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State, county
see steady
decline in
virus cases

By Julie Anderson

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Nebraska and Douglas Coun-
ty continued to see a decline in
COVID-19 cases during the latest
seven-day period.

It hasn’t been a swift decline in
either case, but it has been steady.
The state added 931 cases during
the seven days that ended Thurs-
day, according to a state dash-
board, an average of 133 cases a
day. That was down from about
157 a day during the preceding
seven-day period and 170 a day
during the seven days before that.
The state recorded a peak of 677
cases in one day on May 7. Totals
on Friday stood at 18,524 cases,
with 22 new deaths reported since
last Friday, bringing the number
of deaths to 266.

Douglas County added 524 cases
during the seven-day period end-
ing Friday, an average of 75 new
cases a day. That was down from
an average of 93 during the pre-
ceding seven days. The county’s
weekly tallies have been declining
since a peak of 1,112 during the
week ending May 30, according to

Health officials say the
downward trend does
not mean COVID-19 is
contained, urge vigilance

OPS outlines plan to cut in-person class sizes

By Joe deJkA

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Omaha Public Schools officials
unveiled a fall reopening plan
Friday that would divide students

into two groups who would each
attend school in-person part of
the week.

Half of students districtwide
would attend school Monday and
Tuesday, the other half Thursday

and Friday. They would rotate at-
tending Wednesday.

The result would be fewer stu-
dents in a school building on a giv-
en day, creating the elbow room
officials say would be needed for
social distancing in classrooms
and cafeterias and on buses.

“The only way we can practice
distancing is by limiting the popu-

lation of kids in the classroom and
in the schools,” school board pres-
ident Marque Snow said Friday.

Nebraska’s biggest school dis-
trict has become the first in the
metro area to roll out specific
plans for coping with COVID-19
next school year.

Under the plan, all staff, stu-

Half of kids would attend school Monday-Tuesday, half
Thursday-Friday; groups would alternate on Wednesday

Weekend to be test of whether people
are ready to venture out to eat, drink

By JessicA WAde

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

For the first time in more than three
months, patrons can make their way
down the Dubliner’s stairs, take a seat
at the bar and listen to live music.

The iconic Old Market pub had a
limited reopening June 15, and begin-
ning Monday the coronavirus restric-
tions were further relaxed statewide.
In 89 counties — including the Omaha
and Lincoln areas — bars and restau-
rants were allowed to open dining
rooms to 100% of their capacity. And
maintaining a 6-foot distance between
tables became a recommendation,
rather than a rule enforceable by a
possible misdemeanor charge.

The Dubliner’s owner, Frank Vance,
said it’s too early to tell how much

business will pick up with the relaxed
restrictions. This weekend will be the
true test.

“We’ve got live music like we al-
ways do on the weekends,” Vance

said. “This will be the first weekend
back with that. I don’t know how much
(fully reopening) will actually change
things.”

Because the pub at 1205 Harney
St. doesn’t offer food, it couldn’t join
restaurants in offering limited dine-
in services starting May 4. The pub
also decided against providing drinks
for pickup. “Because the bar is in a
basement in the Old Market, we didn’t
feel like it would be a great offering,”
Vance said.

The first day of June brought pa-
trons back to many Omaha bars as
Gov. Pete Ricketts began to lift re-
strictions on bars and lounges, allow-
ing no more than 50% capacity, with
patrons at tables spaced out by at
least 6 feet and no one sitting at the

Bars and restaurants in 89
counties, including Omaha

area, welcome back patrons to
fully reopened dining rooms

A N N A R E E D / T H E W O R L D - H E R A L D

From left, Chandler Barnhart, Jon Munson, Robert Raible and Kelly Raible have a drink at Dubliner Pub in Omaha on Thursday. The pub was closed due
to coronavirus restrictions and then protests in the Old Market. Bars and restaurants in the Omaha area are now allowed to operate at 100% capacity.
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Movie theaters encounter obstacles but work
to reassure customers as they reopen. Living

BLACKS, LATINOS REACT

Proposed
police policy
changes draw
praise, criticism

By christopher BurBAch

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Black and Latino Omahans re-
sponded with a mix of praise and
criticism for police policy propos-
als announced by Omaha’s mayor
and police chief Thursday.

And some offered advice on how
to make the proposed changes into
real reforms and not mere window
dressing to calm a crisis.

The city’s policy changes on
use of force and more ongoing
anti-bias training reflect commu-
nity desires expressed in forums
led by the NAACP, Urban League
of Nebraska, the Empowerment
Network and other groups, said
Willie Barney, the Empowerment
Network’s founder and president.

He said the close work between
Police Chief Todd Schmaderer and
Omaha 360 has played a role in a
sharp reduction in officer-involved

See Police: Page 2
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CORONAVIRUS CASES
Infections Deaths

Nebraska 18,524 266
Iowa 27,716 704
U.S. 2,467,510 125,045

*As of 8 p.m. Friday

See Reopening: Page 2

See OPS: Page 2

0000148157-06


