
Husker back Maurice Washington not part of
the team right now, Scott Frost says. Sports

WOOMERA MANUAL

NU College of
Law wrestles
with military
rules in space

By Joseph Morton

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

WASHINGTON — An unidenti-
fied spacecraft sidles up to a sensi-
tive U.S. intelligence satellite.

Maybe the craft is from Russia
or China. Maybe it’s preparing to
jam the satellite or eavesdrop on
its top-secret communications.

Can the American military de-
mand that the craft declare its
intentions? Try to prevent its ap-
proach? Blow it out of the sky?

These are the kinds of ques-
tions experts are wrestling with
as they draft a document called
the Woomera Manual, an attempt
to lay out how the law should be
applied to military activities in
space.

The manual takes its name from
Australia’s Woomera township, the
launch site for that country’s first
satellite.

It’s an initiative spearheaded
by a group of universities that in-
cludes the University of Nebraska
College of Law, which has devel-
oped a specialty in space law.

“This is all about the pursuit of
peace, because no one stands to
lose as much as the United States,
and an armed conflict in space
could be devastating and cata-
strophic,” Nebraska law professor
Jack Beard said recently. “So in

Group of universities
drafting document that
will examine what nations
can and can’t do

U.S. considers keeping some troops in Syria
KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) —

The U.S. may leave some forces in
Syria to secure oil fields and make
sure they don’t fall into the hands
of a resurgent Islamic State, De-
fense Secretary Mark Esper said
Monday.

The Pentagon chief said the plan
was under discussion and had not
yet been presented to President
Donald Trump, who has said he is
pulling troops out of the country
and getting out of “endless wars.”
Trump also has repeatedly said the
Islamic State has been defeated.

Esper emphasized that the pro-
posal to leave a small number of
troops in eastern Syria was intend-
ed to give the president “maneu-

Eppley preps for 3 million more
passengers a year with big makeover

By Jeffrey roBB

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Picture an Eppley Airfield of the fu-
ture that handles up to 8 million pas-
sengers a year.

That’s 3 million more airline flyers
than Eppley saw in 2018, so the Omaha
airport is going to need some changes.

The Omaha Airport Authority,
along with planners and architects,
is refining a conceptual layout of the

future Eppley Airfield terminal as it
prepares for an almost four-year, $500
million construction project.

The project is called Eppley’s “ter-
minal modernization,” and it will es-
sentially renovate and rebuild the en-
tire airport terminal anew.

Long term, they figure, Eppley will
need 28 airline gates, up from 20 to-
day. They’ll all be located off a sin-
gle, unified concourse, not the split

The airport is gearing up
for a nearly four-year, $500
million construction project
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CLIMATE CHANGE

report says
ExxonMobil
misled public
for decades

the Los AngeLes tiMes

Researchers on Monday out-
lined a decades-long campaign of
deception on climate change by
the ExxonMobil oil company and
the broader fossil fuel industry —
and their success at confusing the
American public.

The report, which was published
by scientists at Harvard, George
Mason and Bristol Universities,
draws parallels between the cam-
paigns launched by tobacco com-
panies and oil industries to mislead
the public about their products,
both with a goal of delaying gov-
ernment policies and regulations
that could cut into their profits.

The report was released two
days before ExxonMobil is set to
go to trial in New York’s Supreme
Court in Manhattan on allegations
of misleading investors about cli-
mate change. ExxonMobil has pre-
viously dismissed such research

See Climate: Page 2

Flood forecast not good
A wetter-than-normal winter
could mean more flooding

next spring. Midlands

Creighton gets votes
The men’s basketball team

isn’t in the preseason Top 25,
but it received votes. Sports

Weather
High: 59

Sunny and breezy
Low: 41
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See Syria: Page 4

T H E A s s O C I A T E d P r E s s

Residents of Qamishli in northern Syria throw potatoes at U.S. military
vehicles Monday. This image is from video by ANHA, the Kurdish news agency.
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Aviy William, general manager for
PrimeFlight Aviation and Allegiant Air,
guides an Allegiant plane to its gate at
Eppley Airfield earlier this year. Eppley

currently has 20 gates. It initially
would increase to 22 gates, with room

ultimately to expand to 28 gates. See Eppley: Page 2

See Space: Page 2
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