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The Papillion-La Vista Mon-
archs enter the 2019 season with
a new head football coach. How-
ever, Tim Williams, is not new to
the Omaha area. Williams takes
over as the Monarchs head coach
after five seasons as the head
coach at Waverly High School.
As for his Omaha ties, he is a
graduate of Gross Catholic High
School and started his coach-
ing career as a varsity assistant
at Omaha-Bryan. He moved to
Millard South before taking over
Waverly five years ago.
In his five seasons at Waver-

ly, he took the Vikings to the
playoffs four times, including a
semifinal appearance in 2018.

When Williams saw the open-
ing at Papio come up, he jumped
at the opportunity to come back
to the area.

“I grew up in this general
vicinity and played at Gross
Catholic and when I was here
the top schools in class A were
your preps, Millard South and
Papillion and they were the
tops. When I was a young kid
and we weren’t at a Gross game,
we would come up and watch
a Papillion game. So when this
came open I said this is a great
opportunity for me to be a part
of that.”

Williams has yet to coach a
game for the Monarchs, but he
has a good feel for this program
and what they can accomplish
this season. When it comes to
early thoughts on his roster, it is
safe to say he is impressed.

“I was really impressed with

the size of our offensive line and
our speed. Our 4x1 team is on
there and to have them on the
receiving core is definitely nice.”

He has also “been really
impressed with how the run-
ning backs have been coming
around.”

Williams is also a social
studies teacher at Papio so he
is someone who understands
the importance of being a stu-
dent-athlete and putting the stu-
dent above the athlete.
He also has a specificway that

he helps his players if they need
help in school or need some time
to talk to a teacher after school.
“Well first and foremost,

school always comes first, I start
practice at 4 and school gets out
at 3:20. The reason I do that is
so they have a window so that
if they need extra help from a
teacher, they can go get that
taken care of real quick. They
shouldn’t have to tell a teacher I
can’t get help because I need to
go to football practice so that’s
never an excuse.”
The monarchs finished 4-6

last season and lost in the first
round of the Class A playoffs, to
the defending Class A champi-
ons Omaha Burke, but Williams
is focused primarily on develop-
ment.

“I expect them to improve
every single week. That’s the
best expectation I can give them
without knowing too much
about them other than what I
have learned form start to now.
My expectation is that they get
better every week.”

Papio opens up their season

tomorrow, Thursday, against
rival Papio South, but Williams
is not building this game up to
anything more than the season
opener.

“Right now we need to keep

our heads level and I have
coached in some big rivalry
games in the past and the num-
ber one thing that I tell kids
about rivalry games is you can’t
sit there and expect it to be the

super bowl of games. The focus
needs to be better than you have
in the past because you have a
team that is making you think
differently because it’s a big
game.”

Williams takes over reigns with familiarity of Monarch culture
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Papillion-La Vista football head coach Tim Williams starts practice Thursday. Williams is entering his first year
as the Monarchs head coach.

By Kevin Houck
Sports Editor

When you enter the doors of
Papillion-La Vista High School,
walk through the hallways to-
wards the north side of the
school, past the wall of each
Monarch sports records holders,
past the wall of fame and into
the north gym after school on
Thursday’s, you’ll see the Mon-
arch volleyball team sprawled
out, laying around the court with
a pen in one hand and a piece of
paper laying on the court.

This is what head coach John
Svehla calls “Thank You Thurs-
days”. Before practice on Thurs-
days, the Monarchs write a
thank you letter to someone spe-
cial in their lives. When done,
they hand the note to Svehla and
get warmed up for practice.
Thefirst-year coach, later,will

mail out the letters to that spe-
cial someone each player wrote
to. It’s the culture the longtime
Monarch assistant wants to im-
plement by showing kindness to
others.

Svehla and Papillion-La Vista
are very familiar with each other
too. He was an assistant coach
from 2010-16 under his wife,
Kristen, who coached the Mon-
archs for nine seasons until last
season.

“This is the only place I’d
come back to. I had some oppor-
tunities or what not and this is
the place because of the tradi-
tion. I already know coming in
what the expectations are,” Sve-
hla said. “I know the adminis-
tration and how supportive they
are with all the activities and
sports. That piece right there
was huge.”

When Ashley Beccard
stepped down after one season,
Papillion-La Vista athletic direc-
tor Jason Ryan made a phone
call to Kristen to peak John’s in-
terest.

“He wanted to gage my inter-

est in it and he actually talked to
my wife first. He wanted to get
her thoughts on if I would be in-
terested. From there, he shot me
a text and I called him and the
rest is history,” Svehla said.

After the 2016 season, Sve-
hla took a little step back the
next two years to be around his
family. His daughter, Addi, is in
third grade.

“I’ve just been teaching and

having a lot of dad time. I’m the
volunteer athletic director at my
daughters school and helping
her with athletics,” Svehla said.
“You always find time to do
stuff whatever it might be.”

Even though Svehla found
ways to be around the game
these past three years, he started
to get an itch to get back to the
high school level.

“I told Kristen I wasn’t going
to pursue it when I found the
position opened up, but if they
reached out to me, I would lis-
ten. Volleyball has been in my
blood for 20-plus years,” Svehla
said. “You just don’t drop it and
not have the edge to come back
in some capacity.

“Even when I was off, I was
still reffing some volleyball
games. So you still find a way to
get that fill somehow. My wife
is coaching my daughter, so I
would go watch practice and
everything. But this is more my
level. I love my kid to death, but
I’m too competitive.”

Svehla’s 20-plus years in-
cludes being an assistant at Mar-
ian early in his career and then
was the head coach at Omaha
Burke from 2008-09 before join-
ing his wife at Papillion. He also
played volleyball at Peru State
College, which is when he met
Kristen.

During his junior season at
Peru State, John was supposed
to travel to a tournament in
Davenport, IA., when it was
canceled because of snow. So he
traveled to an adult co-ed tour-
nament in Schuyler to watch his
brother play. Kristen, who had
graduated from college, was
playing in the tournament and
that’s how they met.

With over 40 years of coach-
ing volleyball between them,
the Svehla household revolves
around the sport and one other
thing.

“(Volleyball is) kind of our

thing. That and dogs,” Svehla
said with a laugh.

Svehla reenters the Papio
program with a talented team
and a strong senior class. He’s
watched from afar the past three
years and knew about the play-
ers because they were freshmen
during Kristen’s last season at
Papio.

Despite having three coaches
in three years, MaxPreps.com
has Papio rated as the No. 25
team in the country entering this
season and that’s the way Svehla
wants the expectations to be.

“The challenge I am very
aware of is I’m their third coach
in three years and they have
high expectations. That’s why I
wanted to come back,” Svehla
said. “It’s different then when
I took over at Omaha Burke,
where there were very low ex-
pectations. We had to build that
up, but here they’re high expec-
tations.”

I want to make sure we live
up to the Monarch tradition. We
have a team this year, I feel like
can uphold that tradition and
continue to grow that tradition.
You want to live up to the ex-
pectations that you have and
the community has for the pro-
gram.”

The players have lived up to
the expectations of the program,
which has five state titles since
2000. Svehla said he has been
pleased by the way the players,
especially, the seniors attacked
summer lifting, open gyms and,
now, practices.

“It was great to see that lead-
ership come out from seniors
and then when that happens,
good things follow. One of their
key words is relentless. As Mon-
archs, what do we want to be
known for? And they want to be
known as a relentless team.”

The Monarchs open the sea-
son with the Bellevue West Invi-
tational Friday at Bellevue West.

Papillion ‘only place’ Svehla would come back to
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Papillion-La Vista volleyball head coach John Svehla enters his first
season as coach after serving as assistant from 2010-16.

Understanding the
Monarch Way

After making the playoffs
last season in football and

volleyball, Papio starts fresh
with new coaches, who know
the culture of the programs.


