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By Ryan Hansen
55th Wing Public Affairs

OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE, Neb. — A ribbon cutting cer-
emony for Cobb Hall, the installation’s newest dormitory,
took place here Nov. 7.

The new $18.8 million dormitory is named in honor of
retired Chief Master Sgt. Lawrence A. Cobb.

“For about a total of 40 years Chief Cobb had a lasting
effect on our legacy here,” said Col. Allan Dayton, 55th
Mission Support Group commander, who was the presiding
official of the event. “He is wholly deserving of having this
dormitory named after him.”

The new 51,000 square foot, three-floor dormitory in-
cludes 30 module suites that can accommodate 120 Airmen.
Each module features four bedrooms and four bathrooms
along with a common kitchen, a living room space and
washer and dryer.

“This [building] is world-class,” Dayton said. “This is not
only an example of what our Airmen and Sailors deserve
here at Offutt, but really sets the standard for what we
need for all of our military members.”

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers awarded the project
in February 2017. It included not only the construction of
Cobb Hall, but also the demolition of Whiteman Hall and
the building of Airman Drive, which extends to the dormi-
tory complex from the intersection of Nelson Drive and
SAC Boulevard.

“One of our main priorities … is safe and secured hous-
ing, dorms and lodging,” Dayton said, “and I would say this
… project is a step in the right direction for that priority.”

The dorm’s namesake began his relationship with the
wing in 1962 working on the technical signals platform
of the ERB-47 at Forbes AFB, Kansas. Cobb then moved
with the 55th Strategic Reconnaissance Wing to Offutt in
1966 where he continued his career with the newer RC-135

platform.
“This was really important to Team Offutt to make this

day a reality for [his] family,” said Chief Master Sgt. Brian
Thomas, 55th Wing command chief. “And I think he would
be immensely proud that the decision was made to always
have maintainers in this dorm.”

In 1974, Cobb transferred to the aircraft depot in Green-
ville, Texas where he continued his work on the RC-135. He
retired from the Air Force in 1983 but continued to work as
a contractor with the Big Safari program in Greenville.

Altogether, Cobb dedicated more than 40 years to
improving 55th Wing combat mission systems. For his
contributions, he was inducted into the 55th Wing Hall of
Fame in 2008.

“Larry was a consummate professional,” said Rich
Holsinger, a 55th Wing Association member who served
and worked with Cobb for 24 years. “His legacy will live
forever and it’s a very professional and worthwhile legacy.”

Ribbon cutting ceremony held for new dormitory
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From left to right: Doug Shapland, 55th Civil Engineer Squadron project manager, Col. William Dayton, 55th Mission Support Group commander, Chief Master Sgt. Brian Thomas, 55th Wing command
chief and Airman 1st Class Shane Potter, 55th Security Forces Squadron, cut a ribbon to mark the opening of Cobb Hall, the installation’s newest dormitory, Nov. 7. The new 51,000 square foot, three-
floor dormitory includes 30 module suites that can accommodate 120 Airmen. The new $18.8 million dormitory is named in honor of retired Chief Master Sgt. Lawrence A. Cobb.

By Roger Nelson
55th Aerospace Medicine Squadron

OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE, Neb. — Make no mistake,
the national news you have seen or heard lately about
the outbreak of lung injury and death is real.

As of Oct. 29, over 1,800 lung injury cases and 37
deaths have been reported to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention and the only commonality
among all cases is the patient’s use of e-cigarette or
vaping products.

It is an outbreak that is getting bigger and bigger by
the day and it has medical providers at Offutt’s Ehrling
Bergquist Clinic worried.

“We need to aggressively educate our population and
stop the usage before it starts to impact our mission or
worse someone loses their life,” said Col. Julie Ostrand,
55th Medical Group commander.

In just the last two years we’ve seen e-cigarette use
at Offutt nearly double from 5% of our Airmen to 9%.
That’s approximately 500 of our Airmen putting their
health, life and mission readiness at stake.

Just as there is no safe amount of tobacco use known,
there is no known safe amount of vaping, which is of
immediate concern.

According to the CDC, some patients reported that
their symptoms developed over just a few days, while
others reported that their symptoms developed over
several weeks.

The CDC strongly encourages people who have re-
cently used e-cigarettes or vaping products with any of
the following symptoms to see their healthcare provider
immediately: Cough, shortness of breath, chest pain,
nausea, vomiting, abdominal pain, diarrhea, fatigue,
fever or weight loss.

One more measure being put into place is a briefing
intended for units entitled “Empowerment, Not Judge-
ment!”

The brief addresses big tobacco’s lies and the truth
behind how nicotine use affects mission performance,
our daily lives and the lives of our children. It’s of bene-
fit for all of us to know the truth.

The 55th Medical Group stands ready to assist all
e-cigarette, vaping or tobacco users with nicotine
replacement therapy including nicotine patch, gum,
lozenge or prescription therapy.

For more information or to schedule an appointment
with a behavioral health consultant or primary care
manager, call 402-232-2273. To schedule a unit briefing
call 402-294-5977.

Outside assistance, including text-message support, is
available by visiting www.smokefree.gov, www.thetruth.
com or www.ycq2.org.

Vaping, e-cigs: The danger is real
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A Team Offutt Airman vapes in an authorized smoking area
during a break Nov. 7. As of Oct. 29, over 1,800 lung injury
cases and 37 deaths have been reported to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention and the only commonality
among all cases is the patient’s use of e-cigarette or
vaping products. Offutt Airmen looking for support quitting
can schedule an appointment with a behavioral health
consultant or primary care manager by calling 402-232-2273.
To schedule a unit briefing on the dangers of vaping and
options for quitting, call 402-294-5977. Outside assistance,
including text-message support, is available by visiting www.
smokefree.gov, www.thetruth.com or www.ycq2.org.

By Paul Shirk
55th Wing Public Affairs

OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE, Neb. — The 557th Weather Wing has
been reassigned to the Sixteenth Air Force (Air Forces Cyber).

The reassignment ceremony, held at the 557th WW’s head-
quarters here Oct. 29, was attended by commanders from Six-
teenth Air Force (Air Forces Cyber) and Twelfth Air Force (Air
Forces Southern), its former Numbered Air Force.

The 557th WW joins the 55th Wing and other units whose mis-
sions fall under the new Information Warfare NAF.

“The 557th operates a truly global and data-driven enter-
prise,” said Lt. Gen. Timothy Haugh, Sixteenth Air Force (Air
Forces Cyber) commander. “On a daily basis, your Airmen
exploit a worldwide network of sensors, processing mass quan-
tities of data, connected to a communications network capable
of disseminating weather intelligence at the speed of decision to
create outcomes for joint commanders.”

Haugh also spoke about the wing’s developments in cyber.
“The 557th also maneuvers in unique segments of the cyber

domain, and reaches into a vast data network touching DOD
[Department of Defense], inter-agency and global partners,”
Haugh said.

“Progress in establishing Mission Defense Teams, understand-
ing the cyber terrain, and integrating intelligence into oper-
ations also illustrates how the weather wing has optimized to
operate in a degraded and contested operational environment.”

Col. Brian Pukall, 557th WW commander, then spoke about the
2018 National Defense Strategy’s call to organize for innovation,
and the 557th WW’s drive toward that goal.

“Twelfth Air Force empowered our Airmen such that we could
take this next step into the Sixteenth Air Force to help deliver
new outcomes for the nation,” Pukall said.

He later added that through the innovation culture, the wing
was able to tackle mission sets that were not previously possible.

“It has been an honor to lead the 557th as you transformed out
of the Air Force Weather Agency, and into the globally ops-fo-
cused enterprise you are today,” said Maj. Gen. Andrew Croft,
Twelfth Air Force commander.

“I look forward to witnessing this weather wing max out its
capability under the Sixteenth Air Force, aligned and integrated
with the cyber, intelligence and information warfare communi-
ties, not only for the benefit of our Air Force, but for our joint
force as a whole.”

Headquartered at Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland, Texas,
Sixteenth Air Force (Air Forces Cyber) re-activated Oct. 11, and
is the Air Force’s first information warfare NAF.

557th WW realigns
under new information
warfare NAF
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