
October 2, 2019  •  Volume 23  •  Number 40            $2.00

CHANGES COMING TO BELL PLACE A2
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As a 14-year veteran of the Papil-
lion Police Department, Matt Elsass-
er has been on road patrol, served as 
a School Resource Officer, worked
in narcotics and was also part of a
task force.
His next chapter has him work-

ing with a partner, one of the furry
variety.
Elsasser is in training, along with

Knox, to become the next K-9 unit 
with the department. Chris Goley
and Deuce currently serve as the 
only K-9 unit.
It has always been his goal to be-

come a K-9 officer and now Elsasser
is starting to see it become a reality.
“Even when I was in high school,

I knew I wanted to someday be a
K-9 officer,” he said. “No matter
what job I’ve done with the depart-
ment, I’ve always geared it around
someday becoming a K-9 officer.”

When the department decided in 
the spring to add a second K-9 unit, 
there was no hesitation on Elsasser’s
part to seize the opportunity.
“I could see we were gaining

traction to get that second dog,”
he said. “The minute we found out
about this mywife (Allison) toldme,
‘You’re going for this.’”

Knox, a 21-month old Belgian 
Malinois, was selected in June from
Canine Tactical in Chariton, Iowa.
“He’s a little smaller than other

K-9 breeds, which makes him a little
more versatile,” Elsasser said.

Elsasser and Knox recently com-
pleted eight weeks of narcotics train-
ing that allowed Knox to be narcot-
ics certified by the State of Nebraska.
The next process will be eight weeks
of road patrol training, followed by
another certification process. If all
goes well, Knox and Elsasser will
join forces on patrol in Papillion.

Until then, Elsasser plans to 
take Knox to local schools and oth-
er demonstrations to integrate him 
into the community.
Unlike most K-9 situations where

an experienced handler is already in 
place, Elsasser has been learning the 
ropes right along with his partner.
“From his end of the leash, he’s

brought me along,” he said. “He al-
ready had some training, so I’m try-
ing to get caught up to his abilities.
“I knew it would be a lot of hard

work andwe’ve put in a lot of hours,
but no complaints. Like athletics,

you can’t just show up and expect
to be good. You have to put in the
time.”

Elsasser said he has been im-
pressed by the growth in Knox
during their training together and 
how well he has adapted to new sit-
uations.
“To see how intelligent he is

amazes me,” he said. “Watching
him grow and improve on the abili-
ties he has is the enjoyable part.”
With two dogs already at his own

home, Elsasser said Knox has tran-
sitioned well into a family life that

also includes two young children.
“When he’s at work, he’s all busi-

ness, but at home, he’s very calm,”
Elsasser said. “There’s a lot of sup-
port for him within the walls of our
own house.”

As the relationship progress-
es, Elsasser is excited for what lies
ahead with his new partner.
“Like any dog/owner relation-

ship, you see that bond grow and it’s
great having that partner with you,”
he said.
“I feel like I’m living a dream ev-

ery day.”

New K-9 on the block
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Papillion Police Department Officer Matt Elsasser and Knox are currently in training as Knox prepares to become the second 
K-9 with PPD.

Elsasser, Knox 
learning the 

ropes together
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Though they no longer fight
for their country, these local vet-
erans are honored to fight for
a team full of men and women
who have.
The Nebraska Warriors

Hockey Program is a nonprofit
team comprised of both abled 
and disabled veterans from all 
branches of the military.
The team was created in Feb-

ruary as a way for veterans to
have fun in a competitive envi-
ronment, but more importantly, 
come together.
While hockey is the main ac-

tivity, Ryan Hignight of Bellev-
ue, team marketing director and
player, said there is much more 
than skating involved.
“It’s about ice hockey but it’s

more than that,” Hignight said.
“It’s about giving these veterans
who served our country an op-
portunity to associate with those
like them and who have had a
similar experience.”

On and off the ice, Hignight 
said, the team demonstrates con-
stant support for each other.
“As a team, we are striving to

improve the lives of our mem-
bers,” he said.
“We want to promote an en-

vironment that is similar to the 

ones we had when serving be-
cause everybody on the team is 
a veteran.”
The team is made up of 40

players from across Sarpy Coun-
ty, Ralston and other nearby 
communities, regardless of ath-
letic ability.
Even if it’s a participant’s first

time on the ice, he will be accept-
ed and encouraged to play no 

matter what, Hignight said.
Hignight said he is one of the 

least-skilled players on the team,
but his teammates welcomed
him with open arms.

“My teammates push me and 
my coaches push me to excel on 
the ice,” he said. “They coachme
and mentor me both on and off 
the ice to be better.”
From 10% to 100% ability, the

team welcomes all veterans to
participate.
“We are always willing to

accept new veterans, regular
veterans or disabled at all skill
levels,” he said.

Practices are year-round 
every other week either at the
Ralston Arena or in Lincoln.
The team competes against

other Warrior Hockey teams

from across the country.
“Handling a puck with ev-

erybody on the ice and people 
in the crowd staring at you can
be unnerving, but these guys en-
courage you to do it and support 
you when you do,” Hignight
said.
Whether it’s learning how to

better control the puck or get-
ting advice on a personal prob-
lem from a friend, the Nebraska
Warriors pride themselves on 
camaraderie.
“We want to make sure ev-

erybody has someone else to 
rely on, a shoulder to lean on 
when life gets tough. It’s a sup-
port group as well as an ice
hockey team,” Hignight said.
Hignight takes pride in put-

ting on the jersey and hitting the
ice with his fellow veterans, he
said.
“The normal public doesn’t

always understand what we’ve
been through. It gives us an
opportunity to be greater than 
ourselves like we did when we
served,” he said. “I get to inter-
act with people who have put
their lives on the line and made 
sacrifices. Words just don’t de-
scribe how happy that makes
me.”
To get involved or to donate

to the organization, visit nebras-
kawarriors.com.

Hockey team brings veterans together
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The Nebraska Warriors prior to a recent practice.
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