
After an offseason
of work, Husker

linebacker Caleb
Tannor is ready
to reintroduce
himself. Sports

Open Door
Mission’s free
haircut event
sends kids ‘back
to school in style.’
Midlands

In Trump-Xi
faceoff, both
‘have a great
deal to lose’

BloomBerg News

When Xi Jinping first met
Donald Trump back in 2017, the
Chinese leader said they had “a
thousand reasons to make the Chi-
na-U.S. relationship a success, and
not a single reason to break it.”

Two years on, ties are at their
lowest point in decades — and they
appear to be worsening by the day.
Trump’s threat to raise tariffs on
all Chinese goods last week shat-
tered a truce reached with Xi just
weeks earlier, unleashing tit-for-
tat actions on trade and currency
policy that risk accelerating a wid-
er geopolitical fight between the
world’s biggest economies.

A big part of the problem is that
neither leader believes the other is
serious about making a deal: China
sees Trump as posturing ahead of
the 2020 election, while U.S. offi-
cials think Xi is looking to wait him
out for a better deal.

Either way, the political space
for compromise is diminishing
as hard-liners take center stage,
prompting investors to weigh the
potential economic fallout.

“We are looking at a situa-
tion now that is a bit of a perfect
storm,” said Dennis Wilder, for-
mer senior director for Asia on
the National Security Council who
is now at Georgetown University.
“Both have a great deal to lose in
this high-stakes poker.”

For Trump, the bet is that a
hard-line stance on China will
help him win another four years
in the Oval Office. His administra-
tion has proudly trumpeted what
it calls the most robust response
in decades to a rising China, and
most Democratic candidates agree

Tariff and currency punches
keep leaders locked in a
fight that both hope will
be politically advantageous

Schools hope to be a stable place for
students still stressed by flooding

By Joe DeJka

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

On the first day of school in one
Iowa district, there will be some
empty desks.

The Hamburg Community
School District, hammered by
spring flooding, will start Aug. 23
with about 20% fewer students.

“We lost 200 homes, and there’s
just nowhere for families to come
back to,” Superintendent Mike
Wells said.

On the eve of a new school year,
Iowa and Nebraska districts in
hard-hit areas are dealing with
displaced students — both losing
and gaining them — and expecting
some students will enter school
still traumatized by their ordeal.

School leaders say they’re de-
termined to make things as normal

Iowa, Nebraska districts
prepare for kids affected,
especially those displaced
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Teams assess threats, put ‘pieces
together’ to prevent school attacks

The associaTeD Press

There were so many ques-
tions after 17-year-old Ely Serna
brought a shotgun to his Ohio
school and opened fire in 2017,
wounding two.

Along with the whys, West
Liberty-Salem High School As-
sistant Principal Andy McGill re-
called thinking, “Is there some-
thing I missed?”

“I never would have thought in
a million years that it would be

that person,” he said.
The questions now focus on

how to prevent anything like that
from happening again. Schools
like McGill’s have been setting
up teams to assess threats posed
by students who display signs

Toni Morrison dies at 88
The Nobel-winning author explored
black identity in the U.S. in novels

such as “Beloved.” Living, Page 6B
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Council grills city officials on plans
for potholes, recycling, staffing

By aaroN saNDerforD

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

The Omaha City Council asked
Tuesday whether the city needs
to spend more money in 2020 on
pothole repairs, recycling and
housing code inspectors.

City department leaders an-
swered five hours of council
questions Tuesday about Mayor
Jean Stothert’s proposed budget.
A few highlights:

STREETS
No department faced more

questions than Public Works,
the fee- and tax-funded agency
responsible for streets, sewers,
trash, recycling and more.

Public Works Director Bob
Stubbe spent nearly an hour ex-
plaining the department’s $434.9
million budget, including capital
spending.

Stubbe and Finance Director

THE VICTIMS
Exploring the lives cut short in El
Paso, Dayton massacres. Page 6A

See Threats: Page 2
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MONEY, PAGE 5A
U.S. stocks claw back lost ground
as China stabilizes currency.

See China: Page 4
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Barriers sprouting weeds serve as a reminder of spring floods that hammered Hamburg,
Iowa. At top is an encouraging banner in the hallway of Marnie Simons Elementary.
There will be about 20% fewer students in Hamburg when school starts on Aug. 23. See Schools: Page 2

See Budget: Page 2
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