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HAPPY THANKSGIVING
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By Hailey Stolze
Staff Writer

This Thanksgiving, St. Columbkille Catholic 
Church is helping those struggling financially to
forget their hardships for a day.

The Papillion Catholic church has been deliver-
ing Thanksgiving meal baskets to those in need for 
the past 15 years. They provide recipients with ev-
erything they need to cook a delicious dinner and
celebrate the holiday’s traditions around the table.
On Sunday, hundreds of meals were delivered

to people living in Sarpy County that wouldn’t be
able to afford a Thanksgiving meal on their own.
Among those delivering the meals were the Kleff-
ners: Mardi, Paul and their son, Jacob.
The family started volunteering for the event

when their children Jacob, 22, and Allison, 23,
started kindergarten, as theywanted to teach them
about the importance of giving.
“It was very important for them to understand

that everybody doesn’t have it as good as they
did,” Mardi said.
As an Omaha firefighter, Paul said he interacts

with people from “all walks of life.” He sees first-
hand the effect poverty has on community mem-
bers, whichmakes it important to him to give back.
“We’re very blessed,” Paul said. “We can show

thanks for what we got and hopefully we can help
families out.”

Pulling off a program this big requires a lot 
of preparation and volunteers, said Becky Grant,
Thanksgiving meal committee member. Planning 
begins in August. Grant said they start by con-
tacting organizations previously involved to see if
they’re interested in helping again this year.

At the end of October, the church gathers 
names of recipients via the church’s St. Vincent
de Paul Society or from the Sarpy County Holiday
Assistance Program. Some call the church directly
and ask for help.
Then, 80 volunteers assemble the 350 boxes,

and nearly 100 drivers deliver them to two or three
assigned drop-off sites.
Volunteers also print directions from the

church to each meal drop-off. While Grant said it’s
time-consuming, the directions help drivers find
houses in rural farm land areas.
To find each drop-off site, the Kleffners devel-

oped a system: Mardi navigates while Paul drives.
Jacob listened to music waiting to help carry in the
food.

The three St. Columbkille parishioners drove 
across Sarpy County in a mostly silent car on the
sunny, 60-degree day. They sipped Pepsi’s and
occasionally discussed memories from previous
years.
Once the Kleffners found each residence, the

Papillion family unpacked their blue truck and
knocked on the door with smiles on their faces.
They delivered to four residences this year — a

senior living facility, a farm and two typical sub-
urban houses.
The first few years deliveringmeals, Paul said it

bothered him to drop-off to suburban houses with
nice cars parked out front. Overtime, he said, he’s
learned not to judge people without knowing their
specific situations.
For example, some houses look nice but might

have multiple generations crammed inside so they

St. Columbkille delivers 
Thanksgiving meals to the hungry
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Paul Kleffner, left, and Mardi Kleffner load Thanksgiving meals into their truck Sunday. The family participated in 
St. Columbkille’s food basket delivery, which gives those struggling a traditional holiday meal to cook.

By Brody Hilgenkamp
Staff Writer

Winter Wonderland might be in for its biggest celebration ever 
this year.
The annual event returns to downtown Papillion Saturday

from 5 to 9 p.m., and Laura Schwartz, executive director of the
Papillion Community Foundation, said she expects a large crowd
because the Gene Leahy Mall in downtown Omaha is under con-
struction and there won’t be a lighting ceremony this year.
Plus, “we’ve got some really cool stuff,” she said.
PCF will host a chili feed from 4:30 to 7 p.m. at Papillion Fire

Station 3, which Schwartz said is a popular event because Win-
ter Wonderland is two days after Thanksgiving and “everyone is
tired of turkey.”

One of the most popular attractions, the carriage rides, begin 
at 5 p.m. and will run throughout the evening. The loading area
will be located at the corner of Second and Washington streets.
“Kids love to ride the carriages,” Schwartz said.
The parade will be at 5 p.m. and begin at Papillion Middle

School and bring Santa to the historic Portal School, where he
will be available for pictures from around 5:15 until 8:40 p.m.
Live reindeer will also be in attendance.
A tree lighting ceremony is at 6 p.m. on the lawn of SumpMe-

morial Library.
The Christkindl market of food and crafts is up to 15 local ven-

dors and will be at Third Street. The market had fewer than 10
vendors the previous two year.
“The Christkindl market has gotten really popular,” she said.
“We’ve gotten the word out that it’s a neat little Christmas en-

vironment.”
There will also be a hot chocolate and marshmallow roasting

station, a storytime and coloring at Sump, concerts by area mid-
dle schoolers and the Papillion Area Concert Band, Disney prin-
cesses at First Street Plaza, a winter sock hop for dancing and
Christmas music and a food drive for the Tri-City Food Pantry in
the Runza parking lot.
New this year is a blood drive with the Nebraska Community

Blood Bank at the First Street Plaza. To register, go to donor.ncbb.
org.
Streets around downtown Papillion will close around 4 p.m.,

and Schwartz stressed that anyone planning to attend should take
advantage of the trolleys PCF has lined up to transport attendees.
Trolleys will be available at the parking lots of Home Depot and
Tara Plaza to the north of downtown and near Papillion Middle
School and City Park on the south. Parking in the residential ar-
eas can be a hassle, she said.
“There’s nowhere to park down here. You can’t get anywhere

because the streets are shut down,” she said.
“Once you’re here you can just relax. You don’t have to worry

about traffic.”
For more information go to PCF’s website at papillionfounda-

tion.org/schedule.aspx.

Big crowds expected 
at Winter Wonderland 
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Winter Wonderland returns to downtown Papillion Saturday.

By Brody Hilgenkamp
Staff Writer

La Vista is gearing up for another kickoff
to the holiday season with plenty of cheer.
The city will do that with two longstand-

ing traditions for the community this week-
end with Santa’s Sleigh Ride through the
city Sunday and a tree lighting ceremony
Monday.
“We’ve created a fun atmosphere and

we’re excited to welcome folks for another
holiday season,” Community Relations Co-
ordinator Mitch Beaumont said.
Santa’s Sleigh Ride will be Sunday from

3 p.m. to around 7 p.m. Santa will ride on a
sleigh provided by the city and with an en-
tourage will tour the east side of 84th Street
until about 5 p.m., take a short break and 
then tour the west side until around 7 p.m.
Santa’s elves will be present throughout

the route handing out candy canes and in-
formation about Santa’s Workshop. The city
will tweet out location information to let the
public knowwhere the sleigh is. The route is
available at cityoflavista.org/santa.
“It’s a great opportunity to kick off the

holiday season,” Beaumont said.
OnMonday, LaVistawill host a tree light-

ing ceremony outside City Hall. The event
will begin at 5:45 p.m. with music played by
students at La Vista Middle School.
Santa will arrive on his sleigh and will

light the Christmas tree with La Vista May-
or Doug Kindig.
A soup supper provided by the mayor

and City Council will follow in the La Vista
Community Center and will include musi-
cal entertainment. Santa will be at his work-
shop from 6 to 8 p.m. at the Civic Center
Park clubhouse, 8305 Park View Blvd.
There will also be a food drive for the Tri-

City Food Pantry.
“We do some fun things over the holi-

days,” Beaumont said.
Santa’s Workshop will be open on five

additional dates. Those dates will be Dec. 5
from 4 to 7 p.m.; Dec. 7 from 9 a.m. to noon;
Dec. 12, from 4 to 7 p.m.; Dec. 14 from 9 a.m.
to noon; and Dec. 17 from 4 to 7 p.m. The
Dec. 5 and Dec. 12 dates will have live rein-
deer.
“Our Santa experience, we think, is one

of the best in the metro,” Beaumont said.
The city has man other events planned

throughout the month of December. For 
more information go to cityoflavista.org/
twasthelights or call 402-593-6410.

La Vista’s traditional holiday festivities return Sunday, Monday
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Santa will make his way through La Vista Sunday during Santa’s Sleigh Ride.

See Thanksgiving: Page 2


