
Colleges go
fully virtual
to recruit
students

By Rick Ruggles

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Campus tours enable prospec-
tive students to breathe a college’s
atmosphere and decide whether
the school could become home.

But this spring, campus visits
are limited to the presentations
schools can make through virtual
tours, which are a distant imitation
of strolling through campus.

One prospective student on a
virtual visit offered by Midland
University last week asked: “Since
we don’t get to join you on campus
in person, how would you describe
Midland’s campus feel?”

Conveying campus feel and
character is the challenge for vir-
tual tours. Colleges are doing their
best to sell themselves using visits
via video conferences. But by com-
parison to an in-person tour, virtu-
al technology limits what colleges
can show and who the prospective
students can meet.

Following the coronavirus shut-
down of campus tours in March,
admissions teams have hustled to
assemble tours via remote tech-
nology. Sessions typically are live
and interspersed with some pre-
recorded video, photographs and
charts.

Sessions can be fashioned for
a student’s interests and may
include admissions counselors,
professors, coaches and students
already enrolled. Some are group
sessions and some are one on one.

Dusty Newton, director of un-
dergraduate admissions at the
University of Nebraska at Kear-
ney, said he was “not sure we’ve
figured out how” to provide a sense
of campus character remotely.
“How can we come close to that?”

Students who visit a campus are
more likely to attend that school,
said Sara Hanson, vice president
for enrollment services at the Col-
lege of St. Mary. That makes the

Conveying campus
atmosphere is a challenge
with in-person visits
impossible amid outbreak

Expectant moms must shift expectations

By kelsey stewaRt

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

It started with the baby show-
er.

Canceled.
Then Grandma and Grandpa’s

visit from California.
Canceled.
And once Kelli Bello gave

birth to her twins, more plans
were scrapped.

Big sister Juniper wouldn’t be
able to meet her new sisters at
the hospital.

A newborn photo shoot was
out of the question.

“There are so many things
that come from your commu-
nity when you bring new ba-
bies into the world, and we just
slowly watched all those fall by
the wayside as the virus pro-
gressed,” said Bello, who’s 35.

Women like Bello have had to
upend some of their plans for
delivery — and bringing baby
home — as the threat of the nov-
el coronavirus became more
serious and as hospital protocol
continued to evolve. Revised vis-
itor policies and extra protective
equipment are some of the big-
ger changes to local hospitals’
labor and delivery floors.

“People are still going to have
babies in the middle of a pandem-
ic,” said Dr. Tifany Somer-Shely,

Many plans for babies ‘fall by the wayside’; one mother-
to-be knows she’ll have pandemic stories to tell her son

WILL VIRUS COST VOTES FOR
$200 MILLION IN STREET BONDS?

By Reece Ristau

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

The beautiful brick homes that
characterize the neighborhood north
of Memorial Park don’t quite mesh
with the state of the streets that run
along them, some of which are pock-
marked by cracks and potholes.

As nearly any Omaha driver can at-
test, such streets exist across the city.
Voters now face a decision: Pay more
in property taxes and, in exchange,
the city will have more capacity to
consistently repair and maintain the

roads.
By voting yes on the $200 million

streets bond issue appearing on the
May 12 primary ballot, the City of
Omaha will undertake street mainte-
nance projects around the city, in ev-
ery City Council district and dozens of
neighborhoods.

The money — which would pro-
vide an additional $40 million a year
over the next five years to resurface
and repair residential streets and ma-
jor arterial roadways — would help
bridge a gap between what the city
currently spends to fix and maintain

roads and what experts say the city
should be spending.

Weeks ago, there seemed to be lit-
tle doubt about whether voters would
approve the measure. Bond issues in
Omaha typically win easy approval,
and the problems with city streets are
clear to most any driver.

Passage of the bond issue would
raise property taxes by an estimated
$26 for every $100,000 of valuation.

Will economic anxiety influence the
outcome of the vote?

“I think it’s a wild card,” said Paul

Work on roads would begin citywide if issue, with a
property tax hike, passes in suddenly tough times

Political unrest
further roils mix
of health and
economic crises

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
global health crisis is taking a
bitter political turn with tensions
worsening between governments
trying to keep the coronavirus at
bay and people yearning to restart
stalled economies and forestall
fears of a depression.

Protesters worrying about their
livelihoods and bucking infringe-
ments on their freedom have tak-
en to the streets in some places. A
few countries are acting to ease
restrictions, but most of the world
remains unified in insisting that
it’s much too early to take more
aggressive steps.

In the United States, the Trump
administration says parts of the
nation are ready to begin a gradual
return to normalcy. Yet some state
leaders say their response to the
pandemic is hindered by an inad-
equate federal response.

After insisting that the country’s
virus testing system was with-
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CORONAVIRUS CASES
Infections Deaths

Nebraska 1,474 28
Iowa 2,902 75
U.S. 720,630 37,202

*As of 10 p.m. Sunday
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One of the streets set for improvements under the city bond issue is 117th Street near Sahler Street in northwest Omaha. Top left, a mix of water and
oil flows into a small fissure on 117th Street in the same area. At top right are recently filled potholes on 58th Street north of Memorial Park. Passage
of the street bond issue on the May 12 ballot would raise property taxes by an estimated $26 for every $100,000 of valuation.
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