none more so
than the area around the intersection 
of Harlan Lewis Road and Highway 
34 on the south side of the city. There, 
the access road to the Highway 34 
bridge was still partially under wa-
ter, and it was from that area that the 
call came.

A woman had driven her vehicle 
into the flood waters that covered the
highway and had been carried far 
from dry land. She had a pet with her. 
The car was sinking.

The woman, who reports do not 
identify, was lucky a $30 million en-
hancement project is underway on 
the Missouri River levees. The levees 
are being raised between 2 and 3 feet, 
which involves a lot of additional dirt 
and the services of a front-end loader.

The front-end loader, and its driv-
er, helped the firefighters save the
day.

When Maw and Armstrong ar-
rived, the woman and her pet had 
floated about 300 yards from dry
land, and water had reached the top 
of the vehicle’s windows. The two 
firefighters donned their water res-

cue suits and climbed into the bucket 
of the front-end loader.

The driver of the front-end loader 
then plowed through the water and 
reached the woman, where the fire-
fighters were able to remove her and
her pet through a window and carry 
them to safety.

It was an exhibition of courage 
and creativity that earned Maw and 
Armstrong the Mayor’s Spotlight 

Award, which is granted to employ-
ees who demonstrate outstanding 
performance, either in community 
service or the performance of their 
work duties. The awards were cre-
ated by Mayor Rusty Hike after his 
election in November.

Persons wishing to recommend 
someone for a Mayor’s Spotlight 
Award should email Hike at rusty.
hike@bellevue.net.

Firefighters merit Spotlight Award
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Mayor Rusty Hike, right, poses with Dustin Maw, left, and Mark Armstrong, two 
firefighters who saved a woman and her pet from drowning June 2.
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