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ZZ Top and Def Leppard are hitting the road,
including an Oct. 7 stop in Omaha. Living

NEBRASKA LEGISLATURE
Bill to give landowners a head start
on deer hunting advances. Midlands

More execution transparency gets support

By Paul Hammel

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — A curtain could no
longer be pulled to obscure parts
of a lethal injection execution un-
der a bill advanced Thursday by
the Nebraska Legislature.

The measure addresses a con-
troversy stirred up during Nebras-
ka’s last execution, in 2018, when a
curtain was pulled shut for 14 min-
utes, obscuring witnesses from

seeing the final moments of the ex-
ecution of Carey Dean Moore.

State Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks
of Lincoln, who sponsored the pro-
posal, said that when a curtain ob-
scures witnesses from seeing an
entire execution, there’s no way
to tell whether an execution was
“botched” or carried out appropri-
ately.

“To say, ‘We’re the government,
trust us,’ is not transparency,”

Pansing Brooks said.
Legislative Bill 238 was ad-

vanced from first-round debate on
a 33-7 vote, but not before senators
debated whether the legislation
should require two state legisla-
tors to witness executions.

Right now, at least two media
representatives and up to six peo-
ple total, including officials from

Bill advances to ban closing of death chamber curtain, as
was done for 14 minutes during 2018 lethal injection

JURY FINDS KEADLE GUILTY
IN PERU STATE DEATH

By Paul Hammel

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

BEATRICE, Neb. — Members of
the family of Tyler Thomas, a 19-year-
old Peru State College student who
disappeared under suspicious circum-
stances nearly a decade ago, heard a
word Thursday they thought they’d
never hear.

“Guilty.”
After deliberating over parts of two

days, a jury found a fellow student and
longtime person of interest, Joshua
Keadle, guilty of second-degree mur-
der in the death of Thomas, an Omaha
resident who was captain of the south-
east Nebraska school’s dance team.

Her family, who had sat through the
trial and had helped revive what had

become a cold case, erupted in tears
of joy.

“I’m happy as hell,” said Thomas’
22-year-old brother, Dillon Thomas of
Omaha. “I don’t have to be angry any-

more.”
“We waited a long time for this,”

said a grandmother, Violet Bennett,
also of Omaha.

Thomas disappeared Dec. 3, 2010,
after an early morning visit with Kea-
dle to a boat launch on the Missouri
River. Her body was never found,
complicating the investigation.

In 2016, Thomas’ mother, LaTanya,
and grandmother Eva Thomas asked
Nebraska Attorney General Doug Pe-
terson to take another look at Tyler’s
disappearance.

Peterson said Thursday that it was
a “pretty emotional” meeting, and it
convinced him the case deserved a re-
newed and in-depth look. In 2017, Kea-
dle — who by then was serving a 15- to

‘I’m happy as hell,’ says brother of 19-year-old
Omahan who went missing in December 2010

T H E L I N C O L N J O U R N A L S T A R

After deliberating for 8½ hours, jurors on Thursday found Joshua Keadle guilty of second-degree murder in the death of Tyler Thomas.
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WAR POWERS

Senate moves
to limit Trump
on use of force
against Iran

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Sen-
ate approved a bipartisan measure
Thursday aimed at limiting Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s authority to
launch military operations against
Iran, with eight Republicans join-
ing Democrats in a post-impeach-
ment bid to constrain the White
House.

The rebuke was the Senate’s
first major vote since acquitting
Trump on impeachment charges
last week. Trump is expected to
veto the war powers resolution if
it reaches his desk, warning that
if his “hands were tied, Iran would
have a field day.”

The measure, authored by Sen.
Tim Kaine, D-Va., says Trump
must win approval from Congress
before engaging in further mili-
tary action against Iran. Kaine and
other supporters said the resolu-
tion, which passed 55-45, was not
about Trump or even the presiden-
cy, but instead was an important
reassertion of congressional pow-
er to declare war.

While Trump and other pres-
idents “must always have the
ability to defend the United
States from imminent attack, the

See Iran: Page 3 See Curtain: Page 2

Far from home, happy
Senior shot putter from New
York found her place at NU,
as an athlete and an artist.
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Tyler Thomas

CHILD ABUSE

Case would
have put OPS
reporting
policy on trial

By Todd CooPer

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

The attorney for the former
Omaha elementary principal ac-
cused of child abuse for failing to
report molestation had quite the
battery of witnesses lined up for
the principal’s trial, slated for next
week.

Omaha Public Schools Superin-
tendent Cheryl Logan. Three re-
tired principals. Several former
teachers. Even Douglas County
Attorney Don Kleine.

What would they have been
questioned about?

The confusion in OPS in 2018
about the district’s child-abuse re-
porting policy.

State law requires anyone, es-
pecially educators and medical
personnel, to immediately report
suspected child abuse to police or
Child Protective Services — the
very law that former Fontenelle
Elementary Principal Eric Nelson
was accused of violating.

But at the time, OPS adminis-
trators had a confusing practice
that called for employees to report
first to a principal, then to human
resources, then to CPS, as long as
they did so within 24 hours.

Nelson’s attorney, Steve Lefler,
also hoped to question witnesses
on whether OPS officials had prop-
erly vetted Gregory Sedlacek, the
now-convicted teacher who had a
past checkered with inappropriate
behavior around children.

That look behind OPS’s curtain
won’t happen, at least not in a

Ex-Fontenelle principal
takes plea deal; defense
would have focused on
confusion, lack of training

See OPS: Page 2


