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YARD WASTE

Seasonal
unlimited
pickup is
new favorite

By AAron SAnderford

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Omaha residents would combine
trash and yard waste into a single
96-gallon cart for most of the year
under a proposed trash-hauling
contract that is emerging as the
City Council’s favorite.

The plan would let residents
fill one cart a week with a mix of
grass clippings and trash to be
taken to the landfill. But for eight
to 12 weeks in the spring and fall,
the city would pick up unlimited
amounts of bagged yard waste
and turn it into OmaGro compost.
There also would be a cart for re-
cycling.

In all, Omaha taxpayers would
pay $24.2 million a year if the City
Council accepts the plan by FCC
Environmental of Spain.

The council expects to vote on
the contract this month.

The FCC plan is drawing more
support on the council than the
second-most-popular bid, one from
West Central Sanitation of Minne-
sota. West Central proposes year-
round collection of yard waste to
be turned into compost, although
the city would pay only for pick-
ing up the yard waste that fits in
a single 96-gallon cart. Residents
would get a second separate cart
for trash and a third for recycling.

Supplemental plan by
mayor’s favored bidder for
trash contract is drawing
support from council

$42 million in Offutt levee improvements to begin

By nAncy GAArder

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

At last.
After years of delays and the

cruel irony of historic flooding
hitting weeks before improve-
ments were set to begin, repair

and upgrades of levees at Offutt
Air Force Base start this month.

The roughly $42 million in work
promises to better protect Oma-
ha’s primary sewer treatment
plant, roads and other infrastruc-
ture north of the confluence of the
Platte and Missouri Rivers.

The start of construction is pos-
sible because the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers this week awarded
a $10.3 million contract to repair
two Offutt area levees severely
damaged by this spring’s flooding.
Raising the levees couldn’t begin
before damage to the levees was
addressed.

In March, historic flooding
caused at least $420 million in
damage at Offutt; that sum is

based on a preliminary, partial
estimate. Omaha’s nearby Papil-
lion Creek Wastewater Treatment
Plant sustained $35 million in
damage.

Upgrading the Offutt levee
had been under review for about
six years, and work was poised
to start this past spring when
the flood hit. The March flooding
and an accompanying blizzard in

Corps of Engineers awards $10.3 million for repairs to
two levees; upgrades to be done in tandem to save costs

Lincoln twins killed at Pearl Harbor
will be buried with family, at last

By PAul HAmmel

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — Identical twins who
perished in the surprise attack on
Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941, are fi-
nally coming home.

Family members will gather Satur-
day morning in Lincoln to bury Leo
and Rudolph Blitz, who were killed
after Japanese torpedoes struck their
ship, the USS Oklahoma, in the early
moments of the raid. The battleship
quickly rolled over and sank, taking
429 sailors with her.

The remains of the two 20-year-
olds were recently identified at an
Omaha-based military lab tasked with
identifying remains of missing and

unidentified soldiers and sailors. The
lab had sifted through the comingled
remains of dozens of sailors buried
as “unidentified” in several graves in
Hawaii, using modern DNA tests to
discern their identity.

How the Blitz brothers went from a
Hawaiian cemetery informally known
as “the Punchbowl” to burial plots
among relatives in Lincoln is being
labeled as a near miracle by family
members.

“This is not something I’d ever
imagine would happen. I didn’t think
it was an option,” said Kris Shelledy, a
niece of the brothers. “It’s a fantastic
story.”

Among the mourners will be the
twins’ only surviving sibling, 93-year-
old Betty Pitsch of Lincoln, as well
as family members from as far away
as Alabama, California and New En-
gland.

Leo, Rudolph Blitz were on
the USS Oklahoma when the
Japanese torpedoed the ship

B L I T Z F A M I L Y P H O T O

Leo and Rudolph Blitz were 20 years old when they were killed aboard the USS Oklahoma during the Pearl Harbor raid of Dec. 7, 1941.
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Iowa officials
detail killings
linked to two
people after
one was fatally
shot by police.
Midlands

GUN VIOLENCE

Push grows for
‘red flag’ laws;
Nebraska, Iowa
don’t have them

THe ASSociATed PreSS

WASHINGTON — Despite fre-
quent mass shootings, Congress
has not passed substantial gun vi-
olence legislation.

But a bipartisan proposal by
Sens. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., and
Richard Blumenthal, D-Conn., is
gaining momentum after week-
end mass shootings in Texas and
Ohio that left 31 people dead. The
emerging plan would create a fed-
eral grant program to encourage
states to adopt “red flag” laws to
take guns away from people be-
lieved to be dangers to themselves
or others.

Red flag laws have been adopted
by 17 states, including New York,
where a law is set to take effect
Aug. 24.

Nebraska and Iowa do not have
red flag laws, although Nebraska
State Sen. Adam Morfeld of Lin-
coln introduced a bill to create

See Guns: Page 3

See Trash: Page 2

See Offutt: Page 2

K R I S S H E L L E d Y

This memorial stone had marked the
empty graves of Leo and Rudolph Blitz
in Lincoln’s Memorial Park cemetery.

Now the twins’ identified remains will be
buried Saturday with full military honors. See Blitz: Page 2

Balloon Launch - 7:00pm

Balloon Glow - 9:00pm

Enjoy music by

Live Wire
Friday

Front Ro & High Heel
Saturday

and GREat WinE!

$15 tickets in advance
$19 tickets at the gate

buy tickets now & save!
Advance tickets for admission,
wine tasting and souvenir wine glass just $15.
Available at Family Fare, The Winery,
WineStyles, Corkscrew, Wohlner’s &Brewsky’s

• Food & wine experience with Great chefs

from carrabba’s on Friday & 801 Grill on saturday

(402) 346-8003 showofficeonline.com
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Now At ta-Ha-Zouka Park

Free Park ‘N Ride from Elkhorn High

NebraskaBalloon aug 9&10
Fri: 5pm-11pm
Sat: 3pm-11pm

A unique celebration featuring
award winning wines. Taste

delicious foods, KidZone fun
for kids & enjoy live

entertainment!
0000063386-01


