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Staff Writer

Carmen Bradley, family development services 
director for the Eastern Nebraska Community Ac-
tion Partnership, is the grand marshal for the 49th 
annual Arrows to Aerospace Parade Aug. 17.

The A to A Parade is 
staged on Mission Ave-
nue, beginning at Lincoln 
Road and proceeding east 
to Franklin Street, where 
it turns north and ends at 
Washington Park.

Love for community in-
volvement and a passion 
for helping others made 
this Omaha native make 
the move south to Bellev-
ue.

Bradley, who grew up 
in north Omaha, has resid-
ed in Bellevue for 26 years.

“I wanted a smaller 
school district for the chil-
dren, and I really wanted 
a different environment,” 
she said. 

“I had a troubled mar-
riage, and I knew I was transitioning from married 
to being a single parent.
“I thought when I first moved to Bellevue, I

would move back to Omaha, but what I ended up 
doing is moving further into Bellevue.”

The parade, Bradley said, has been an import-
ant event in her time in Bellevue.

“Everybody is at the parade,” she said. “It’s a 

big part for me — my kids walked in the parade.”
To be the grand marshal is a “surprising hon-

or,” Bradley said.
“I know what I do in the community isn’t only 

my job — it’s something I’m passionate about,” 
she said.

Bradley has previous experience with ENCAP 
Nebraska — her grandmother used to volunteer 
with the organization — and she herself has re-
ceived help from them after being laid off from a 
previous job.
“[ENCAP] has provided poverty-fighting ser-

vices since 1965 in Douglas and Sarpy counties,” 
she said. 

“I never thought I’d be working for this agency, 
and I’m passionate about ENCAP’s work.”

ENCAP provides services for families in the 
community to reduce the poverty count. The agen-
cy provides food to the Bellevue Food Pantry and 
other organizations, provides family development 
services, works with the churches around Bellevue 
and offers transportation services.

The agency also helped during the March 
flooding that affected Bellevue and other parts of
the community.

“I feel I’m always giving back,” Bradley said 
of working for ENCAP. “ENCAP does well about 
helping families meet basic needs, skills and they 
give families hope and help them look for a bright-
er future.”

Bradley said she’s happy to represent ENCAP 
at the parade.

“Bellevue is pretty special,” she said. “Being 
part of the parade, it’s not just about me. 

“It’s giving the opportunity to thank the com-
munity partners for helping make all this possi-
ble.”

Bradley named grand marshal 
of Arrows to Aerospace Parade
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Carmen Bradley   
will serve as grand 
marshal at the Arrows 
to Aerospace parade 
Aug. 17.
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With all-day singing and dancing and performances, 
Bellevue East’s Show Choir Camp is growing every year.

Founded in 2016 by East graduate Riley Herringer, 
the camp raises money for the show choir groups at 
Bellevue East High School, while also providing an op-
portunity for seventh-, eighth- and ninth-grade students 
in any school district to engage in music, dancing and 
playing instruments.

Herringer said the camp has run smoother each year.
“Everybody knows their music, the choreography is 

done — it’s definitely gotten easier,” she said.
Something new the camp this year is including a 

band or tech perspective for students not interested in 
singing and dancing.

The 17 campers learned grade-level pieces, a ballad, a 
girls/boys feature and a closing song.

The staff is comprised of members of Take II, East’s 
varsity show choir. 

The staff chooses the songs and choreography to be 
learned during the week, and the campers end the week 

with a performance for family and friends.
Cora Kirby, co-director of the camp and alumna of 

East, said the camp is educational even if campers de-
cide not to continue with show choir or music.

“You’re making friendships, building connections,” 
she said. “It’s what I love and it’s so much fun.”

Herringer said she enjoys the creative outlet the camp 
offers to students.

“It gives them a way to express themselves,” she said. 
“These kids love singing songs and dancing, so we do 
it at the same time. It’s a good way to spend a week of 
your life.”

Kirby said it’s important to keep the campers busy 
and have something fun to do during the last week of 
summer.

“It’s a good opportunity before the school year to get 
back into the swing of music and organization,” she said.

Herringer said she has many goals for the camp in 
upcoming years.

“I want to get more campers involved, because I’ve 
never had a camper not enjoy their week here,” she said. 
“I want to continue to grow and try new things next year 
that we haven’t gotten to do this year.”

The show’s the thing at East
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The 2019 Bellevue East Show Choir Camp performs “Blame It On The Boogie” by The Jackson 5 Friday. The week-long camp had 
seventh-, eighth- and ninth-grade students learn all about singing and dancing, followed by a big performance the final day of 
camp.
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Taylor Morrison performs “Accidentally in Love” with 
the ninth grade group during Bellevue East’s Show 
Choir Camp Friday in the school auditorium.
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Bryan Kain, left, and Gabe Tweedy with the rhythm section 
perform for Bellevue East High School’s Show Choir Camp 
Friday during the last day of camp. 
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One of the 75 quilts is on display at the Sarpy County Museum for 
their annual Sarpy County Quilt Exhibition. The quilt display will run 
through Aug. 17. The Sarpy County Museum is open Tuesday to 
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
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