
BUSINESS SLOW OVERSEAS

Relief money starts arriving; drop
in U.S. output is biggest since WWII

WASHINGTON (AP) — Govern-
ment relief money began arriving
in Americans’ bank accounts as
the economic damage to the U.S.
from the coronavirus piled up
Wednesday.

In Europe and China, sluggish
sales at reopened stores made it
clear that business won’t neces-
sarily bounce right back when the
crisis eases.

With many factories shut down,
American industrial output shriv-
eled in March, registering its big-
gest decline since the U.S. demo-
bilized in 1946 at the end of World
War II. Retail sales fell by an un-
precedented 8.7%, with April ex-

pected to be far worse.
The world’s biggest economy

began issuing one-time payments
this week to tens of millions of peo-
ple as part of its $2.2 trillion coro-
navirus relief package, with adults
receiving up to $1,200 each and
$500 per child to help them pay the
rent or cover other bills. The mon-

Routine care can’t wait too long
By Julie Anderson

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

While most eyes these days
are trained on the battle against
the novel coronavirus, regular
health care continues almost in
the background.

There’s not as much of it. A
state health directive issued last
month shut down most elective
surgeries and other procedures,
from routine dental care to knee
replacements.

Even before that took effect,
Omaha-area hospitals agreed in
mid-March to reschedule most
nonessential surgeries and medi-
cal procedures for 90 days.

That has left some to wonder
whether some important care
— cancer screenings for adults,
routine care for people with dia-

betes and hypertension — will be
missed along the way.

Health officials say they’re
working hard to make sure such
care continues, even if some of it
looks different from how it used
to look. But they’re also trying to
balance providing care with the
need to maintain social distanc-
ing and protect both patients and
their staff members from infec-
tion with the virus.

To help fill the gap, doctors and
health systems over the last sev-
eral weeks have quickly expand-
ed what’s known as telehealth,
or telemedicine, with visits con-
ducted over the phone or by video
link.

For those who must be seen
in person, many providers have
designated separate locations for
sick people and healthy ones or

separated the two by designat-
ing different hours or building
entrances. That’s in addition to
screening patients ahead of time
for symptoms of COVID-19, the
disease caused by the virus.

“What we want to do is take
care of our patients … at the right
time, in the right place and in
the right way,” said Dr. Michael
Schooff, director of primary care
for CHI Health.

With most elective procedures on hold, doctors use
telehealth and other methods to fill the gap for now
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A message along Martha Street. We’re all in the same boat, mostly rowing in the same direction. As Executive Editor Randy Essex writes:

“It seems, stay-at-home order or not, pretty much all of America is living the same way. Almost everyone is compliant with restrictions

and recommendations, but everywhere I checked has seen an arrest here or there and cops breaking up crowds.” Page 2A

Overhaul for NU hoops
Coach Fred Hoiberg says the
signing of five transfers will

boost his team’s athleticism,
size and experience. Sports

Pick 5 streak grows
For the second day in a row

and the fourth time in a week,
Nebraska has a Pick 5 lottery
winner. Midlands, Page 3A
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‘i think we’ll find a way’ to have Husker games, Nu president says. Page 9A

Nebraska schools plan
for uncertainty in fall

By Joe deJkA

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Will school get back to normal
for Nebraska kids in the fall?

You know, the kind of school
where hallways bustle with stu-
dents, band members march
shoulder to shoulder and football
players get in each others’ faces.

Don’t count on it, officials say.
Nebraska Education Commis-

sioner Matt Blomstedt is advising
local district leaders to draw up
contingency plans in case the coro-
navirus crisis lingers on.

“I don’t believe it will be normal
in the fall,” Blomstedt said.

It’s hard to say yet what the sit-
uation might look like this fall, but

possibilities include delaying the
start of the school year, separating
students into groups and rotating
them into school buildings at dif-
ferent times, or using partial or
complete distance learning.

Of course, there’s still time be-
tween now and then for a medi-
cal breakthrough, a presidential
reopening order or other event
that could turn the tide against
COVID-19 and clear the way for
normal operations.

Most districts are slated to
start in mid-August. The first day
for students in the Omaha Public
Schools is currently Aug. 18.

But even the start dates on the
calendar are in question, as some

MORE COVID-19 INSIDE
Doctors are worried that tests to
detect antibodies to the virus aren’t
accurate enough. Page 11A
Loan money for small businesses is
running out. Page 12A

See Virus: Page 2

NEW CANCER TREATMENT
Iowa baby gets modified cells at
Nebraska Medical Center. Page 4A

See Care: Page 4

CORONAVIRUS CASES CLIMB
Infections Deaths

Nebraska 952 23
Iowa 1,995 53
U.S. 605,390 24,582
*As of 10 p.m. Wednesday

Various options are on the table, but ‘i don’t believe it
will be normal,’ the state education commissioner says

See Schools: Page 4

GRAND ISLAND HOT SPOT

Hall County’s case total surpasses
that of nine-times-bigger Douglas

By erin duffy

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

The Grand Island area reached
an unwanted milestone Wednes-
day: It had more confirmed coro-
navirus cases than anywhere else
in Nebraska.

The Central District Health
Department reported 278 known
cases in Hall County, where Grand
Island is, on Wednesday afternoon.

That exceeds the 263 cases re-
ported the same day in the far
more populous Douglas County.

Douglas County reported its
first case on March 6. Hall Coun-
ty didn’t report its first cases until

nearly three weeks later, on March
26, showing how quickly the virus
has taken hold and spread in the
central Nebraska region.

The local health agency also
oversees neighboring Merrick and
Hamilton Counties, which have
four and 15 total cases, respective-
ly, for a total of 297 cases in the
three counties.

An estimated 571,300 people live
in Douglas County, roughly nine
times Hall County’s population of
61,000. On a per capita basis, Hall
County actually has 10 times more
cases than Douglas County.

In fact, though Douglas County

See Grand Island: Page 2


