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By Cheyenne Alexis
Staff Writer

As the “faces of the department,” the Special 
Services Unit at Bellevue Police Department aims 
to engage with and protect the city.
With fewer than 10 SSU officers, the unit has a

plethora of jobs around the city that range from 
road patrol to community events.
A BPD officer for 19 years, SSU officer Chris

Abbott said his favorite aspect of the job is getting 
to know the residents of Bellevue.
“One of the reasons I became a police officer is

to go out and help people, but I do like going out 
and talking to people,” he said.
Officers can apply to be on the SSU after com-

pleting their initial job as road patrol.
Abbott graduated from the University of North-

ern Iowa with a degree in sociology. He is married 
with two children.
Abbott’s primary duty is traffic, which consists

of road complaints, radar trailers, speeding and 
even school zones.

SSU, which includes the Motorcycle Unit, pri-
marily does behind-the-scenes jobs such as parade 
patrol, escorts, community events such as Holiday 
Heroes and Cops and Bobbers, training assistance
with new recruits, presentations at schools and 
businesses and neighborhood complaints.

“We mainly do the stuff that doesn’t burden 

road patrol,” Abbott said.
With different community events going on al-

most every day, Abbott said SSU officers never
have a typical shift.

“It can change every day,” he said. “My days 
are usually traffic unless something pops up.”
As an SSU officer, Abbott said he deals with a

variety of issues, including non-severe traffic com-
plaints or radar trailer complaints.

“We do the best we can,” he said. “A lot of peo-
ple and officers don’t know what we do — they
think it’s a cushy thing. There’s a little challenge 
with that, but we’re all on the same team. We work 
really well together.”

Though Abbott and the SSU attend different 
events every week, he enjoys bonding with and 
helping children at events such as Holiday Heroes.

“There are parents that come up and they don’t 
ask for the help, but when we can help them, I en-
joy doing that,” he said of Holiday Heroes.

Abbott said the SSU is an important part of po-
lice departments because it allows the community 
to connect with police officers.

“What we do with the community, activities we 
do is very important because it keeps that commu-
nity relations going,” he said. “They see us several 
times for different events and they all know us. 
It’s good to have the guys that know what they’re 
doing at these events. Just working with the com-
munity is fun.”
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Bellevue Police officer Chris Abbott checks for speeders by Wake Robin 
Elementary Thursday Sept. 26. Abbott has been on the Special Services 
Unit for nine years, and said he enjoys the work he does at community 
events around Bellevue.

By Brody Hilgenkamp
Staff Writer

Bellevue City Councilwoman Kathy Welch
“inadvertently” cast a yes vote on a property 
purchase in which she was representing the 
city and receiving a commission.
City Attorney Bree Robbins said Friday

Welch looked for property “on behalf of the 
city,” and inadvertently voted on the purchase 
during the Sept. 17 City Council meeting.
She said when city officials noticed Welch

had voted, the city attorney consulted the Ne-
braska Accountability and Disclosure Com-
mission on how to proceed. The commission 
advised her to void the contract, put the pur-
chase up for a vote again and that Welch ab-
stain.
Frank Daley, executive director of the Ac-

countability and Disclosure Commission, con-
firmed Robbins’ account to the Leader.
The City Council was scheduled to vote on

the property purchase again during Tuesday’s 
meeting, after the Leader’s print deadline.
Robbins on Friday said Welch would dis-

close her conflict of interest and leave the room
during the vote.
City documents state a portion of the prop-

erty will be used for a new public works facil-
ity. According to the purchase agreement, the 
city is paying $808,200 for the property with a 
scheduled closing date of no later than Dec. 31 
this year.
Bellevue City Administrator Jim Ristow

said Welch “volunteered” to serve as the city’s 
agent in the purchase of 44.9 acres from the
Carol J. Gates Trust east of 36th Street in the
Gilmore Road area. David Dunn, who died
in January 2016, had managed the city’s real
estate matters and the city has yet to name a 
person to fill that same role.
Robbins said the city’s legal department

has been working on a request for proposals 
to fill the role and expected it to be ready for
publication on Tuesday, the day of the council 
meeting.

The vote to purchase took place at the Sept. 
17 City Council meeting. The council voted to
move into executive session, returned to open
session and cast its votes, without Welch dis-
closing her conflict.
BellevueCity Clerk SusanKluthe confirmed

a 6-0 vote in favor of the purchase.
Calls to Welch have not been returned.
Updates will be provided on bellevuelead-

er.com.
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Kaiya Taylor and Avree Mackey drive a cart up the parking lot during Bellevue East’s homecoming parade Wednesday Sept. 25.

Lovin’ a parade

By Brody Hilgenkamp
Staff Writer

Sarpy County’s three busiest inter-
sections are in La Vista and Papillion,
according to data released by Metropol-
itan Area Planning Agency Friday.

The intersections of 72nd and Har-
rison streets, 84th and Harrison street, 
and 84th Street and Highway 370 came 
out on top in MAPA’s Traffic Growth
Report, a report published every other
year measuring annual average daily 
traffic counts for intersections through-
out the Omaha metro area.

Each of the county’s top three inter-
sections averaged more than 43,000 cars 
per day, according to MAPA estimates. 
The 72nd/Harrison intersection aver-

aged 49,850, 84th/Harrison 44,440 and
84th/Highway 370 43,350.
Those intersections came in at 35th,

59th and 66th metro wide. The report
identified the 500 busiest intersections
in the metro.

Bellevue’s busiest intersection is 
36th Street at Highway 370 with 42,750
cars per day, fourth-busiest in Sarpy 
County, while 25th Street/Highway
370 came in at number nine with 38,800.
Rounding out the top 10, with aver-

age daily vehicles:
• Fifth: 144th Street and Interstate

80 westbound, 41,350.
• Sixth: 144th Street and Harrison,

41,050.
• Seventh: 72nd Street and High-

way 370, 40,950.

• Eighth: 84th Street and Giles
Road, 40,650.

• 10th: 72nd Street and Cornhusker
Road, 38,500.
Sarpy County traffic, measured in

vehicle miles traveled, grew 2.3% in 
2018, greater than the 1.6% in Douglas
County and 1.5% in Pottawattamie and
Mills counties, which the report said 
reflected Sarpy’s higher population
growth.

Most of the busiest interchanges are 
in Douglas County along I-80, I-680 and
I-480. With regard to interstate activi-
ty, Sarpy County’s busiest interchange
is at 126th Street/Harrison/I-80 with
107,650, which is 20th busiest in the
metro. I-80 at 144th Street is 23rd with 
102,950.

MAPA updates traffic data


