
Former combat photographer finishes 50-state
Veterans Portrait Project in Nebraska. Midlands

City could label areas ‘extremely
blighted’ to spur development

By Christopher BurBaCh

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

The City of Omaha may declare
large portions of the city as “ex-
tremely blighted” to help boost
homeownership and affordable
housing development in those
neighborhoods.

The designation would allow
people to receive a $5,000 state in-
come tax credit if they buy a house
for their primary residence in one
of the designated areas during the
next five years.

In addition, affordable housing

projects in the designated neigh-
borhoods must receive preference
for grants and loans from the Ne-
braska Affordable Housing Trust
Fund.

The provisions are in a new
piece of state legislation, LB 86,
introduced by State Sen. Justin
Wayne of Omaha. The Legislature
passed the bill 47-0 in May.

For the incentives to kick in, Ne-
braska cities must declare the ar-
eas extremely blighted, as defined
by the new state law. To qualify,
the areas must already be in an

Council seeks a raise for the mayor

By aaron sanderford

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Omaha’s mayor needs a raise,
members of the Omaha City
Council say. Their only question
is how much more the city’s chief
executive should be paid.

Mayor Jean Stothert, serving
her second four-year term, just
got her first pay raise as mayor
this year, to $104,358. She’s set
to get an additional 3% a year

through 2022.
City Council President Chris

Jerram recently proposed extend-
ing that 3% annual raise through
2026. Under that plan, the mayor
would then make $124,645.

But some council members say
Jerram’s proposal doesn’t go far
enough, fast enough. They use
data from other cities to argue
that Omaha’s mayor would still
be underpaid.

Stothert cut her mayoral sala-

ry in 2013 while still serving on
the City Council. Stothert had
just won the mayoral election but
hadn’t been sworn in yet.

As a candidate, she criticized
then-Mayor Jim Suttle’s budget
decisions, including pay raises
for some Mayor’s Office employ-
ees. At the time, the city faced a
budget shortfall of more than $13
million. Stothert proposed a 10%
reduction to the mayor’s pay.

The council agreed to reduce
the mayor’s salary by about
$11,000 a year and freeze it for
four years at about $102,000 a

One proposal would extend 3% annual hike through
2026, but some say the salary would still be too low

ANOTHER STEP CLOSER TO WI N TE R
A student crosses the field at Memorial Stadium as snow falls on Monday in Lincoln. Omaha commuters trying to adjust to wintry conditions dealt

with slick spots Monday morning. Eastern Nebraska snow totals ranged from a half-inch to 2 inches; Omaha had about an inch. Wind chills were in

the single digits Monday, and Norfolk saw record cold, while Omaha missed matching a record by 1 degree. Story in Midlands.
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undersea drones solve mystery
of WWII sub missing for 75 years

the Washington post

Tim Taylor was about to end the
mission. His team had scoured the
seabed off Japan with autonomous
underwater vehicles, which are es-
sentially high-tech drones, without
a hit.

All that remained was to down-
load the data from a drone before
heading hundreds of miles back to
shore.

That’s when they spotted it:
an unusual reading on the ocean
floor, more than 1,400 feet deep.

The next day, another submersible
with high-definition cameras went
to investigate.

The images it beamed back left
no doubt about what Taylor’s team
had found: A hulking ship lay rust-
ing in the pitch-black water. As
the camera rounded the bow and
panned to the bridge, a plaque
came into view: USS Grayback.

“It was amazing. Everyone was
excited,” Taylor told the Washing-
ton Post. “Then you realize there

Sizing up Jays’ center
Creighton big man Kelvin

Jones is eager to put his early
progress to the test against

Michigan tonight. Sports
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the Washington post

WASHINGTON — Struggling
dairy farmers who flocked to an
expo in Wisconsin last month
hoped to hear some encourage-
ment from one of their own — Ag-
riculture Secretary Sonny Perdue,
a Georgia agri-businessman whose
dad had run a small farm.

But some came away angry af-
ter Perdue — speaking in a state
that lost nearly two dairy farms
a day last year — remarked that
small farms would not likely sur-

vive as the “big get bigger and
small go out.”

The remark reverberated
across the country, prompting
calls for his resignation from some
farm groups, angry editorials and
even criticism from his own party.
Critics said Perdue’s “go big or get
out” line played into existing fears
that the Trump administration is
more interested in helping large
corporations than the little guys.

Perdue later said he was only

Perdue emerges as Trump’s key
evangelist in bruising trade wars
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