
Quick-tempo
practices help

get Husker
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speed when it’s
time to step in.
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HHS rejects
guidance on
baby deaths
and injuries

By Martha Stoddard

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — Child welfare offi-
cials have rejected recommenda-
tions for change based on a probe
into the death or serious injury of
four Nebraska babies, according a
report released Tuesday.

Inspector General of Nebraska
Child Welfare Julie Rogers re-
leased the report, which included
her findings from investigating
the four cases. All four involved
infants whose siblings already had
been removed from their homes
for abuse or neglect.

Rogers made five recommenda-
tions based on her investigations.
They include adopting a policy for
assessing the safety of a baby born
to parents involved with the child
welfare system and requiring con-
sultation with a supervisor when a
new baby is born to parents who
are no longer involved with the
system because they have given
up their rights to a sibling.

The Nebraska Department of
Health and Human Services re-
jected all five recommendations
related to those cases but accepted

Five suggestions were
made related to those
cases; CEO says protocol
changes must be studied

Meet Special Agent Johnson, the top
federal cop for Nebraska and Iowa

I couldn’t break her.
Kristi Koons John-

son, Omaha’s newest
FBI special agent in
charge, the first wom-
an to head the Omaha
bureau, was warm
and friendly in our
interview. But not too
revealing, even with
softball questions.

She’s usually the one in the ques-
tion-asking role.

Guilty pleasures? The 47-year-old

smiled and couldn’t think of any off-
hand.

Favorite TV shows? See above. Ex-
cept, Johnson allowed, “The Crown.”

Books? She prefers historical fic-
tion.

Hobbies? Running. “Actually, for
fun,” said Johnson, who has run the
Omaha-to-Lincoln “Market to Market”
relay along with the Lincoln half-mar-
athon and the Des Moines marathon.
She also loves to travel and has been
to four continents.

During an interview cut short by

one ill-fated wrong turn (by me), one
trip back to the car to leave my phone
(per FBI rule), one trip through se-
curity (heels off) and a stark, formal
interview room, I tried to learn about
the new top federal cop in charge of
Nebraska and Iowa.

I learned Johnson was from Mich-
igan, and her mother is a Canadian
citizen. I learned that her father died
after a heart attack when he was 45.
Johnson was just 6 years old.

C H R I S M A C H I A N / T H E W O R L D - H E R A L D

Kristi Koons Johnson is the special agent in charge of the FBI’s Omaha field office. “I love the law. So I love the rules,” she says.
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Owner of
dry-cleaning
business that
exploded
charged with
arson.
Midlands

Jack is a blocker now, but he has a ball
By KelSey Stewart

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Andy Hoffman never expected
his son to put on pads in an orga-
nized football game.

Despite battles with brain can-
cer, 13-year-old Jack was able to
take the field for his first school
football game Monday.

Making it even more special,
Jack became the fifth Hoffman
man to sport the No. 75 on the grid-
iron.

“Overwhelming is the best way
to explain it,” Andy Hoffman said.
“We’re just so thankful that God
gave Jack this opportunity.”

Jack, from Atkinson, Nebraska,
was diagnosed with brain cancer
in 2011 and underwent chemo- A N D y H O F F M A N

Jack Hoffman, shown with dad Andy, played center for his school team Monday.

La Vista’s new park opens
The city shows off the lakes,

trail system and fountain at Civic
Center Park. Midlands
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Lucas McClain started smok-
ing cigarettes in high school
but switched to vaping after he
heard e-cigarettes were a safer
alternative.

His vape of choice became the
Juul, the king of electronic cig-
arettes — which comes with a
king-size nicotine hit.

Now 21, McClain wants to quit
so badly that he’s turning back
to the problem he fled in the first
place: good old-fashioned ciga-
rettes.

“Juul made my nicotine addic-
tion a lot worse,” the Arlington,
Virginia, resident said. “When I
didn’t have it for more than two

hours, I’d get very anxious.”
Even though McClain knows

the dangers of cigarettes — lung
cancer runs in his family — he
thinks it might be easier to kick
cigarettes than his Juul. Plus, his
mom keeps warning him about
the mysterious vaping-related
illnesses that have sickened hun-
dreds across the country.

So last month, McClain bought
his first pack of cigarettes in
years. Then he tweeted about it.

“Bought a juul to quit smok-
ing cigarettes,” he wrote, “now
I’m smoking cigarettes to quit
the juul.” He ended with this
hashtag: #circleoflife.

Vapers seek relief from nicotine
addiction by turning to cigarettes

See Nicotine: Page 6

See HHS: Page 2
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