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By Brody Hilgenkamp
Staff Writer

Every two weeks on Saturday morn-
ing, Craig Wiles makes a contribution 
that, when someone else did it almost 30 
years ago, saved his life.

In 1990, Wiles was in a severe car acci-
dent and required multiple IVs of blood 
in order to survive. A few years later, he 
was asked to participate in a blood drive 
by some students when he was substitute 
teaching, but he wasn’t sure he could do-
nate because he received so much blood 
after the accident.

When he found out he could, he took 
the opportunity, and 25 years later he’s 
still doing it.
“I’m definitely a survivor of some-

one’s giving,” said Wiles, a teacher in 
Omaha who lives in Papillion. “I always 
tell my students who are like, ‘Why do 
you give?’ I say, ‘Because someone gave, 
I’m able to give someone else life.’”

About 10 years ago, a nurse suggest-
ed to him that he should switch from 
donating blood to donating plasma and 
platelets because his blood type, B-neg-
ative, was useful for burn victims. Now, 
he donates platelets every two weeks and 
plasma once a month. In all, he’s donated 
nearly 200 units.

“It makes me feel better because some-
one took the time to give to me,” he said. 

“They saved my life and hopefully I’m 
saving other people’s lives.

Wiles said he donates on Saturday 
mornings at 6:30. He makes the trek to a 
Red Cross location in Omaha where he 
knows the nurses by their nicknames and 
they are willing to use their break time 
to track down one of his favorite drinks, 
chocolate milk, if he forgets to bring it.

The entire appointment lasts until 
around 9:15 a.m., Wiles said, and he feels 
energized when he leaves. If he has a day 
where he doesn’t feel like donating or 
has difficulty with poking the needles, he
feels guilty.

The good feeling that comes with do-
nating always comes back when he re-
ceives a notification from the Red Cross
that his donation found a recipient.

“You feel good because you’re giving 
a part of yourself,” he said, “and when 
you give of yourself it’s so much better 
than just writing a check because that 
check disappears and you don’t know 
where it goes.”

Wiles said the sense of achievement 
and sense of giving is worth it, even if 
someone is hesitant or scared of needles, 
because a single donation can help more 
than one person.

“People need to try before they judge,” 
he said. “It is time consuming but when 
you find that right time niche you just feel
better about it.”
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Craig Wiles regularly donates blood plasma and platelets, in part because his life was saved 
by blood donors.

NatioNal Blood doNor MoNth

By Eric Taylor
Managing Editor

Planning a yearlong birthday 
party takes a lot of preparation, 
that’s why the Papillion Com-
munity Foundation is getting a 
head start on what will be the 
biggest celebration in the city’s 
history.

Papillion will celebrate its 
150th birthday in 2020 and with 
countless events on the horizon, 
more than a year’s worth of 
planning is necessary to make 
sure this celebration is one for 
the ages.

“We started talking about 
plans last May,” said Laura 
Schwartz, executive director of 
the foundation. “There’s a lot to 
get in place and it’s going to take 
this long to get things going.”

Schwartz said the vision is for 
at least one activity each month 
throughout 2020, although she 
anticipates that number will 
grow.

“We’re looking at one a 
month at least and it could be 
multiple,” she said. “There are 
so many things being kicked 
around. We want events that are 
family-oriented and are also cost 
effective.”

A lot of that kicking around 
is being done by a steering 
committee, which meets once a 
month and is comprised of sev-
eral longtime Papillion residents 

who are providing guidance 
and ideas for the celebration.

Schwartz said wheels are 
in motion for the first part of
the celebration which will fea-
ture sesquicentennial butterfly
benches throughout the city.

“It could be anywhere from 
10 to 20 of these benches that 
are being decorated by artists,” 
she said. “Our plan is to sell the 
benches ahead of time as part of 
a fundraising effort.”

Annual events like Papillion 
Days and Winter Wonderland 
will also have a 150 feel to them.

Planning a yearlong birthday 
party also requires lots of help-
ing hands and Schwartz said the 
community is eager to help.

“We’ve got a lot of passionate 
people,” Schwartz said. “We’re 
looking for groups like church-
es, schools or Scouts that are 
wanting to be involved as well 
as any individuals looking to 
assist. We want everyone to feel 
like they have a part in this.

“There’s a lot of excitement 
from the community. Even 
though we’re growing, we still 
have that small-town feel. That’s 
what we want to celebrate.”

Schwartz said anyone is wel-
come to attend the next large 
group meeting which will take 
place at 5:30 p.m. on Feb. 5 at 
the Papillion La Vista Commu-
nity Schools central office, 420 S.
Washington St.

A party 150 years 
in the making

By Eric Taylor
Managing Editor

Years of planning and months 
of training were rewarded Dec. 
21 as the Sarpy Douglas Law En-
forcement Academy presented 
its first graduating class.

The SDLEA is a combined 
effort of five law agencies (Pa-
pillion, La Vista and Bellevue 
police departments, as well as 
Sarpy and Douglas County sher-
iff’s offices) to provide local law
enforcement training as an alter-
native for recruits having to at-
tend the Nebraska Law Enforce-
ment Academy in Grand Island. 
The inaugural class featured 11 
future law enforcement officers
working through 20 weeks of 
training.

Seven of the 11 recruits are 
committed to the Douglas Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office. Three more
recruits (Ryan Agustin, Michael

Barr and Weston Secrist) have
commitments to Bellevue while 
Brian Mittelbrun will work for 
La Vista Police.

SDLEA Director Scott Wag-
ner said thefirst graduating class
is a reward for countless hours 
of planning and hard work.

“I don’t think anyone un-
derstood all the work it took 
to make this happen,” Wagner 
said. “I can’t say enough about 
the help of all five agencies, even
those that didn’t have a recruit. 
This was a secondary job for 
them, but they put in a lot of 
time.”

Training began in August 
with a large portion of the class-
room and physical training tak-
ing place at the La Vista Police 
Department. Other agencies 
were utilized throughout the 
process and Wagner said that 
the Omaha Police Department 
and fire departments fromPapil-

lion, Omaha and Bellevue each 
played a role in the training.

The only training that took 
place outside the metro area was 
driving instructions for three 
days in Grand Island.
“They have a certified track

and we were able to use their ve-
hicles, so it made sense in Grand 
Island,” Wagner said. “Plus, 
it gave our recruits a chance to 
work with some of the recruits 
out there.”

Wagner said the smaller class 
size allowed them to be a lit-
tle more specific in some of the
training methods they used.

“We were able to add some 
curriculum that was specific to
the metro area,” he said. “I think 
all of our agencies are similar 
around here so we could teach 
to a more specific nature. The
lower numbers allowed us to 

SDLEA sees first graduating class
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The Sarpy Douglas Law Enforcement Academy graduated its first class of recruits in December. Front, from left, 
Weston Secrist (Bellevue Police Department), Ryan Agustin (BPD), Zachary Eitzen (Douglas County Sheriff’s 
Office), Mark Langenegger (DCSO), Troy Chase (DCSO), SDLEA Director Scott Wagner. Back, Jonathan Smolen 
(DCSO), Michael Barr (BPD), Nicholas Harvey (DCSO), Andrew Berkshire (DCSO), Michael Smith (DCSO), 
Brian Mittelbrun (La Vista Police Department).
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