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Accusations
against doctor
took patient
by surprise

By Todd Cooper

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

The first Deborah Lowndes
knew anything was amiss, she was
sitting across from an Omaha po-
lice detective.

An officer had called her in De-
cember 2016, saying he wanted to
talk to her about her orthopedic
surgeon. Lowndes had gladly gone
in, expecting to vouch for Mark
Dietrich, perhaps against another
patient’s claim of malpractice.

But Omaha Police Detective
Chad Kavars slapped a record-
er on the table and began relay-
ing allegations that were unusual
even to a sex-crimes investigator:
During routine hip surgery, in a
room full of nurses and hospital
personnel, Dietrich had touched
Lowndes’ breast and her vagina
while she was under anesthesia,
Kavars alleged.

Further, Kavars told Lowndes,
nurses and surgical staff had
been concerned about Dietrich’s
behavior in the month leading up
to her surgery. The detective told
Lowndes that nurses and hospital
personnel had watched Dietrich, a
hip and knee surgeon, slip a glove-
less hand under blankets near the
private parts of three unconscious
females, ages 13 to adult.

For Lowndes’ Dec. 7, 2016, sur-
gery, OrthoNebraska included in
the operating room a staff mem-
ber whose only job was to watch
Dietrich, the detective told Lown-
des and her husband.

Wait, what? Lowndes thought, in
the ultimate wait-what moment.

As Lowndes’ mind swirled, the
detective had a question: Would
she be willing to be listed as a “vic-
tim” in police reports?

In that circumstance, as she
processed what she had just been
told, a million other descriptors

Orthopedic surgeon
denies allegations of
inappropriate touching at
two Omaha hospitals

BRAVES, BRAVETTES
EMBRACED DESPITE

PUSH FOR MASCOT BAN

By Joe deJka

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

BATTLE CREEK, Neb. —
The school mascots at Battle
Creek High School surely
make culture critics cringe.

At this school 10 miles
west of Norfolk, the boys are
Braves, the girls Bravettes.

But in this town, critics
are as popular as a burr in
your boot.

The town of Battle Creek,
population 1,207, serves as
an example of what crit-
ics are up against if they
try banning Native Amer-
ican mascots in Nebraska
schools.

Battle Creek clings to its
association with Braves de-
spite a rising national tide to
do away with native mascots
on grounds they devalue na-
tive people and culture and
hurt the self-esteem of na-
tive school kids.

Last May, Maine became
the first state to ban Native
American mascots in its
public schools.

Also that month, members
of the Nebraska Legisla-
ture’s State-Tribal Relations
Committee introduced a res-
olution calling on senators
to examine the replacement
of Native American mascots
in Nebraska at nontribal
schools.

The resolution calls on
members of the Education
Committee to study the is-
sue and report their find-
ings. The committee has not
acted on the resolution.

Nebraska has more than
two dozen schools with Na-
tive American mascots. Al-
though a few have retired

Nebraska town says a
change at the school
there wouldn’t take
place without a fight
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See Doctor: Page 7

Victory at CU
slips through

Husker fingers
Nebraska led Colorado

17-0 with 17 minutes to

go in regulation time

Saturday in Boulder, but

the Buffaloes rallied for

a tie in the final minute

with this touchdown pass

to Tony Brown over the

fingertips of NU’s Lamar

Jackson. The Buffs

went on to win 34-31 in

overtime, the Huskers’

fifth straight OT loss.
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An electronic sign erected a year ago in Battle Creek features the image of a Native American brave.See Battle Creek: Page 4
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