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CATHOLIC CHURCH

Court: Divorce
decree doesn’t
require kids
to go to Mass

By Paul Hammel

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — Does “participa-
tion” in the Catholic religion re-
quire attendance at weekly Mass?

The Nebraska Supreme Court
on Friday sidestepped that sticky
question about a religion’s require-
ments, saying that’s not for a civil
court to decide.

But in the case of a contested
divorce decree, the court ruled
that the decree didn’t specifically
require a mother to take her chil-
dren regularly to Mass.

In a unanimous, 13-page opinion
written by Supreme Court Judge
Jonathan Papik, the court ruled
that while the divorce decree re-
quired the children to “be enrolled
and be participants in the Catholic
religion,” it only specifically re-
quired them to participate in first
communion and confirmation, as
well as CCD classes, which are
weekly Catholic education classes
required of children who do not at-
tend Catholic school.

“We do not understand how the
requirement that the children be
registered as Catholics in some
way also compels the Mass at-
tendance ordered by the district
court,” wrote Papik, in overturn-
ing a judgment by Douglas County
District Judge Peter Bataillon.

Patrick Gomez had gone to court
after discovering that his ex-wife,
Elizabeth, had begun taking their
two children to Lutheran Church
during her parenting time. That,
he said, violated a portion of the
parenting plan in their divorce
decree that required that the chil-
dren “be enrolled and be partici-
pants in the Catholic religion.”

The father presented evidence
showing that the tenets of the
Catholic Church require atten-
dance at weekend Mass as well as
Mass on holy days of obligation.
That prompted Judge Bataillon to
order the wife to follow the tenets
of the church and either take the
kids to Mass during her parenting
time, or allow the father to do so.

But the Supreme Court tossed
out that order. Papik wrote that
while courts are regularly called
upon to decide requirements
of “earthly regimes,” the U.S.

Nebraska Supreme Court
rejects father’s argument;
mother took children to
Lutheran services instead

Providing students the tools to
succeed in high-demand fields

By Henry J. Cordes

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Audrey Mugisha admits that
until two weeks ago, he had barely
looked under the hood of a car.

Now the 18-year-old knows how
to change the oil in your car. He
can rotate your tires, too. And he’s
learning what it takes to make it as
an automotive technician and me-
chanic.

“Before I came here, I had no
idea about cars,” said the Benson
High School senior-to-be as he
worked at Woodhouse Ford last
week. “It’s a great experience.”

Mugisha is one of 28 students
taking part in a new internship
program being piloted this sum-
mer by the Millard Public Schools
and the Avenue Scholars Founda-
tion, which provides school men-
toring and scholarships for at-risk
youths. The internship program’s

Internship program launched this summer by the Millard Public Schools
and Avenue Scholars is seen as a ‘win-win’ for youths and businesses
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CAMPAIGN 2020

Biofuels foes push their message in
Iowa, where backing ethanol is key

BloomBerg news

WASHINGTON — Environ-
mentalists are taking their case
that corn-based ethanol is bad for
the planet to the state that makes
more of it than any other: Iowa.

They are bird-dogging presiden-
tial candidates such as Elizabeth
Warren and Cory Booker at rallies
and town halls, trying to dissuade
them from making politically con-
venient pro-ethanol pledges to get
votes in corn country. Their mes-
sage: Biofuels are driving environ-
mental harms, from disappearing
wetlands to algae blooms in the
Gulf of Mexico.

With Democratic 2020 candi-
dates flocking to Iowa, biofuel
foes are challenging conventional
wisdom that ethanol support is un-
touchable in Iowa.

So far, their efforts aren’t work-
ing.

At least nine presidential candi-
dates made pilgrimages to ethanol
factories in Iowa this year — in-
cluding President Donald Trump,
who visited the Southwest Iowa
Renewable Energy facility in
Council Bluffs on June 11.

Former Democratic Congress-
man Beto O’Rourke toured the Big

Gretna crash survivor
Teen is out of the hospital;

benefit is set to help her and
victims’ families. Midlands

Win for Irish in Omaha
The state’s top-ranked football
recruit picks Notre Dame over

nearby Huskers. Sports
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ELECTIVE C-SECTIONS

For Brazil’s wealthier women,
‘life’s a party,’ including childbirth

THe wasHingTon PosT

SAO PAULO — The white-
gloved women laid chocolates and
cakes on silver trays. They filled
the crystal vases with roses. Now
the guests were arriving. Mari-
ana Casmalla had been buffed,
primped and polished in prepara-
tion for this moment.

She was ready for her C-section.
“It’s a special occasion,” ex-

plained Casmalla, a 28-year-old
dental surgeon, batting profession-
ally made-up eyes.

“Don’t we get dressed up for
parties and special dates? It’s the
same thing.”

Elective caesarean sections
have long been a status symbol
among Brazil’s elite, a way for
some of the country’s wealthier
women to avoid the unpredictabil-
ity of natural childbirth. The coun-
try has one of the highest rates of
caesarean births in the world —
they account for 55.5% of all deliv-
eries in Brazil, spiking to 84% in
private hospitals, according to the
Public Health Ministry. The rate in
the United States for all hospitals
is 32.9%.

Now the phenomenon is inspir-
ing a new industry of party plan-
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Abdul Bakari changes a car’s oil at Woodhouse Ford on North 72nd Street. The Avenue
Scholars graduate now works full time at Woodhouse. At top, Audrey Mugisha, one of
28 students in the new internship program, removes lug nuts from a tire at Woodhouse. See Internships: Page 3

WESTSIDE HIGH SCHOOL Classroom renovations will put a renewed emphasis on trades. Midlands

See Democrats: Page 2 See Brazil: Page 5
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