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Grassley touts
big economic
boost as trade
deal advances

By Joseph Morton

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

WASHINGTON — A new North
American trade deal is nearing the
finish line after its approval Tues-
day by the Senate Finance Com-
mittee.

Farmers and ranchers have
been waiting impatiently for
more than a year to see Congress
finalize the U.S.-Mexico-Canada
Agreement, which represents one
potential bright spot amid ongoing
tariff battles that have depressed
commodity prices and hammered
their bottom lines.

“It’s going to be a big boost to
the economy,” Sen. Chuck Grass-
ley, R-Iowa, told reporters Tuesday
after the panel voted 25-3 in favor
of the deal.

Grassley, who is chairman of
the committee, cited International
Trade Commission estimates that
it could result in growth that would
produce 176,000 new jobs.

The deal is expected to easily
clear the full Senate, but the tim-
ing remains unclear. Grassley sug-
gested that it could be wrapped up
as soon as next week but added
that it also could be delayed by an
impeachment trial.

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi has
thus far been holding the articles
of impeachment approved by the
House. As soon as she sends them,
the resulting trial will take priori-
ty over all other matters.

Tuesday’s vote came despite
a few bipartisan objections. One
Democrat voted against the deal,
saying it doesn’t do enough to tack-
le climate change.

Sen. Pat Toomey, R-Pa., also op-
posed it. He said sticking with the

Finance Committee
approves agreement 25-3;
impeachment trial could
delay vote by full Senate

Drones over Omaha! (Not those drones)

By erin Duffy

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Aviation and law enforcement
officials, and lots of regular folks,
are still trying to untangle the
mystery of packs of aircraft spot-
ted flying in formation at night
over rural parts of eastern Colo-
rado and western and central Ne-
braska.

But one drone expert cautioned
that not all drone sightings should
be lumped together. Drones are
becoming increasingly common,
for all sorts of uses.

Reports and videos of twinkly
lights in the sky have been blow-
ing up on social media — they’re
in Lincoln now! They’re flying
over Omaha!

But those are most likely sep-

arate from the sightings of what
appear to be large drones with
6-foot wingspans flying in grid-
like patterns, said Matt Waite, the
founder of the Drone Journalism
Laboratory at the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln.

“Are drones invading Omaha?
They already have,” Waite said.

“Literally thousands of people
in Nebraska got drones for Christ-
mas,” he said, and most probably
aren’t familiar with Federal Avi-
ation Administration rules that

Santa’s bag was full of them, a prof notes, but mystery
drones out west are bigger and probably breaking rules

A SPLIT VERDICT ON THE HARDWOOD

Huskers sock it to
Hawkeyes; Villanova
rally leaves Jays blue
Haanif Cheatham, above, and un-

derdog Nebraska took the fight

to Iowa on Tuesday night, beating

the Hawkeyes 76-70 in Lincoln. In

Omaha, Creighton looked poised to

earn the national spotlight in build-

ing a double-digit lead on No. 16

Villanova. But the Wildcats rallied

to snap the Jays’ 15-game home

win streak. Coverage in Sports
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IMPEACHMENT

McConnell says
he has votes to
start trial, put off
witness decision

WASHINGTON (AP) — Senate
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell
said Tuesday that he has the votes
to start President Donald Trump’s
impeachment trial as soon as
Speaker Nancy Pelosi releases the
documents, winning support from
GOP senators to postpone a deci-
sion on calling witnesses.

McConnell could launch the
third impeachment trial in the na-
tion’s history this week if Pelosi
sends the articles of impeachment
to the Senate.

Pelosi gave little indication of
her next move. She cut short an
impeachment discussion with her
leadership team at the Capitol
when an aide handed her a note
about the crisis unfolding in the
Middle East.

McConnell said the question of
new witnesses and documents will
be addressed later “and not before
the trial begins.”

The contours of a Senate trial
have been in dispute. Pelosi is de-
laying transmission of the articles
as Democrats press to hear from
former national security adviser
John Bolton and other new wit-
nesses. McConnell has resisted.

Not at all what you thought
Nebraska’s 2020 travel guide

employs a tone similar to tourism
motto that went viral. Midlands
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Iranian missile attack marks escalation
TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — Iran

struck back at the United States
for the killing of a top Iranian
general early Wednesday, firing a
series of ballistic missiles at two
Iraqi bases housing U.S. troops in
a major escalation that brought
the two longtime foes closer to
war.

Iranian state TV said the attack
was in revenge for the U.S. killing
of Revolutionary Guard Gen. Qa-

ssem Soleimani, whose death last
week in an American drone strike
near Baghdad prompted angry
calls to avenge his slaying. A U.S.
official said there were no imme-
diate reports of U.S. casualties,
though buildings were still being
searched.

“All is well!” President Donald
Trump tweeted shortly after the
missile attacks, adding, “So far, so
good” regarding casualties.

Soleimani’s killing and the
strikes by Iran came as tensions
have been rising steadily across
the Mideast after Trump’s de-
cision to unilaterally withdraw
America from Tehran’s nuclear
deal with world powers. They also
marked the first time in recent
years that Washington and Tehran
have attacked each other directly
rather than through proxies in
the region. It raised the chances
of open conflict erupting between
the two countries, which have
been at odds since Iran’s 1979 Is-
lamic Revolution.

But in a tweet shortly after the
missile launches, Iran’s foreign
minister called a ballistic mis-
sile attack a “proportionate mea-
sures in self-defense” and said it
was not seeking to escalate the
situation but would defend itself
against any aggression.

Iran initially announced only
one strike, but U.S. officials con-
firmed both. U.S. defense officials
were at the White House, likely to
discuss options with Trump, who
launched the strike on Soleimani

Tehran avenges general’s killing with strikes at bases in
Iraq housing u.S. troops; no casualties initially reported
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